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Now, they say that we are the only 

superpower in the world. I can tell you 
that the Chinese Communist govern-
ment is advancing their nuclear tech-
nology with this espionage that has 
taken place to such a degree that, if 
they are not on a par with us yet, they 
are getting very, very close; and we are 
going to be in jeopardy if we ever have 
a conflict with them. They have 1.2 or 
1.3 billion people. We have 225 or 230 
million people. In a nuclear exchange, 
they could sacrifice 200 million people. 
But we could not sacrifice 50 million. 
Yet they now have the technology with 
this espionage to really cause our econ-
omy and our country severe problems, 
and I am talking about 50 to 60 million 
people killed with a first strike and our 
economy to be in a complete shambles. 

We need to have the answers to this. 
We need to make sure that this kind of 
espionage never takes place again. And 
we need to make absolutely sure that 
those who were responsible, either 
through neglect or intentionally allow-
ing this to happen, be brought to jus-
tice and be held accountable. 

I intend to come to this floor every 
week until we get through this mess 
for 5 minutes or for an hour to bring 
this information to the attention of 
the American people. 

Right now, we are all paying atten-
tion to Kosovo, halfway around the 
world, an area where we do not have 
any vital national interest. And while 
we are talking about Kosovo and our 
heart goes out to those people over 
there who are suffering, while we are 
talking about that, espionage has 
taken place in the United States that 
endangers every man, woman and 
child, and nobody is even paying any 
attention to it. It is a darn shame. It 
shall not continue if I have anything to 
do with it. 
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CHINESE ESPIONAGE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

PEASE). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Nevada 
(Mr. GIBBONS) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
plaud my colleague who was just at the 
podium addressing the issue of Chinese 
espionage at our nuclear facilities and 
would, of course, like to engage the 
gentleman from Indiana, if I may. 

And certainly a question that would 
have to be raised at this point in time 
is, can America feel secure today with 
its nuclear weapons secret intact now? 
Have we solved this problem yet? Or is 
there something we should be doing? 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. No, the 
problem has been exacerbated by the 
espionage that has taken place, as I al-
luded to a few minutes ago. 

The thing that really concerns me is 
the head of the National Security 
Council, Sandy Berger, who was briefed 
about this in April 1996 really did not 
do anything about it. 

b 2030 
He informed the President in 1997. 

The President has not owned up to 
that, and the thing that concerns me a 
great deal is that when this was known 
we should have called the head of the 
FBI, Louis Freeh; Janet Reno; the head 
of the CIA; and the head of the Energy 
Department, and together to come up 
with a way to catch the people who 
were involved in the espionage and 
make sure it stopped. But unfortu-
nately they kept the people on at Los 
Alamos for 3 years after that, and the 
Justice Department would not even 
allow wiretaps on the fellow. 

So it has been a real mess, and we 
need to get to the bottom of it. 

Mr. GIBBONS. Is the gentleman sug-
gesting that through inadvertence or 
maybe intentionally disregarding the 
danger here, the FBI and the Justice 
Department failed to take an active 
role in the investigation of this espio-
nage once it was found out in 1995 and 
1996? 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. I think that 
Louis Freeh and the FBI were trying to 
do the best that they could. They went 
to the Justice Department four times 
asking for electronic surveillance on 
Mr. Wen Ho Lee, the man who was in-
volved in the espionage, or allegedly 
involved in the espionage, and the Jus-
tice Department denied on four sepa-
rate occasions the electronic surveil-
lance, and to my knowledge that was 
the only denial of electronic surveil-
lance where there was probable cause 
by the FBI in the year of 1997, 1998. And 
so why did they deny it when we are 
talking about national security, and 
why was this man left in this position 
for 3 years? 

Those are questions that need to be 
answered and answered very quickly. 

Mr. GIBBONS. Well, I do express the 
same concerns that my colleague has 
over this issue because once our nu-
clear weapons technology has spread to 
other countries, of course, as we know, 
there is a likelihood that that will even 
progress further in the proliferation of 
that technology to Third World coun-
tries or even rogue states. I know that 
China has an ongoing participation 
with countries like Iran, Pakistan and 
others who are in the process today of 
building up their nuclear arsenal. 

So from the standpoint that America 
has lost a great deal of its internal se-
curity, we have also lost a great deal of 
our national security from the fact 
that now these weapons, the design of 
which was obviously transferred to the 
Chinese through some process like the 
gentleman is describing here, now can 
be directed toward us by the Chinese or 
other countries who possess this tech-
nology. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. The gen-
tleman makes a very valid point. The 
proliferation of nuclear weapons is 
growing at a rapid rate, and with this 
technology going to the Chinese com-

munists, I do not know if they are 
going to let it out or not, but the fact 
is they have been selling a lot of ad-
vanced weaponry to countries like 
Iran, and I am not sure about Iraq, but 
I believe Iraq, and my colleague men-
tioned some other countries as well. 
And that technology, if it gets into the 
wrong hands, could precipitate a strike 
by some kind of a crazy like Saddam 
Hussein, if he had the opportunity, 
that could cause untold human misery. 

And so we need to keep a tight lid on 
all of the nuclear technology that we 
have, and for us to keep a person who 
is suspected of espionage in a position 
of leadership at Los Alamos for 3 years 
and not allow the FBI to even put elec-
tronic surveillance on him is a real 
dereliction of duty. 

Mr. GIBBONS. Well, I thank the gen-
tleman for, of course, his interest in 
looking into this issue. It is on the 
forefront of the minds of a great num-
ber of Americans, and I applaud him 
for his interest in keeping all of us ap-
prised of this and looking into it on be-
half of the committee and on behalf of 
the American people. 

f 

PEACEFULLY RESOLVING THE 
SITUATION IN KOSOVO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. WELDON) is recognized for 
60 minutes. 

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I want to thank my col-
leagues for holding some time while I 
ran over from Rayburn. I was expecting 
that the other side would offer a spe-
cial order, and I did want to make sure 
that we took this special out this 
evening, and I am happy that my good 
friend from Nevada is going to be join-
ing us as we review, Mr. Speaker, the 
past 4 weeks and actually 5 weeks and 
discuss an effort by this Congress to 
move the process involving Kosovo to a 
new level and a new direction, and that 
is to try to find a way to solve the situ-
ation peacefully. 

Mr. Speaker, it was actually a little 
bit over 4 weeks ago, the week of April 
6, when Russian friends of mine who I 
have been involved with for the past 5 
years in a formal Duma-Congress rela-
tionship called me at my home and 
asked if I would be open to some ideas 
about engaging with them to find a 
peaceful solution to the Kosovo crisis. 
They were calling me for several rea-
sons. 

One, they said they had, the Russians 
had been shut out of the process by our 
government in terms of working with 
them once the bombing campaign 
began, that there had been no overture 
on the part of our State Department or 
our administration to involve Russia, 
but rather our administration in the 
minds of the Russians had become con-
vinced that they could solve the prob-
lem of the ethnic cleansing in Serbia 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 13:44 Oct 02, 2004 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00098 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR99\H06MY9.003 H06MY9


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-03-08T03:38:57-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




