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Madam Speaker, given the lot of the
Kurds, it is more than understandable
that they set up their own Congress
and take charge of their own destiny.
They have the people, the resources
and the political understanding to suc-
ceed in their dream of statehood.

Madam Speaker, I need also at this
time to address the situation of
Abdullah Ocalan, the Kurdish leader
who, according to a recent New York
Times article, was handed over to the
Turks with the help of our intelligence
services. As you may recall, he had
ventured to Europe from his home base
in the Middle East to seek a political
solution to the enduring Kurdish strug-
gle for basic human rights. I spoke on
this floor welcoming his declaration of
cease-fire and hoped, it now seems
against hope, to see the debate on the
Kurdish question change from war to
peace and from confrontation to dia-
logue.

Mr. Ocalan, denied a refuge in Rome,
was promised the safe passage through
Greece to the Hague where he intended
to sue the Government of Turkey at
the International Court of Justice for
its crimes against the Kurds. But the
laws of granting asylum to political
figures, as old as the time of prophets,
were suspended in this case. Abdullah
Ocalan, the most popular Kurdish fig-
ure of the day, was arrested. Through a
deal that smacks of political venality
at its worst, he was handed over to the
Turks and now awaits his most likely
execution as the sole inmate in the
Imrali Island prison in the Sea of
Marmara.

Madam Speaker, it is unbecoming of
this great power to aid and abet dicta-
torships which are merely disguised as
democracies. Those who imprison duly
elected representatives such as Layla
Zana in Turkey for testifying before a
standing committee of this Congress
cannot and should not enjoy our sup-
port. Leaders such as Abdullah Ocalan,
despite his violent past, still hold the
promise of peace and reconciliation for
the Kurds with their neighbors. The eu-
phoria that we all felt for the freedom
of captive nations in the former Soviet
Union now must extend to our allies
and their subjects as well.

So we welcome the convening of the
National Congress of Kurdistan. They
are dreaming what to many may seem
an impossible dream, the dream of a
united Kurdish people in the Nation of
Kurdistan.

———
TAIWAN CONGRATULATIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. BROWN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Madam
Speaker, 3 years ago President Lee won
a landslide victory in the first presi-
dential election in the history of
China. As a democratic elected presi-
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dent, he demonstrated to the world
that democracy could indeed thrive in
Taiwan. During the last 3 years Presi-
dent Lee continued to implement his
program for the Republic of China. As
a result, Taiwan presently has free
elections in every level of government,
a free press, and holds respect for
human rights in the highest regard.

As a believer in increasing coopera-
tion between Taiwan and mainland
China, President Lee continued to em-
phasize that it is necessary for Taiwan
and the mainland to work together to
conduct further discussions on the
issue of reunification. Many close to
the president maintain that his one
true dream is to witness a unified
China under the principle of democracy
rules, free enterprise and the distribu-
tion of wealth.

A few years ago I had the privilege of
being President Lee’s guest on a visit
to Taiwan. Since that time I perceive
him as a world class statesman and
hope that he will be able to influence
mainland China to democratize and re-
unify with Taiwan on the basis of
democratic principles. As a faithful
friend of the United States, we must
give him our wholehearted support as
his presence on the island is symbolic
of the economy and a politically stable
Asia.

———————

GUNS AND CHILDREN—THEY DO
NOT MIX

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I thought it was important to
come to the floor of the House to ad-
dress again the crisis that we are fac-
ing in this Nation, and that crisis is
that of the safety of our children.

Today unfortunately as the sun rose
another youngster took weapons to
school and shot children. I am most
grateful, as most mothers and fathers,
families, that this tragedy did not re-
sult in death. I cannot imagine what
people in Littleton, Colorado, are
thinking, or Jonesboro, or the State of
Pennsylvania, or my own State of
Texas, and rather than be political and
politicize this, I am simply begging
with all of the intellect in this Con-
gress that we have the courage to
admit that there are many concerns.
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There is the entertainment industry,
violence in videos. There is the issue of
intergenerational conflict or dis-
connect because maybe adults and chil-
dren are not talking the way they
should.

There is the concern that I have
raised and will be presenting in legisla-
tion, Give a Child a Chance Omnibus
Mental Health Services bill for 1999
where we can focus on the fact that
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children need mental health services,
both children who can afford it and
those who cannot.

I think right now, in light of the Sen-
ate’s actions today, we realize that gun
legislation is not political. Over 89 per-
cent of the American public are waking
up and saying we must have safety
locks. It is important to keep from
children, or young people under 21,
guns. We must close the loopholes in
pawn shops and in gun shows so that
there are no more opportunities for
people to randomly walk in and get
guns, as a young lady did on behalf of
Eric Harris in Littleton, Colorado.

Parents are in pain. Children are in
fear. Our children can talk about guns
and their feeling of being unsafe. They
can talk about the fact that they do
not know whether their graduation
will be safe or whether large gatherings
will be safe.

Many of us as women Members of
Congress have gathered. We gathered
before Mother’s Day and asked Speaker
HASTERT to ensure that we pass gun
legislation before Father’s Day. I want
to go a step further. We have next
week. We should not leave here until
we say not only to the American people
but the world that we pride ourselves,
as loving our children greater than our
guns, and in fact this is not taking
away guns from people who use them
for sports and legally. This is saying
that we have a proliferation of guns
and our children are asking or crying
out for us to be restrained and to re-
strain them; 250 million Americans, 260
million guns on the street.

Why cannot we find common ground
on legislation that I passed in my city
holding parents responsible, adults, for
allowing guns to be in children’s hands
and thereby causing an injury? It was
unanimously supported and then
passed in the State of Texas, certainly
a State that has its share of guns.

Safety locks, as has been said elo-
quently by my colleagues, there are
regulations of diaper bags and regula-
tions of parks and schools and equip-
ment that children use. Why not guns?
Why can we not keep guns out of the
hands of those under 21? Why can we
not do instant check at gun shows
where all kinds of people come and, be-
lieve me, they use that method to get
guns. Why can we not have tracing so
that felons who are now dealing with
the black market can be found? Why
can we not have an amendment that
deals with gun running?

It is very important, Madam Speak-
er, that the women in this House stand
up. I demand that we collectively raise
our voices to the Speaker, and I guess
I demand of him, to not shy away from
the responsibility.

Put the NRA aside. It has its own
agenda, and anyone who says it does
not is not reading all of their PR, their
public relations. I did not come here to
point the finger. I have mentioned the



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T16:03:36-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




