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Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN), the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD)
and myself. That draft should serve as
the basis for the chairman’s mark.

The American Medical Association
has just written me a letter that con-
tains high praise for this draft. Mr.
Speaker, I ask that the full text of this
letter be included in the RECORD at this
point.

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION,
Chicago, IL, May 12, 1999.
Hon. GREG GANSKE,
Longworth House Office Building,
Representatives, Washington, DC

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE GANSKE: On behalf
of the 300,000 physician and student members
of the American Medical Association (AMA),
I would like to thank you for your efforts in
drafting a compromise patient protection
package for the Commerce Committee. The
draft proposal, developed by Representatives
Tom Coburn, MD (OK) and Charles Norwood,
DDS (GA), and you, is a significant mile-
stone in the advancement of real patient pro-
tections through the Congress. We look for-
ward to working with you to perfect the
draft bill through the committee process and
to pass a comprehensive, bipartisan patient
protection bill this year.

It is imperative that a patient protection
bill be reported out of committee and be con-
sidered on the floor prior to the July 4th re-
cess. The AMA stands ready to help further
advance these important patient protections
through the committee process, the House
floor and final passage.

The AMA applauds the inclusion of ‘“‘med-
ical necessity” language that is fair to pa-
tients, plans and physicians alike. We are
particularly pleased with the non-binding
list of medical necessity considerations that
you have incorporated into the draft bill.

The AMA is pleased with the incorporation
of the ‘‘state flexibility’’ provisions that
allow patient protections passed by various
states to remain in force. Allowing pre-
existing patient protection laws to remain in
force is critical to the success of federal pa-
tient protection legislation such as the draft
bill.

The draft bill also offers patients a real
choice by incorporating a ‘‘point of service”
option provision. The AMA supports this im-
portant patient protection because it puts
the full power of the free market to work to
protect consumers.

We applaud your inclusion of a comprehen-
sive disclosure provision that allows con-
sumers to make educated decisions as they
comparison shop for health care coverage.
The AMA also notes with great appreciation
the many improvements that the draft bill
makes over last year’s Patient Protection
Act.

The draft bill expands consumer protec-
tions with a perfected ‘‘emergency services’
provision. By eliminating the cost differen-
tial between network and out-of-network
emergency rooms, the draft bill offers ex-
panded protection for patients who are at
their most vulnerable moments.

We support the strides the draft bill takes
in protecting consumers with a comprehen-
sive ban on gag practices. This is an impor-
tant consumer protection that the AMA has
been seeking for more than six years.

We commend the improvements incor-
porated in the ‘‘appeals process’ provisions
of the draft bill. The bill represents a major
step toward guaranteeing consumers the
right to a truly independent, binding and fair
review of health care decisions made by their
HMO.
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The April 22nd draft copy of the bill makes
a strong beginning for the Commerce Com-
mittee and the 106th Congress on the issue of
patient protection and reaffirms the leader-
ship role that you have assumed in the proc-
ess. While you have raised some concerns
about the process, the AMA stands ready to
assist in completion of this legislative task.
The AMA wishes to thank you for your ef-
forts and work with you and the minority to
pass a comprehensive, bipartisan patient
protection bill this year. We look forward to
working with you toward this goal.

Respectfully,

E. RATCLIFFE ANDERSON, Jr., MD.

Mr. Speaker, I sincerely hope that
the chairmen of the committees of ju-
risdiction will not substantively
change this draft and that they will
keep it clean. It is also important that
we move expeditiously on this issue. A
strong patient protection bill should be
debated under a fair rule on the floor
by July 4.

On the floor by July 4.

Mr. Speaker, on the floor by July 4.

I look forward to working with you
and with all of my colleagues to see
real HMO reform signed into law this
Congress.

———

SETTING RECORD STRAIGHT ON
GAMING

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SAXTON). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from Nevada
(Ms. BERKLEY) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I am
dismayed about the news articles this
week erroneously reporting on the
gaming industry. For the benefit of my
colleagues, I want to set the record
straight. I offer my comments on be-
half of the more than 700,000 Americans
who are employed by legal and well-
regulated gaming.

One recent article alleged that the
gaming industry has caused major
problems in our society and that it ex-
ploits the public. Another article in-
cludes the allegation that the only peo-
ple who go to casinos are elderly Social
Security recipients. These unfounded
and outrageous allegations are a prod-
uct of what objective researchers call
the circle of disinformation about the
gaming industry, disinformation
spawned by a clique of antigaming
zealots.

Unfortunately, this disinformation
finds its way into the press, misleading
the public and hurting the reputation
of each of the 700,000 Americans em-
ployed by the industry.

Gaming must be the most studied in-
dustry in the United States, and study
after study shows that the industry’s
customers come from all age groups,
all geographic areas and from all walks
of life. They choose legal gaming as a
part of their leisure activities. And
study after study shows that, by a
large margin, Americans firmly believe
that people should be allowed to par-
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ticipate in gaming if they so choose to
do so.

Academic studies also show that
legal gaming does not cause society’s
problems. To the contrary, the re-
search on the benefits of the industry
to the communities are lengthy and
convincing. Tens of thousands of gam-
ing employees are in good jobs rather
than being on welfare and on food
stamps. Two-thirds of the gaming em-
ployees report they have better health
care because of their jobs in gaming.
More than 40 percent say they have
better access to day care as a result of
employment in the gaming industry.

The industry has a payroll approach-
ing $9 billion, generating tremendous
community economic benefits. Gaming
employees buy houses and cars and ap-
pliances. In many areas, they have ig-
nited economic booms. For example,
my hometown of Las Vegas now ranks
in the top three best cities to start up
a business because of favorable taxes, a
lower crime rate, job growth and rec-
reational facilities and civic pride, all
stimulated by a robust gaming econ-
omy.

I encourage my colleagues to look
closely at the well-documented facts
about the gaming industry, rather than
being influenced by the distortions
that come from a circle of
disinformation. I can use myself as an
example, having been raised in Las
Vegas. My family moved there 38 years
ago. My dad was able to get a job and,
because of the robust economy that the
gaming industry provided Las Vegas,
he managed to put a roof over our
head, food on the table, clothes on our
back and two daughters through col-
lege and law school. The reason for
that was a robust economy fueled by
the gaming industry. I ask my col-
leagues to look to me as an example,
look to my family, look to my parents,
and look to my children as cited as ex-
amples of what good community gam-
ing can foster.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF COMPREHEN-
SIVE RETIREMENT SECURITY
AND PENSION REFORM ACT OF
1999

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this evening to discuss an issue of
great importance to so many Ameri-
cans, and that is financial security in
retirement. It is an important issue
that has made the headlines a lot late-
ly because of the retirement squeeze
that our country faces.

We have more and more people who
are going to be retiring, the baby boom
generation, 76 million Americans, in-
cluding myself, beginning to retire in
10 short years. We have people living
much longer in this country, which is a
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