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Impeached President Clinton rebuffs cri-
tiques of Chinese human rights policies. In a 
news conference the Chinese Premier states 
that there has been enough talk of human 
rights. He further says that the Chinese just 
have a different way of looking at things. 
The media and, apparently Congress, buy off 
on this as a valid explanation as to the ongo-
ing and increasing human rights atrocities 
being committed in China (as reported by 
Amnesty International). Put this together 
with the campaign fund-raising issue with 
the Chinese and an interesting puzzle starts 
to form. 

WHY ARE WE BOMBING THE SERBS AND 
COURTING THE CHINESE? POSSIBLE ANSWER:
Mrs. Albright is Albanian and lost a grand-

father and two cousins to Serb cleansing 
after WWII, as was reported in the New York 
Times. China was a staunch ally of Albania 
during the period of the cold war. Impeached 
President Clinton and China have a strange 
involved relationship, which is under inves-
tigation. Impeached President Clinton has 
always hated the United States Military. He 
is quoted as having stated that he loathed 
the military. Through the course of the poli-
cies and practices of the current administra-
tion: morale of the military is at a 25-year 
low; deployments are at an all time high; Re-
serve and National Guard units are being 
used on a regular basis in places such as 
Haiti, Bosnia, Central America and the 
Sinai; cruise missile and other munitions 
stores are being completely depleted and not 
replaced; all branches of the military are 
under manned; service members are leaving 
in record numbers; recruitment is at a two-
decade low and China has gained 40 years 
worth of nuclear technology in the last six 
years. 

I believe that the U.S. involvement in 
Yugoslavia is for only two real reasons: 

1. Mrs. Albright’s ancestral hatred of the 
Serbs. Now she is in power as an impeached 
President Appointee to seek revenge for her 
people—the Albanians. 

2. Impeached President Clinton’s ongoing 
relationship with the Chinese and his M.O. to 
use the military to divert and confuse the al-
ready short and anemic attention span of the 
American people. 

I am not by nature a conspirator. I am a 
patriot. I am a critical thinker. I doubt that 
you will agree with my bold answer to my 
bold question. However, as to my five main 
points, I do hope that you will muse on 
them. As a soldier, I will go to wherever I am 
sent. As with all soldiers, I will do my duty 
to the best of my ability. I have had a ter-
rible three years of employment since I lost 
my job due to my military service in Haiti. 
I was shot at and could have been killed as 
I stopped a Croat from blowing up his car at 
my base in Bosnia. I volunteered to go to 
Desert Storm; as a soldier I felt that I should 
be with my brothers in arms. I do not want, 
however, to see my children in a Vietnam-
like situation. A situation in which at the 
end of the day, after the waste of lives, mate-
rial, resources and National Honor, no dif-
ference will have been made. 

Would you be willing to possibly die for the 
United States of America? Impeached Presi-
dent Clinton has clearly answered that ques-
tion, in a manner quite different from the 
way the proud men and women of the U.S. 
Armed Forces today have answered that 
question. How would you, Senator, answer 
that question? How about your sons and 
daughters, would you commit them to pos-
sibly die for Old Glory? 

Would you be willing to possibly die for 
Kosovo? When it was Vietnman, many did. In 

1974 their deaths became meaningless? If we 
continue down the present path the same 
will be true for those who will lose their 
lives in Yugoslavia. Is this what you want, if 
it were your son who could die on the Field 
of the Blackbirds near Pristina? Is this what 
you want for the lives of the sons and daugh-
ters of your constituents? 

Congress has not declared a war. Congress 
can stop this before it becomes a U.S. trag-
edy. I urge you, for the sake of this country, 
stop the conflict in Yugoslavia. Pull our 
forces out of the Balkans. You have the 
power to either end this or escalate it. 

It is not unlike riding a bike up a road that 
is increasingly getting steeper. One either 
has to pedal harder, or get off of the bike. 
Let’s get off. At the top of this hill is a cliff. 

f 

AMERICAN LEGION URGES WITH-
DRAWAL OF TROOPS FROM 
YUGOSLAVIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. STEARNS) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 5 minutes. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I do not 
know of any group that is more re-
spected and has more credibility when 
it comes to our Nation’s veterans than 
the American Legion. Mr. Speaker, the 
Legion, representing over 3 million of 
our Nation’s veterans, has gone on 
record against our involvement in 
Kosovo. 

I would like to share with my col-
leagues this afternoon a portion of a 
letter sent to the President by the 
American Legion about our involve-
ment in Kosovo, and I quote: ‘‘The 
American Legion, a wartime veterans’ 
organization of nearly 3 million mem-
bers, urges the immediate withdrawal 
of American troops participating in Op-
eration Allied Force.’’ 

The letter went on to outline resolu-
tion number 44, the American Legion’s 
statement on Yugoslavia that was 
adopted unanimously by their organi-
zation on May 5, 1999: 

‘‘This resolution voices grave con-
cern about the commitment of U.S. 
armed forces to Operation Allied Force 
unless the following conditions are ful-
filled: One, there is a clear statement 
by the President of why it is in our 
vital national interests to engage in 
Operation Allied Force. Two, guide-
lines be established for the mission, in-
cluding a clear exit strategy. Three, 
that there be support of the mission by 
the United States Congress and the 
American people. Four, that it be made 
clear U.S. forces will be commanded by 
U.S. officers whom we acknowledge are 
superior military leaders. 

The Legion believes that at least 
three of these conditions have not been 
met, and if they are not all met, then 
the President should withdraw Amer-
ican forces immediately.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I agree with this posi-
tion. 

The President has committed the 
armed forces of the United States in a 

joint operation with NATO, Operation 
Allied Force, but has not yet clearly 
defined what Americans’ vital interests 
are in this region. The American people 
have a right to know why we are there. 
The President, in eight weeks of mili-
tary action, has not properly defined 
what the specific objectives of NATO 
are, nor has the White House defined 
an exit strategy. And if my colleagues 
will remember, Mr. Speaker, the Presi-
dent promised our Nation that the U.S. 
military forces would be out of Bosnia 
in one year. Three years and six 
months later, U.S. personnel are still 
in Bosnia, and I expect that they will 
continue to be there for years to come. 
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How long will our forces be in 
Kosovo? Will the President claim they 
will be there for just 1 year once again? 

I continue to be troubled with Amer-
ica’s participation in this conflict. U.S. 
forces continue to carry the over-
whelming share of the military burden, 
rather than our European NATO allies. 
Only 13 of NATO’s 19 member nations 
are actively engaged in Operation Al-
lied Force. American pilots are flying 
some 90 percent of the missions. 

It also seem to me that the Clinton 
administration continues to disregard 
attempts to reach a diplomatic solu-
tion. After a bipartisan congressional 
delegation met with the parliamentary 
leaders of Russia in Vienna recently to 
start formulating terms of a negotiated 
settlement to establish a cease-fire and 
establish peacekeeping operations, and 
after Reverend Jackson’s successful 
trip to release the three American 
servicemen, the administration has not 
attempted to follow through on any of 
these overtures. 

Many of us here in Congress are vet-
erans. We swore an oath to defend our 
country and her interests. But we must 
remember, wars are fought to protect 
national security interests, not for 
human rights. In fact, no major con-
flict has been waged solely for the pur-
pose of defending a beleaguered people. 
The United States has a moral interest 
in Yugoslavia, but we have no national 
interest. 

This conflict violates the conserv-
ative principle that goes back to our 
American Founding Fathers: non-
intervention in the internal affairs of 
other countries, except to counter 
threats to our national interest. Our 
dedication to free markets and demo-
cratic institutions are exportable only 
by example, not by force. 

My greatest hope is that we can 
reach a diplomatic solution to this cri-
sis and bring our men and women home 
safely. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people are suffering from what I 
call Clinton fatigue. They question our 
reasons for being in Kosovo, and they 
now question the bases for which the 
President is choosing his policy. 
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I include for the RECORD the full text 

of the American Legion letter of May 5. 
The letter referred to is as follows:

THE AMERICAN LEGION, 
OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL COMMANDER, 

Washington, DC, May 5, 1999. 
The PRESIDENT, 
The White House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: The American Le-
gion, a wartime veterans organization of 
nearly three-million members, urges the im-
mediate withdrawal of American troops par-
ticipating in ‘‘Operation Allied Force.’’

The National Executive Committee of The 
American Legion, meeting in Indianapolis 
today, adopted Resolution 44, titled ‘‘The 
American Legion’s Statement on Yugo-
slavia.’’ This resolution was debated and 
adopted unanimously. 

Mr. President, the United States Armed 
Forces should never be committed to war-
time operations unless the following condi-
tions are fulfilled: 

That there be a clear statement by the 
President of why it is in our vital national 
interests to be engaged in hostilities; 

Guidelines be established for the mission, 
including a clear exit strategy; 

That there be support of the mission by the 
U.S. Congress and the American people; and 

That it be made clear that U.S. Forces will 
be commanded only by U.S. officers whom 
we acknowledge are superior military lead-
ers. 

It is the opinion of The American Legion, 
which I am sure is shared by the majority of 
Americans, that three of the above listed 
conditions have not been met in the current 
joint operations with NATO (‘‘Operation Al-
lied Force’’). 

In no case should America commit its 
Armed Forces in the absence of clearly de-
fined objectives agreed upon by the U.S. Con-
gress in accordance with Article I, Section 8, 
of the Constitution of the United States. 

Sincerely, 
HAROLD L. ‘‘BUTCH’’ MILLER, 

National Commander. 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, THE 
AMERICAN LEGION, MAY 5, 1999

RESOLUTION NO. 44: THE AMERICAN LEGION 
STATEMENT ON YUGOSLAVIA 

Whereas, the President has committed the 
Armed Forces of the United States, in a joint 
operation with NATO (‘‘Operation Allied 
Force’’), to engage in hostilities in the Fed-
eral Republic of Yugoslavia without clearly 
defining America’s vital national interests; 
and 

Whereas, neither the President nor the 
Congress have defined America’s objectives 
in what has become an open-ended conflict 
characterized by an ill-defined progressive 
escalation; and 

Whereas, it is obvious that an ill-planned 
and massive commitment of U.S. resources 
could only lead to troops being killed, 
wounded or captured without advancing any 
clear purpose, mission or objective; and 

Whereas, the American people rightfully 
support the ending of crimes and abuses by 
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, and the 
extending of humanitarian relief to the suf-
fering people of the region; and 

Whereas, America should not commit re-
sources to the prosecution of hostilities in 
the absence of clearly defined objectives 
agreed upon by the U.S. Congress in accord-
ance with Article I Section 8 of the Constitu-
tional of the United States; now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, by the National Executive Com-
mittee of The American Legion in regular 

meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
May 5–6, 1999, That The American Legion, 
which is composed of nearly 3 million vet-
erans of war-time service, voices its grave 
concerns about the commitment of U.S. 
Armed Forces to Operation Allied force, un-
less the following conditions are fulfilled. 

That there be a clear statement by the 
President of why it is in our vital national 
interests to be engaged in Operation Allied 
Force; 

Guidelines be established for the mission, 
including a clear exit strategy; 

That there be support of the mission by the 
U.S. Congress and the American people; and 

That it be made clear U.S. Forces will be 
commanded only by U.S. officers whom we 
acknowledge are superior military leaders; 
and, be it further 

Resolved, that, if the aforementioned condi-
tions are not met, The American Legion 
calls upon the President and the Congress to 
withdraw American forces immediately from 
Operation Allied Force; and, be it further 

Resolved, that The American Legion calls 
upon the Congress and the international 
community to ease the suffering of the 
Kosovar refugees by providing necessary aid 
and assistance; and, be it finally 

Resolved, that The American Legion reaf-
firms its unwavering admiration of, and sup-
port for, our American men and women serv-
ing in uniform throughout the world, and we 
reaffirm our efforts to provide sufficient na-
tional assets to ensure their well being. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PEASE). Pursuant to clause 12 of rule I, 
the Chair declares the House in recess 
until 2 p.m. 

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 1 
minute p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 2 p.m.

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 2 
p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Reverend James David 
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er: 

We place before You, gracious God, 
the concerns of our hearts and souls. 
You have invited us to offer our pray-
ers for ourselves and others and You 
have said that we can place our private 
petitions before You and seek Your 
peace. With the confidence of Your 
presence, O God, we utter our private 
feelings to You, expressing our hopes 
and fears, our joys and sorrows, and 
our faith for a new day. Bless our peti-
tions and our prayers, O God, for it is 
in You that we place our trust. In Your 
name we pray. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PITTS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT 

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to urge my colleagues to support 
the emergency supplemental bill be-
cause this vote will be the first step in 
putting this Nation’s military back on 
its feet. 

America’s military is today a hollow 
force, due in fact to 14 years of con-
secutive cuts in defense spending while 
our military operations have increased 
300 percent. 

For example, Allied Force is the 33rd 
deployment of U.S. armed forces in the 
last 9 years. Our military men and 
women should receive their doctorate 
degrees in the school of ‘‘doing more 
and more with less and less.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud that this 
Republican Congress has added to the 
President’s defense budget for 4 
straight years and that the Committee 
on Armed Services, in a bipartisan 
manner, has had the foresight and the 
will to address these shortfalls. 

But today is only the first step. Our 
forces are stretched to the limit, am-
munition supplies are depleted, train-
ing funds are used to sustain real-world 
contingencies, recruiting goals are not 
being met, and weapons procurement 
has been delayed. 

A ‘‘yes’’ vote sends the right message 
to our troops and to America’s enemies 
around the world that the American 
military will be properly equipped, 
properly trained, and ready. 

Mr. Speaker, America’s security and 
our military men and women deserve 
no less. 

f 

CHINA BUILDS SUPER MISSILE 
USING AMERICAN SECRETS 

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the 
news is China has built a super missile. 
The bad news is experts say the missile 
was built with American secrets and 
American dollars. 
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