8780

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, I wish to an-
nounce to all Members of the House
that the Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence ordered the bill, H.R.
1555, the Intelligence Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2000, reported fa-
vorably to the House. That report will
be filed tomorrow, Friday, May 7,
under the unanimous consent just
agreed to.

I would also like to announce that
the classified schedule authorizations
in the classified annex that accom-
panies H.R. 1555 will be available for re-
view by Members at the offices of the
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, which is room H-405 of the
Capitol, beginning any time after the
bill is filed.

The committee office will be open
during regular business hours for the
convenience of any Member who wishes
to review this material prior to its con-
sideration by the House.

I anticipate that H.R. 1555 will be
considered on the floor probably next
week, but no sooner than Thursday, I
am advised, and possibly later than
that.
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I would recommend that Members
wishing to review the Classified Annex
contact the committee’s Director of
Security and Registry to arrange a
time and date for that viewing. The
number is on everybody’s telephone
chart. This will assure the availability
of committee staff to assist Members
who desire that assistance during their
review of these classified materials. 1
urge Members to take some time to re-
view these classified documents before
the bill is brought to the floor, if they
have an interest, in order to better un-
derstand the recommendations of the
committee.

The Classified Annex to the commit-
tee’s report contains the Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence’s rec-
ommendations on the intelligence
budget for fiscal year 2000 and related
classified information that cannot be
disclosed publicly. There are proce-
dures.

It is important that Members keep in
mind the requirements of Rule 24 of the
House, clause 13. That rule only per-
mits access to classified information
by those Members of the House who
have signed the oath set out in Rule 24.

I would advise Members wishing to
review the Classified Annex and its
Classified Schedule of Authorizations
that they must bring with them a copy
of the Rule 24 oath signed by them
when they come to the committee of-
fice to review that material. If they do
not have a copy of the oath or cannot
get one and wish to review the Classi-
fied Annex, the committee staff can ad-
minister the oath and see to it that it
is executed in proper form and sent to
the Clerk’s office. We are happy to pro-
vide that service.
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Additionally, the committee will re-
quire that Members execute an ac-
knowledgment form indicating that
they have been granted access to the
Classified Annex and Classified Sched-
ule of Authorizations and that they are
familiar with both the Rules of the
House and the committee with respect
to the classified nature of information
contained in the Classified Annex and
the limitations on disclosure of that
information.

That is a standard operating proce-
dure for our committee. Nothing un-
usual. And we urge all who are inter-
ested to come to the committee and
take a look at the material.

——————

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. FROST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I would in-
quire of the gentleman from New York
about next week’s schedule.

Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker,
gentleman yield?

Mr. FROST. I yield to the gentleman
from New York.

Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to announce that we have con-
cluded legislative business for the
week. There will be no votes tomorrow,
Friday, May 7.

The House will next meet at 2 p.m.
on Monday, May 10, for a pro forma
session. Of course, there will be no leg-
islative business and no votes on that
day.

On Tuesday, May 11, the House will
meet at 12:30 p.m. for morning hour
and 2 p.m. for legislative business.

We will consider a number of bills
under suspension of the rules, a list of
which will be distributed to all Mem-
bers’ offices. Members should note that
we expect votes after 6 p.m. on Tues-
day, May 11.

On Wednesday, May 12, and the bal-
ance of the week, the House will take
up H.R. 775, the Year 2000 Readiness
and Responsibility Act; and H.R. 1555,
the Intelligence Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2000; and we expect the
conference report for the supplemental
appropriations bill.

On Wednesday, May 12, the House
will meet at 10 a.m. for legislative
business.

On Thursday, the House will meet at
9 a.m. and recess immediately for the
annual meeting of the Association of
Former Members of Congress. The
House will reconvene for legislative
business at approximately 10 a.m. on
Thursday, May 13.

And on Friday, May 14, the House
will meet at 9 a.m. for legislative busi-
ness.

Mr. Speaker, we hope to conclude
legislative business by 2 p.m. on Fri-
day, May 14, and I want to thank the
gentleman from Texas for yielding to
me.
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Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I have sev-
eral questions for the gentleman.

First, will we definitely be here vot-
ing next Friday, in view of the rather
light work schedule that the gen-
tleman has just announced?

Mr. LAZIO. If the gentleman from
Texas will further yield, I would say it
appears as though, if we can move
quickly through the week, if we have
the conference report on the supple-
mental available to us by Thursday, it
would be more likely than not that we
would not have to be in on Friday. But
that will depend on the work of the
conference and whether we have that
supplemental conference report avail-
able to the House by that time.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I would ask
the gentleman one other question. Dur-
ing the last several weeks we have been
here fairly late at night on a regular
basis. I would ask the gentleman
whether he expects any late-night ses-
sions next week.

Mr. LAZIO. Again, we do not expect
any extraordinarily late nights for
next week. Again, assuming that we
can move through our legislative busi-
ness as expected, we are not expecting
to have any very late nights.

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. FROST. I yield to the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, if the
gentleman would yield for a question, I
do not believe that I heard that we
would have the campaign finance re-
form legislation next week, or did I
miss that? And if not, I would ask, it
seems it is a very light week, it will be
the second or third 3-day week that we
have had in 2 or 3 weeks, and I was
wondering when we might expect to
have the campaign finance reform bill
slipped into this rather busy agenda?

Mr. LAZIO. If the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. FrROST) will further yield,
the gentleman may recall and be cog-
nizant of the fact that the Speaker of
the House has announced and has com-
mitted himself to the fact that we will
have campaign finance reform on the
floor sometime by the end of Sep-
tember.

The gentleman from Illinois, the
Speaker, is a man of his word. I have
every confidence that that will happen,
that this House will consider campaign
finance reform in a prompt and expedi-
tious way before the end of September.

Mr. STENHOLM. I would concur with
everything that the gentleman said
about the Speaker. There are about 191
Democrats and about 60 on the Repub-
lican side that I think would like to see
it considered a little earlier, and I
would respectfully ask that we take a
look at the scheduling and see if we
cannot find a way to bring it up a little
bit before September.

Mr. LAZIO. I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Texas. I know that the
Speaker is trying to be sensitive to all
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the concerns of the Members but is
very anxious to complete the business
of the House, particularly the appro-
priations work that will see us through
the summer. I think if it is at all pos-
sible for there to be a reconsideration
of that date, that he will probably seize
the opportunity.

He is committed to having campaign
finance reform considered in this House
by the end of September, and there is
no doubt in my mind that this body
will be acting far earlier than the body
down the hall.

Mr. STENHOLM. The gentleman said
one other thing that prompts me to
again just observe that it is precisely
because we are going to have a rather
ambitious appropriations schedule, and
as we have seen today with the debate
and all of the rhetoric that has gone
on, I think it is a fairly good prophecy
that we are not going to have a very
smooth appropriations schedule and
cycling this year, that therefore it
would seem to me it would be prudent
for us to move the campaign finance
reform before we get into what obvi-
ously we are going to be getting into.

I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. LAZIO. Let me note as well that
we are confident and the Speaker is
confident that we will have several ap-
propriations bills available to the
House for a vote before Memorial Day
break. That is well in front of schedule,
and it is something I think the Speaker
is committed to doing, to ensuring that
we consider our appropriations bills
earlier and get our work done earlier.

Hopefully, that will allow us the time
both to consider campaign finance re-
form and to have a less contentious sit-
uation over the next few months. But
the gentleman can rest assured the
Speaker’s word is good, that he is com-
mitted to a full hearing of campaign fi-
nance reform. It will be on the House
floor, and it will be voted on.

———

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, MAY
10, 1999

Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at 2
p.m. on Monday next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New
York?

There was no objection.

——

HOUR OF MEETING ON TUESDAY,
MAY 11, 1999

Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that when the House ad-
journs on Monday, May 10, 1999, it ad-
journ to meet at 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
May 11, 1999, for morning hour debates.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New
York?
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There was no objection.

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the business in
order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New
York?

There was no objection.

————

HOUR OF MEETING ON THURSDAY,
MAY 13, 1999

Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that when the House ad-
journs on Wednesday, May 12, 1999, it
adjourn to meet at 9 a.m. on Thursday,
May 13, 1999, for the purpose of receiv-
ing in this Chamber former Members of
Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New
York?

There was no objection.

————

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER TO
DECLARE A RECESS ON THURS-
DAY, MAY 13, 1999, FOR THE PUR-
POSE OF RECEIVING FORMER
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that it may be in order
on Thursday, May 13, 1999, for the
Speaker to declare a recess subject to
the call of the Chair for the purpose of
receiving in this Chamber former Mem-
bers of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New
York?

There was no objection.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain one-minute
speeches.

————

SUPPORT A DIPLOMATIC END TO
CONFLICT IN KOSOVO

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, there are
those who would say that involvement
by Congress or private citizens in U.S.
foreign diplomacy in the Balkans is not
necessary and we can only complicate
matters.

Fortunately, Mr. Speaker, we do not
have to look very far to see these
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naysayers could not be farther from
the truth. They could not be farther
out of touch with America’s wishes for
peace and the quick and safe return of
our military men and women.

We need only to look at the Reverend
Jesse Jackson and his very successful
campaign to free our U.S. POWs, and
we need only to look no farther than
this House, where numerous delega-
tions, Dbipartisan delegations, have
traveled great distances to observe
firsthand U.S. military involvement in
the dire refugee situation in the
Kosovo region.

I commend and salute my colleagues,
both Republican and Democrat, and
the leadership of both parties for sup-
porting our effort to build a better un-
derstanding and working relationship
with our counterparts in the Russian
Duma. This information gathered by
these bipartisan delegations provides
all of us with a clear picture on how we
can better do our job representing the
American people on global issues.

——————

CLINTON LEGACY WILL BE
BALKANS WAR

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, President
Clinton says he is going to continue
the bombing in Yugoslavia, and some
people are beginning to ask what the
Clinton legacy will be. Some say scan-
dal and impeachment. I do not think
s0. I think it will be the war in the Bal-
kans.

Mr. Speaker, when NATO began
bombing Yugoslavia it led the way to
billions and billions of dollars that will
be spent on this war. Will we be ex-
pected to rebuild all that we destroy in
Yugoslavia, as some have suggested?

To rebuild all that we have destroyed
could cost hundreds of billions of dol-
lars, power plants, airports, factories,
bridges, oil refineries, infrastructure.
The cost would be staggering. And
where would the money come from if
we have to pay it? That is right, Social
Security, Medicare, our schools, and
our roads. Our budget needs.

This administration is digging a deep
hole with the war in the Balkans that
is going to last for many years after
President Clinton has left office. That
may be the Clinton legacy.

CLINTON ACTIONS HAVE TURNED
RUSSIA AGAINST AMERICA

(Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, earlier today we had a mem-
ber of the Russian Duma who held a
press conference in this building; and
he said something that is very insight-
ful. He said that for years and years
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