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recess of 3 minutes so Senators may
personally greet the distinguished
guest.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VISIT TO THE SENATE BY KING
ABDALLAH BIN HUSSEIN

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, the dis-
tinguished Senator from West Virginia,
as always, is gracious, and I thank him
very much. As he indicated, we have
today a distinguished son of a distin-
guished father who has visited many
times. His Majesty, King Abdallah bin
Hussein of Jordan.

He has been visiting with the Senate
Foreign Affairs Committee and I
present him to the Senate.

————
RECESS

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate stand in
recess for 3 minutes.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 3:37 p.m., recessed until 3:42 p.m.;
whereupon, the Senate reassembled
when called to order by the Presiding
Officer.

———

1999 EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL
APPROPRIATIONS ACT—CON-
FERENCE REPORT

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the bill.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I yield 5
minutes to the very able and eloquent
distinguished Senator from California,
Mrs. BOXER.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I rise for
the first time since I have been in the
Senate to oppose a supplemental appro-
priation. It hurts my heart because
there is so much in this bill that is
good. But I have to say there is a lot in
this bill that does not belong in it, and
there are some things left out of this
bill, one or two things, that I thought
were real emergencies that should have
been in there.

What started out as requests to fund
unexpected emergencies has turned
into a flurry of spending and riders
that simply do not belong in this bill.
The one area that I particularly cared
about, violence in our schools—which
is an emergency by anybody’s measure
when parents are telling us, 75 percent
of them, they are concerned about
their children when they go off to
school—a very modest proposal by the
Senator from Illinois was turned down
by the House members of the con-
ference after it was approved by the
Senate members of the conference. So
all kinds of dollars were found for
many things, but they could not find it
in their hearts to do something about
violence in the schools by providing
some counselors, some afterschool
money so desperately needed in our
country today.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE

I am happy for the Senator from
West Virginia, that he was able to get
a commitment for a crisis he is facing
in the steel industry in his State. I
agreed with him, that particular piece
of legislation and those funds should
have been placed into this bill, and
they were not. So I found this a very
strange conference. I miss the Appro-
priations Committee. I was on it for
two beautiful years. So I sat and
watched at 1 in the morning as Sen-
ators and House Members debated. You
may wonder, why would the Senator
from California do that? Very simple:
It is a very important bill that is be-
fore us.

I believe in what NATO is trying to
accomplish. I agreed with the Presi-
dent that we needed to find about $6
billion for the military. It turns out it
is almost double that, that winds up in
this bill. The pay raise is taken care of.
I wanted to do an even higher pay
raise, but that pay raise—it is not an
emergency, it is an obligation. We have
to back the pay raise in the regular ap-
propriations bills. This is just another
way to push dollars around.

I do not think it is fair to say that is
an emergency. I supported the funds in
there for America’s farmers, for Hurri-
cane Mitch; those things were fine. But
some of the riders in this bill really
were wrong, not only wrong in sub-
stance but wrong to put in this bill.
For example, the rider that deals with
the tobacco funds from the tobacco
lawsuit. It is not that I object that the
Federal Government will not get a
share of that—because I am willing to
say it is fine, the Governors are the
ones who put their names out there and
they should get these funds. But to say
to the Governors who are getting our
part of the reimbursement: By the way,
spend it any way you like—we are
going to see Governors use that money
to put a swimming pool in the Gov-
ernor’s mansion; we are going to see
Governors use that to build a little
street in the mneighborhood where
maybe some of their donors live.

I do not come from the school of
thought that Governors are better than
Senators. I think we run on a platform
and most of us, most of us from both
parties, believe we need to take care of
the health care needs of our people.
Comes along this bill, comes along a
rider that says: Governors, you can
spend that any way you want. Build a
running track for your friends around
the Governor’s mansion? Fine, no prob-
lem, no strings. I have a problem with
that. We should make sure our Gov-
ernors are taking care of the health
needs of their citizens since part of
that money rightly comes from a re-
covery that included Federal pro-
grams—Medicaid, as an example.

Then there are three riders that deal
with the environment in one way or
the other. One has to do with oil royal-
ties. This is about the third time that
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antienvironmental rider has been
placed in this bill, because colleagues
know they cannot get the votes here. It
is stopping the Interior Department
from collecting the rent payments or
the royalty payments from oil compa-
nies who drill on Federal land, tax-
payers’ land. That money is being sto-
len from us. How do I know that? Be-
cause there have been lawsuits. And
every time the Federal Government
wins those lawsuits—I ask for 1 addi-
tional minute, if I might.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, how much
time do I have remaining under my
control?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has 18 minutes remaining.

Mr. BYRD. I yield 1 more minute to
the Senator.

Mrs. BOXER. So here we have a situ-
ation where the Interior Department
could use the money to help with our
parks and open space, and the oil com-
panies get another special rider on this
bill. It is the third time that has hap-
pened. Mr. President, I do not think
that is the way to legislate.

Then we have an environmental rider
placed in the bill by Senator GORTON
who now, I understand, is not even
going to vote for this bill which has his
rider in it that does tremendous dam-
age to the State of Washington by per-
mitting a mine up there.

There are so many things in this bill
that do not belong in it. So it is with
a heavy heart I say to my friends, for
whom I have great respect, I cannot
vote for this. I do not think everything
in there is truly an emergency. Yet I
think those things that were emer-
gencies were left out.

I look forward to working with my
friends in the regular order so we can
debate some of these important meas-
ures outside this so-called emergency
designation.

I yield the floor.

Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, I will
vote against the pending conference re-
port because I believe it, and the policy
and process behind it, represent a
shameful failure on behalf of our Amer-
ican servicemen and women now in
harm’s way in the Balkans.

This legislation before the Senate
today displays exactly what’s wrong
with Washington, including the United
States Senate. There is much in the
pending conference report on Supple-
mental Appropriations which is ur-
gently needed and which I support.
American farmers need and deserve the
disaster assistance included in this leg-
islation. The Kosovar refugees need
and deserve massive resettlement and
reconstruction assistance, of which the
pending measure provides at least a
down payment. Our servicemen and
women need and deserve the pay raise
it provides and above all, those who are
on the front lines in the Balkans and
elsewhere in the world need supplies
and equipment.
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