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grandfather, caring and adoring husband. He 
defined southern gentleman. 

He taught by example, he loved unselfishly, 
and he was never envious of others. 

He loved his family unconditionally, just be-
cause they were his. His great joy in life was 
doing for his family, especially his grand-
children. He established a place in Gillett, AR 
that will be known to his family forever as 
‘‘home.’’ A safe haven, where you are always 
welcome, loved, cared for and safe. 

I took care of Mr. Bob’s business for almost 
thirty-five years, and made some monumental 
mistakes, but he never once criticized me or 
offered a critical word. 

His great love for his church, farm, friends 
and neighbors is what makes rural America 
the great place it is. He was never boastful, 
proud, rude, or self-seeking. He was not easily 
angered, kept no record of wrongs, always 
protected, trusted, hoped, and persevered. He 
was happiest on festive occasions, with holi-
day meals and a lap full of adoring grand-
children. He ended all his visits with his grand-
children with ‘‘grand daddy loves you’’ and 
none ever doubted that he did. 

If as some say, that your children are a true 
measure of a man, then Mr. Bob was very 
successful. His daughters Carolyn and Martha 
and grandchildren Ann, Rebecca, Mitchell and 
Catherine would make any man proud, and 
are a true legacy. 

The world is a better place for his having 
lived. All who knew him are enriched by his 
kind ways and charm. I was privileged to have 
been associated with Mr. Bob. 
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Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
public of China on Taiwan is a modern country 
led by President Lee Teng-hui, who believes 
that Taiwan’s future lies in a strong democracy 
with a free enterprise system. Taiwan’s de-
mocracy is highly renowned in much of the 
developing world. Three years ago, Taiwan 
citizens freely elected Mr. Lee as their presi-
dent. This was the first democratically-held 
election for the people of Taiwan. Moreover, 
Taiwan’s free enterprise system has produced 
a strong and vibrant economy in addition to a 
high standard of living for its people. 

On the third anniversary of Taiwan’s free 
elections, it is important to realize that Taiwan 
appreciates its relationship with the United 
States. I wish to pay tribute to President Lee 
Teng-hui, Vice President Lien Chan, and For-
eign Minister Jason Hu for their outstanding 
leadership. Their leadership has assured that 
Taiwan fulfills its potential to become a full-
fledged developed economy. The United 
States values their friendship and stands in 
support of their work. May their continued 
leadership allow Taiwan to forever shine as a 
beacon of freedom in the Far East. Our very 
best to you President Lee Teng-hui, Vice 
President Lien Chan, and Foreign Minister 
Jason Hu. 
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OF NEW YORK 
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor Edna Skeete Mitchell, a marvelous lady 
from Barbados, who is celebrating her 100th 
birthday. 

She was born October 10, 1898, the second 
of seven children born to Gertrude and 
Charles Skeete. She came to the United 
States in 1922 and soon after met and mar-
ried K. Claude Mitchell. They had two children, 
both of whom have enjoyed professional suc-
cess. 

Mrs. Mitchell acquired from her grandmother 
a recognition that a good education is a ne-
cessity. She and her siblings were all edu-
cated and her children continued that fine tra-
dition here in the United States. Her son 
Claude, Jr. received his MSW from City Uni-
versity and her daughter Joan is active in the 
Alumnae chapter of Delta Sigma Theta. 

After her husband died, she raised her chil-
dren while working at New York Cornell Hos-
pital as a dietitian assistant. 

At her family birthday party in October of 
last year, family members came from as far 
away as Barbados, Canada, Massachusetts 
and Virginia as well as the tri-state area to cel-
ebrate her centenary. One nephew from Bar-
bados, who is Consul to Sweden, brought her 
a gold heart as a symbol of the kind 
heartedness she showed him and others of 
the family. Another, a Dean at Howard Univer-
sity, served as emcee. 

Mrs. Mitchell still is a member of St. Am-
brose Episcopal Church. She epitomizes what 
immigrants have done for America. Giving all 
and raising children who, with every genera-
tion, contribute still more. We are fortunate 
that she came to us and I congratulate her on 
this special birthday. 
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Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
on behalf on my colleagues Mr. BOUCHER, Mr. 
BRYANT and Mr. MORAN of Virginia to intro-
duce important bipartisan legislation to correct 
a serious flaw in our federal jurisdiction stat-
utes. In recent years, the number of class ac-
tion filings has risen dramatically and the large 
majority of these cases are brought in state 
courts. A 1999 survey indicates that the num-
ber of state court class actions pending 
against surveyed companies has increased by 
1,042 percent over the ten-year period 1988–
1998. This increase in class action filings has 
been accompanied by a number of abuses of 
our judicial system. 

Interstate class actions are flooding into cer-
tain state courts because those courts tend to 

favor local lawyers in cases against out-of-
state companies; however, state courts are 
often ill-equipped to handle such cases. Many 
state courts don’t have either the support staff 
and other resources or the complex litigation 
experience to handle interstate class actions, 
which often involve thousands (and sometimes 
millions) of purported class members. 

In addition to forum-shopping, lawyers fre-
quently exploit major loopholes in federal juris-
diction statutes to block the removal of class 
actions that belong in federal court. For exam-
ple, plaintiffs’ counsel may name parties that 
are not really relevant to the class claims in an 
effort to destroy diversity. In other cases, 
counsel may waive federal law claims or 
shave the amount of damages claimed to en-
sure that the action will remain in state court. 

Some state courts use very lax class certifi-
cation criteria, making virtually any controversy 
subject to class action treatment and allowing 
state courts to hear purely interstate class ac-
tions. The result is that state courts are in-
creasingly deciding out-of-state residents’ 
claims against out-of-state companies under 
other states’ laws. When state courts preside 
over class actions involving claims of residents 
of more than one state (especially nationwide 
class actions), they end up dictating the sub-
stantive laws of other states, sometimes over 
the protests of those other states. 

At present, our federal diversity jurisdiction 
statutes essentially provide that interstate dis-
putes involving significant sums of money may 
be heard in a federal court. But because class 
actions (as we now know them) did not exist 
when those statutes were initially framed, 
class actions were omitted, leading to out-
rageous results. For example, under current 
law, a citizen of one state usually may bring 
in a federal court a simple $75,001 slip-and-
fall action against a party from another state. 
But if a class of 25 million product owners liv-
ing in all 50 states bring claims collectively 
worth $15 billion against the product manufac-
turer, that lawsuit usually must be heard in a 
state court. 

Our legislation offers a solution to class ac-
tion abuse by making it easier for plaintiff 
class members and defendants to remove 
class actions to federal court, where cases in-
volving multiple state laws are more appro-
priately heard. 

This legislation does not limit the ability of 
anyone to file a class action lawsuit. It does 
not change anybody’s rights to recovery. It 
merely closes the loophole, allowing federal 
courts to hear big lawsuits involving truly inter-
state issues, while ensuring that purely local 
controversies remain in state courts. This is 
exactly what the framers of the Constitution 
had in mind when they established federal di-
versity jurisdiction. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation. 

f

RECOGNIZING STUDENTS WHO 
CARE 

HON. JOHN EDWARD PORTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 19, 1999

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, it is often said 
that the youth of America are indifferent. We 
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hear that they simply do not care about the 
issues at all, except those narrow issues that 
affect them personally. With so many repeat-
ing this view, I am pleased to highlight the ef-
forts of young people in Illinois’ 10th District 
that contradict this stereotype. 

I recently received a package of letters from 
David Hirsch, a teacher in the Deerfield High 
School English Department. His sophomore 
English class had used the issues in my an-
nual constituent survey for a policy debate 
unit, and as part of this unit, each student 
wrote a letter to me detailing their opinions on 
some of these issues. The 56 letters that I re-
ceived from these young constituents were not 
only impressive in that they were well-thought 
out and well-written, but equally impressive in 
the genuine concern that these young men 
and women showed for issues ranging from 
the protection of the Earth from pollution to the 
protection of children from guns. These stu-
dents also expressed concern about people in 
other nations, and our relationships with other 
countries like Russia and Iraq. Clearly, these 
young people are interested in more than just 
their personal agendas. Sophomores, they 
may be, but they are hardly sophomoric. 

If I may, Mr. Speaker, I’d like to enter into 
the record the names of these students to rec-
ognize their efforts. They are: Josh Baker, 
Katherine Bolton, Jon Chester, Greg Cole, 
Jenny Eck, Julie Fiocchi, Jay Gustafson, Lexi 
Hayes, Janna Hoffman, Sari Hirsch, Bridgette 
Jung, Sandi Kaplan, Nancy Keene, Chris 
Krakowski, Stephanie Laouras, Kerry Lee, El-
liott Levy, Elaine London, Andrew Mast, Steve 
Meisinger, Muhammed Mekki, Rob Pantle, 
Mary Patchell, Michael Posternack, Jeanette 
Schaller, Jeremy Silver, James Sinkovitz, Mat-
thew Spraker, Melissa Spreckman, Jori Swift, 
Karli Tracey, Tracy Watson, Zachary Weiner, 
Lara Weinstein, and Mara Weisman. I want to 
commend all of them for showing interest in 
the issues that affect our district, country, and 
our world, and I am very happy to represent 
them in the Congress. 

f
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Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a nationally acclaimed Jewish resi-
dential high school, the Wisconsin Institute for 
Torah Study, on its 19th anniversary. 

The school, or Yeshiva, was founded in 
1980 to provide a unique high school and 
post-high school experience. Its programs at-
tract students from major cities across the 
country. The high school program offers a 
comprehensive Torah study curriculum and, 
simultaneously, an intensive college-pre-
paratory general studies program. The Bais 
Medrash is the advanced, post high school 
program. 

As a testament to its growth and strength, 
the institute will expand due to steadily in-
creasing enrollment. When completed, the ex-
panded facility will house a new Bais 
Medrash, labs and classrooms. 

The Wisconsin Institute for Torah Study also 
honors this year its twin pillars of strength in 
the community: Armin and Hollie Nankin. 
Armin, past president of the Jewish Commu-
nity Center and former board member of the 
Milwaukee Jewish Federation, and his wife 
Hollie have seen the school through some 
very difficult moments, and have served hum-
bly and with dignity as a beacon of light and 
a source of strength. They have been actively 
involved with many other organizations, includ-
ing Hillel Academy and Congregations Beth 
Israel and Lake Park Synagogue. They are 
the single most generous donors to the expan-
sion campaign of the Wisconsin Institute for 
Torah Study, and through their encourage-
ment have caused others to lend support. 

The involvement of Armin and Hollie Nankin 
is summed up in three phrases: Quick minds, 
for their keen insight to the community’s 
needs. Strong feelings, for their deep concern 
for the people in their lives and the commu-
nity. And, deep impacts for an array of causes 
and institutions which are better today for their 
involvement. 

In Hebrew, Torah literally means teachings 
or learning. By their involvement the Nankins 
have taught us the meaning of devotion and 
generosity. 

Mr. Speaker it is with immense pride and 
gratitude that I commend Armin and Hollie 
Nankin for their service to the community, and 
it is with great happiness and best wishes for 
continued success that I congratulate the Wis-
consin Institute for Torah Study on its 19th an-
niversary. 
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Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, the Scarsdale 
Bowl Award, Scarsdale’s highest civic honor, 
has been given annually since 1943 to honor 
‘‘one who has given unselfishly of time, en-
ergy, and effort to serve the civic welfare of 
the community.’’ Today, I would like to recog-
nize a resident of my district who, through 
nearly three decades of tireless community 
service, perfectly embodies the spirit of this 
award. 

Since moving to Scarsdale 28 years ago, 
Bernard Cedarbaum has chaired or served on 
no fewer than ten of Scarsdale’s boards, 
councils and committees. He is one of a very 
small group of residents to have served on 
both the board of education (1979–85) and the 
village board of trustees (1993–98). A natural 
leader and common sense decision-maker, 
Mr. Cedarbaum has presided over the Town 
Club, Scarsdale Foundation, Environmental 
Advisory Council and Greenacres Association. 
Those who have served with Mr. Cedarbaum 
admire his intelligence, sense of fairness, rea-
sonable approach to problem-solving, and his 
quick sense of humor. 

Mr. Cedarbaum’s commitment to a success-
ful professional career has always been bal-
anced with an unyielding dedication to vol-
unteerism. Remarkably, Mr. Cedarbaum dedi-
cated countless hours to the town of 

Scarsdale while he worked as a partner at the 
law firm of Carter, Ledyard & Milburn, pre-
sided over the New York State Bar Associa-
tion’s Corporation and Business Law Section, 
and participated on various committees of the 
New York City Association of the Bar. 

The Scarsdale Bowl Award marks Mr. 
Cedarbaum’s fulfillment of his goal, to make a 
valuable contribution to the community in 
which he lives. I join with the residents of 
Scarsdale in applauding Mr. Cedarbaum’s 
commitment to our community and I am proud 
to officially recognize this remarkable civic 
leader for his many years of service. 

f

HONORING GUAM SUPREME COURT 
JUSTICE JANET HEALY WEEKS 

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD 
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Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘Justice’’ 
is often represented by a blindfolded lady 
bearing scales on one hand and a sword and 
book on the other. The blindfold symbolizes 
equality for all under the law; the scales—bal-
ance; the sword—strength; and the book—in-
tellect. 

In my opinion, Guam Supreme Court Justice 
Janet Healy Weeks is the absolute personi-
fication of this mythical figure. After having 
been personally acquainted with this dynamic 
lady for so many years, I have to give her my 
deepest respect and admiration. As Microne-
sia’s first woman lawyer and first woman 
judge, Justice Weeks’ niche in the annals of 
the Guam judicial system had long been se-
cured. 

A native of Quincy, Massachusetts, Justice 
Weeks received a degree in Chemistry from 
Emmanuel College in Boston in 1955. She 
holds an L.L.D. from Boston College Law 
School and an honorary L.L.D. from the Uni-
versity of Guam. Upon her graduation from 
law school in 1958, she was selected for the 
Attorney General’s Honor Graduate Program. 
She served under that capacity with the De-
partment of Justice in Washington, D.C., until 
1961. Having been admitted to practice law in 
the District Court of Guam, the Supreme Judi-
cial Court of Massachusetts, the U.S. Court of 
Military Appeals, the U.S. Courts of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit, and the Supreme Court 
of the United States, Justice Weeks became 
an associate in the law firm of Trapp and 
Gayle in 1971. In 1973, she was made a part-
ner in the law firm of Trapp, Gayle, Teker, 
Weeks & Friedman. 

Appointed to the Superior Court of Guam in 
1975, she went on to serve as a Superior 
Court Judge until 1996 when she was ap-
pointed to the newly created Supreme Court 
of Guam. She also sat in the Supreme Court 
of the Federated States of Micronesia from 
1982 through 1988. From 1977 to 1993 and 
again from 1996 until April of this year, Justice 
Weeks was designated a judge at the U.S. 
District Court of Guam. In 1993, she was ap-
pointed Associate Justice in the Supreme 
Court of the Republic of Palau, a position she 
holds to this day. 

Justice Weeks holds memberships with the 
American Bar Association, the Federal Bar As-
sociation, the Guam Bar Association, the 
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