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IN MEMORY OF THE LATE DR. 

FRANCISCO G. TUDELA 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 11, 1999

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the memory of a friend who recently 
passed away. Dr. Francisco G. Tudela was a 
great man and a caring physician whose de-
votion to the sanctity and dignity of life will be 
greatly missed. 

Dr. Tudela was born in Guantanamo, Cuba 
on July 19, 1919. Despite that fact that Dr. 
Tudela had risen to the position of Director of 
the Guantanamo City Hospital in Cuba, he 
went into exile because of his commitment to 
Liberty and Freedom. In 1960, Dr. Tudela 
moved with his family to the United States and 
practiced his speciality of Obstetrics-Gyne-
cology in Newport News, Virginia before even-
tually settling in Miami, Florida. 

Dr. Tudela was well-known for his opposi-
tion to abortion and always said that ‘‘Doctors 
are to save babies, not to kill them.’’ He is 
credited with delivering more than 8,000 ba-
bies—many of whom owe their lives to his 
medical knowledge and care. 

Dr. Tudela came from a family that has a 
long history of service to mankind. He was the 
son of the renowned Cuban physician, Dr. 
Francisco J. Tudela who graduated from the 
University of Chicago School of Medicine. He 
was also the grandson and grand-nephew of 
three valiant Cuban heroes of the Cuban War 
of Independence, Colonels Enrique Tudela, 
Vicente Tudela and Emilio Tudela. 

Dr. Tudela and his devoted wife, Mrs. 
Josefa Gonzalez Tudela, loving raised their 
two sons to continue the family commitment to 
medicine and children. Both sons, Dr. José 
Angel Tudela, a pediatrician, and Dr. Fran-
cisco G. Tudela, Jr., an obstetrician-gyne-
cologist, are outstanding physicians in Miami-
Dade County. 

I will miss the friendship and wise counsel 
of Dr. Tudela. He always had a kind and en-
couraging word and I was filled with optimism 
after every opportunity I had to speak with 
him. I would like to express my profound con-
dolences to Mrs. Tudela and her two sons at 
this difficult time. 

f

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
BELLEFONTE AREA HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS ON ACHIEVE-
MENTS AT HISTORY DAY COM-
PETITION 

HON. JOHN E. PETERSON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 11, 1999

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in honor of several stu-
dents of Bellefonte Area High School in 
Bellefonte, Pennsylvania. On April 7, 1999, Ju-
niata College hosted the 1999 History Day 
Competition. This year’s topic for students was 
to explain the impact a particular invention had 
on society. Working long hours with their 

teacher advisors—Martha Nastase and Ed 
Fitzgerald—these Bellefonte High seniors ex-
hibited scholastic excellence via an eagerness 
to share their acquired knowledge with peers 
and others. 

Award winners in the Senior Group Project 
category—prsenting on their topic of Anima-
tion—were Melissa Clark, Kendra Gettig, Kim 
Marchek, Elizabeth Rodgers, and Cary Zie-
gler. Also taking home winning ribbons in the 
category of Senior Media Presentation with 
their project on birth control were David 
Barningham, Greg Shoemaker, and Mike Wil-
son. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and all our House 
colleagues to join me in recognizing these 
Bellefonte High School students who brought 
deserved recognition to their school and com-
munity. Following their tremendous example, 
America’s youth will no doubt shape a brighter 
tomorrow for all of us. 

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DOUG BEREUTER 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 11, 1999

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, on May 6, 
1999, I was absent on official business and 
missed rollcall votes 119 (the Istook amend-
ment to H.R. 1664) and 120 (final passage on 
H.R. 1664, the Kosovo and Southwest Asia 
Supplemental Appropriations Act). Had I been 
present I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on both 
votes. 

f

EXPOSING RACISM 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 11, 1999

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, in my continuing efforts to document and 
expose racism in America, I submit the fol-
lowing articles into the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD.

JUDGE CLEARS WAY FOR TRIAL OF FIVE 
WHITES IN 1970 KILLING OF BLACK MAN 

BELZONI, MISS. (AP).—The rejection of 
speedy trial arguments has apparently 
cleared the way for five white men to stand 
trial for murder in the beating death of a 
black man almost three decades ago. 

Humphreys County Circuit Judge Jannie 
Lewis on Thursday rejected claims by de-
fense attorneys that ordering a trial now 
would violate the rights of the men. 

Lewis ruled the state Supreme Court had 
earlier rejected similar speedy trial argu-
ments in the case of Byron De La Beckwith, 
convicted in 1994 in the ambush slaying of 
black leader Medgar Evers in Jackson. 

The five are accused of killing 54-year-old 
Rainey Pool in April 1970. Authorities said 
the sharecropper was beaten to death and his 
body thrown into the Sunflower River. 

Charged with murder are Joe Oliver Wat-
son, 56, of Rolling Fork; James ‘‘Doc’’ 
Caston, 65, of Satartia; his brother, Charles 
E. Caston, 60, of Holly Bluff; Hal Crimm, 49, 
of Vicksburg; and Dennis Howell Newton, 49, 
of Flora. 

Watson’s attorney Gaines Dyer of Green-
ville argued that Beckwith had two trials 
with hung juries in 1964 while the defendants 
in the Humphreys County case never went to 
trial. 

‘‘Should this defendant be subjected to a 
trial 29 years later because the district at-
torney believes now he can get a conviction 
because the racial climate is different?’’ 
Dyer asked the court. 

The case against Beckwith’s was reopened 
after records of the defunct state Sov-
ereignty Commission showed the segregation 
spy agency had screened jurors for Beckwith 
in 1964. 

District Attorney James Powell Reopened 
the case last year at the request of Pool’s 
relatives. He said the defendants were not 
entitled to a dismissal because ‘‘they can no 
longer get a jury that stacks in their favor.’’

‘‘There was never any real attempt to se-
cure justice’’ in the Pool case, Powell said. 

In a 1970 ruling, then-Circuit Judge B.B. 
Wilkes threw out a statement Watson made 
to police in which he allegedly implicated 
himself and four others. Wilkes dismissed 
the case three days later at the request of 
prosecutors. 

Powell in July obtained new indictments 
against Watson, Crimm and the Castons, 
plus Newton, who was not previously 
charged. 

A June 28 trial date is set for Newton. Pow-
ell said Watson’s trial would follow. 

Charles Caston, James Caston, and Crimm, 
all represented by Vicksburg attorney Mark 
Prewitt, will face trial together. 

Newton and Watson made statements im-
plicating themselves and the others, Powell 
said Thursday. He said Crimm admitted in-
volvement to the woman he would later 
marry. 

Newton on Thursday testified that he 
wasn’t read his rights. ‘‘They said they knew 
I didn’t do it, didn’t have anything to do 
with it, and just wanted to know what hap-
pened that night,’’ Newton testified. 

Retired Highway Patrol Investigator John 
Pressgrove said Newton was read his rights. 
However, he acknowledged that part of the 
record was in someone else’s handwriting. 

Pressgrove said he had no independent 
recollection of the interview. 

‘‘You know I can’t remember 30 years ago. 
I can’t hardly remember what I did yester-
day,’’ the 71-year-old Cleveland man said. 

Lewis ruled a jury can be told about New-
ton’s statement but Crimm’s wife, Margaret 
Crimm, could not be called to testify. She 
did not rule on the admissibility of Watson’s 
statement. 

Greenville attorney Howard Dyer III, who 
also represents Watson, argued that Powell’s 
statements in newspaper interviews, includ-
ing his intention to use Watson’s confession, 
should be grounds to dismiss the charge 
against his client. 

‘‘He shouldn’t be making statements to the 
public, particularly in view of the fact that 
we’ve got a confession that has been sup-
pressed, thrown out, done away with,’’ Dyer 
said.

FIRE THAT DAMAGED BLACK CHURCH WAS SET 
WINSTON-SALEM—A fire that heavily dam-

aged a black church Sunday was set, inves-
tigators said. 

‘‘Everybody’s devastated,’’ said Bishop 
Evelyn Timmons, who has been the pastor at 
Saint’s Delight Church since 1997. ‘‘That 
church is going to have to be demolished.’’

Winston-Salem fire officials have not 
found a motive or a suspect in the burning of 
the Pentecostal church in east Winston-
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