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CONGRESS SHOULD ENACT GUN
SAFETY LEGISLATION NOW

(Mr. CUMMINGS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, when
manufactured products injure our chil-
dren, we must act. When manufactured
products play a role in the death of our
children, we must act. This concept is
simple and is not new. For years safety
regulations have been promulgated
aimed at protecting our children from
certain products.

I hold in my hand a product that is
small but has maimed or taken the
lives of thousands, a firecracker. Forty
percent of its victims have been chil-
dren under 15 years of age. Fortu-
nately, however, injury rates from this
product are at an all-time low, drop-
ping 30 percent from 1995 to 1996 alone.
Why? Federal safety regulations. In
other words, we took action.

It took decades of tragic experience
to teach us this lesson. We are now fac-
ing a similar situation. Thirteen of our
Nation’s youth are dying each day
from a manufactured product, guns.

I submit that we learn our lesson
now. Again, this concept is simple. It is
not new. Let us act this week to ensure
the safety of our children.

———

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
TO PROVIDE RELIEF FOR THE
MARRIAGE TAX PENALTY

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker,
with Federal taxes at an all-time high,
Congress has, I think, a moral obliga-
tion to provide some relief to the
American people. While there are sev-
eral tax cut proposals that are being
debated in the House, I believe one de-
serves immediate attention. That issue
is the marriage penalty.

Under current law, 21 million cou-
ples, 21 million couples are required to
pay an additional $1,400 a year in taxes
simply because they are married. This
ridiculous policy is undermining the
institution of marriage, and making it
harder for working families to get
ahead.

I have introduced legislation that ad-
dresses this problem by increasing the
standard deduction provided to married
couples so that it equals twice the
amount of the deduction provided to
single taxpayers. It should make sense.

This commonsense proposal would
provide some relief from the marriage
penalty, inject some fairness into the
Tax Code, and strengthen working fam-
ilies. I urge my colleagues to support
it.
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ASKING THE REPUBLICAN LEAD-
ERSHIP TO TAKE UP GUN SAFE-
TY LEGISLATION NOW

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, this
week we are taking up a bill that will
fund congressional salaries, fund the
cleaning of the marble and the brass in
the Capitol, and pay for the furniture
in our offices.

Apparently we have time for that,
but we do not have time to take up leg-
islation to fund more counselors and
after school programs for our children.
While it seems we can find the time to
regulate the manufacture of toys, it
seems we cannot find the time to put
some modest safety regulations on
guns, regulations to keep our children
safe.

Mr. Speaker, where are Republican
priorities? Is it the guns or our chil-
dren? Is it the marble and the brass, or
our schools and our communities?

It is time to make a choice. It is no
use passing a bill to keep our Capitol
marble and brass gleaming if we cannot
pass a bill to keep our children safe in
school.

The true glory of this Capitol is what
we do in this Chamber, so I ask the Re-
publican leadership to let us take up
legislation to keep our children safe
today; not tomorrow, not next month,
but today, before we lose another life.

———

SAVING LIVES CAN RESULT WHEN

PEOPLE START OBEYING EXIST-
ING LAWS
(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I lis-
tened with great interest to my col-
league, the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ). I would say this, this
does become a matter of priorities. We
need to reach out and save American
lives.

One way we can do that is by taking
a careful, considered look at the prob-
lem of domestic violence and school vi-
olence, but also at the very real threat
the Chinese now present to the Amer-
ican people.

Mr. Speaker, nuclear weapons are
really big guns. They are not fire-
crackers. The grim reality is that this
administration, the Clinton-Gore gang,
took hundreds of thousands of dollars
of campaign contributions from the
Communist Chinese, and an arms deal-
er by the name of Wang Jun provided
some of that money. Curiously, the
Justice Department waived any re-
strictions. The result was, 100,000 as-
sault weapons were turned loose in the
city of Los Angeles, adding to the vio-
lence.

Mr. Speaker, it is one thing to talk
about laws, and it is one thing to preen
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and posture on convictions, but the

fact is, serious results come when peo-

ple start by obeying existing laws.
———

INTERNATIONAL CODE-SHARING
AGREEMENTS

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is interesting. I
have listened to all the speeches, and I
can tell the Members that we do have
a number of issues that are pressing
that we need to address. Gun violence
certainly is one we need to address, and
not just talk about the issue, but also
talk about what it takes to correct it.

We are correcting the Chinese situa-
tion because it was discovered, and it is
being addressed in this administration.
It has been going on for 20 years.

I rise today to talk about another
issue of great concern to the flying
public. We hope we can address it soon,
and not look up 20 years and find all of
these planes are crashing that are con-
necting with ours. It is called inter-
national code-sharing agreements.

Code sharing agreements are agree-
ments between air carriers, most often
a U.S. carrier and a foreign flag car-
rier, whereby the U.S. carrier can sell
seats on the other carrier’s flight while
identifying it as their own.

What this means in an international
market is that while the passenger’s
ticket may say he or she is flying on a
U.S. carrier overseas, in reality it is an
overseas flight, and they do not meet
the same safety standards.

I will continue to work to get this
issue addressed.

————

BLAME AND THE CHINESE
ESPIONAGE SCANDAL

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, with re-
gard to the Chinese espionage scandal,
I have heard the other side say over
and over again; let us not overreact; let
us not politicize this; there is plenty of
blame to go around; it is Ronald Rea-
gan’s fault, and, of course, the ‘“‘every-
body does it” defense that we hear
every single time wrongdoing by this
administration is discovered. It is al-
most as though they have no interest
in the real problem, our national secu-
rity.

This administration’s real attention,
its real interest, was raising campaign
cash, avoiding blame, avoiding embar-
rassment, getting reelected. Change
the subject, talk about guns, ciga-
rettes, school uniforms. Let us do it for
the children.

If the Clinton administration had
really wanted to do something to make
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