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of the Judiciary Committee who did 
more than any other single person to 
bring the good parts of this bill to the 
floor. He deserves a lot of recognition. 
This is his first term in the Senate. To 
have such a significant role on a bill of 
this magnitude I think is a great star 
in Senator SESSIONS’ crown. I certainly 
recognize that and tell him what a 
pleasure it has been to work with him 
and with his staff in doing this. 

Let me just add one last thing. The 
Senator is right, the Senator from 
Vermont. We are here trying to save 
our children. We are here trying to 
make this a better world for them. We 
are here trying to make it clear to peo-
ple in this country there is such a 
thing as discipline and we have to 
abide by certain rules in society. This 
bill will help a lot of young kids out 
there to realize there are rules and 
they are worthy rules; if they will 
abide by them, we will continue to 
have a great society for the next 200-
plus years. To the extent this bill has 
come through, as extensive and good as 
it is, we owe a lot to the Senator from 
Georgia. 

I want to end this debate with a re-
minder. We have been on this bill for 2 
weeks talking about violent juvenile 
crime, about the events in Littleton, 
about kids who use guns and about kids 
influenced by violence in the media. 
Unfortunately for all of us, that is 
true. But let us not lose sight of the 
millions of kids in this country, hun-
dreds of thousands in Utah, who are 
really good young people. 

We give a lot of attention, and the 
bill focuses even more, on young people 
who get into trouble with the law. Let 
us not forget that about the kids who 
fly straight. As we wrap up consider-
ation of this bill, let’s thank the mil-
lions of young people across this land 
who work hard, study long hours, re-
spect and love their parents and 
friends, and care for others around 
them. There are millions and millions 
of good kids in this country. What we 
are trying to make sure is the kids who 
were led astray, the kids who we think 
may not be so good, they are going to 
get a break—or at least they are going 
to understand what the law is with re-
gard to violence. This bill, I think, will 
go a long way to solving these prob-
lems. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alabama. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I 

thank the Senator from Utah, who is a 
master legislator, who took this bill 
through storms none of us expected 
would occur. This was an emotional 
time in America. It has generated an 
awful lot of amendments and ideas, 
some of which are good and some of 
which I frankly think are not healthy. 

I believe we need to focus on pros-
ecuting criminals who use guns. It al-
ways galled me as a former Federal 

prosecutor myself that here this ad-
ministration blamed the Congress for 
not passing more laws when their own 
Department of Justice had allowed 
prosecutions of gun cases to drop 40 
percent. You wonder why we are pass-
ing laws if they are not using them. 

Those were some of the matters that 
came up. My vision for this bill from 
the beginning was to create a Federal 
program to assist the local juvenile 
justice systems in America. We put 
money where these judges and prosecu-
tors and probation officers are over-
whelmed by the huge crush of juvenile 
cases. We have increased funding dra-
matically for adult programs for 
crimefighting but we have not done the 
same for juveniles. Those juveniles, 
then, come on and become adult crimi-
nals. 

I hope everybody in America who 
cares about what is happening will ask 
how their juvenile court system is 
doing. Does the judge in their town 
have an option when a child is arrested 
to send them to prison, detention, boot 
camp, alternative schools, drug treat-
ment, mental health, family coun-
seling? Can the judge impose that? Can 
he impose a probation order and then 
have the resources to make sure that 
youngster is at home at night at 7 like 
he ordered, or do we do like most 
courts in America, because they do not 
have enough resources, so orders are 
written but nobody enforces them? 

If we love these children, if we care 
about these children, when they are ar-
rested, we will drug test them, because 
if they are using drugs, they are going 
to continue in the life of crime. Sixty-
seven to 70 percent of the people in 
America who are arrested for a felony 
test positive for an illegal drug. It is an 
accelerant to crime. This legislation 
does that kind of thing. 

It provides money for drug testing. It 
provides money for recordkeeping. We 
hope every juvenile court system in 
America will input criminal history 
records into the Federal NCIC, Na-
tional Crime Information Center, that 
the FBI manages. They want these 
records because these children move 
around and some of them are very vio-
lent. Those records need to be main-
tained. This bill provides for that. 

It provides for research on which pro-
grams are working. Many of them are 
not successful, according to the De-
partment of Justice, and we need to 
make sure these prevention programs 
are working well. It provides for re-
search for that. 

I am of a belief that this legislation—
and it can use some work in con-
ference, and I know Senator HATCH and 
others will try to improve it—can help 
us create a better juvenile justice sys-
tem so we can intervene effectively at 
the first arrest. We can make that 
youngster’s first brush with the law 
their last because we deal with them 
seriously and not as a revolving door. 

Sometimes we have to use some form 
of detention because some of these kids 
just will not mind otherwise. We know 
that. They have multiple arrests. 

I believe we have made some 
progress. I am honored to have worked 
with Senator LEAHY, Senator BIDEN, 
and certainly Senator HATCH, the 
chairman of our committee. He is an 
outstanding legislator, a man of integ-
rity and principle, and an outstanding 
constitutional lawyer who cares about 
his country and serves it well every 
day. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to a period for morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

f 

BUYING FLOOD DAMAGED 
VEHICLES 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, consumers, 
motor vehicle administrators, law en-
forcement, and the automotive and in-
surance industries anxiously await 
Congressional action on appropriate 
and workable title branding legisla-
tion. Legislation that provides used car 
purchasers with much needed pre-pur-
chase disclosure information for se-
verely damaged vehicles. 

As a result of varying state ap-
proaches, consumers are not always ad-
vised of a vehicle’s damage history. 
The National Salvage Motor Vehicle 
Consumer Protection Act, S. 655, that I 
introduced back in March, would help 
correct this problem. It provides grant 
funds to states to encourage their 
adoption of uniform terms and proce-
dures for salvage and other severely 
damaged vehicles. While a mandatory 
federal scheme was suggested during 
the last Congress, there were serious 
Constitutional concerns and the real 
potential that Congress would create 
an expensive unfunded mandate on 
states. The approach taken in S.655 
overcomes these problems and provides 
states with offsetting funding. 

Mr. President, it is clear that any 
title branding legislation Congress 
adopts must contain a rational defini-
tion for vehicles that sustain signifi-
cant water damage. 

The Congressionally chartered Motor 
Vehicle Titling, Registration and Sal-
vage Advisory Committee, whose rec-
ommendations for curtailing title 
fraud and automobile theft spurred my 
sponsorship of S.655, came to the rea-
soned conclusion that water damage 
was so potentially insidious in nature 
that a separate and distinct consumer 
disclosure category needed to be cre-
ated. One that distinguished flood vehi-
cles from salvage and nonrepairable ve-
hicles. 
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