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the children of this Nation safer, they 
would have protected them from poten-
tial nuclear annihilation some day. 
That is what they should have been 
doing. Instead, they were raising cam-
paign cash. 

f 

WHY WAIT TO DEBATE GUN 
SAFETY LEGISLATION? 

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day the Republican leadership an-
nounced that it was willing to bring 
gun safety legislation to the floor of 
the House in mid June. 

After a week of wrangling and stall-
ing, I applaud their decision to join the 
Democrats to discuss fair and sensible 
measures that will in fact save chil-
dren’s lives. But why are we waiting? 
There is not a reason to put off until 
tomorrow actions that will reduce the 
chances of tragedy today. 

b 1030 
Why do American parents have to 

wait, when they are so scared? I quote 
to my colleagues from USA Today. 
‘‘Slightly more than half of parents 
with school-aged children say they fear 
for their children’s safety when they 
are at school, up from 37 percent 1 year 
ago.’’ 

Parents in this country need to know 
that this body is willing to act, willing 
to act quickly to allay their fears and 
not make them fearful to send their 
children to school every single day. 
That is not what the United States is 
all about. 

Why are we stalling the American 
public? Do we want the additional time 
to give the NRA the opportunity to 
twist arms? Measures like this will 
pass this House in a heartbeat. Let us 
do it, let us do it in the next 2 days. 

f 

ARMING OF COMMUNIST CHINA 
(Mr. TANCREDO asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, the 
mantra of the Democrats this day has 
been gun control. But Mr. Speaker, it 
is very, very difficult to entrust this 
administration and that side of the 
aisle with gun control when they have 
been so unsuccessful with arms con-
trol. 

Many are calling the information re-
vealed in the Cox Report the scandal of 
the century. There are two major scan-
dals detailed in this impressive bipar-
tisan report. There was a national se-
curity breakdown in the Energy De-
partment labs, a breakdown that start-
ed in the 1970s and became nearly total 
beginning in 1993 under an administra-
tion that has never taken national se-
curity issues seriously. 

And there is an even bigger scandal, 
the effort to downplay, to cover up and 
to thwart investigations into the first 
scandal when it became known in 1995. 
I repeat, the bigger of the two scandals 
is not that China successfully spied on 
the U.S., but the almost incomprehen-
sible reaction to that fact when it was 
discovered in 1995. 

The biggest scandal of all is the arm-
ing of the communist Chinese after 
hundreds of thousands of dollars of 
campaign contributions to the Demo-
cratic Party. 

f 

HOUSE SHOULD PASS GUN SAFE-
TY LEGISLATION BEFORE MEMO-
RIAL DAY BREAK 

(Ms. DEGETTE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, the re-
cent spate of school shootings has left 
us all saddened, stunned and deter-
mined to do something. It is time for 
all of us to respond to the outrage of 
the American people. The public wants 
us to protect children from random gun 
violence, and they want action on child 
gun safety legislation. We need to act 
and we need to act now. Every day we 
wait, another 13 children die at the 
hands of a gun. 

I do not believe that legislation is 
the only solution to this complex prob-
lem of youth violence, but I do believe 
that the easy availability of firearms is 
a clear contributing problem. That is 
why my Democratic colleagues and I 
urge the leadership to bring three rea-
sonable gun safety bills to the House 
floor this week. These three bills are 
similar to the legislation enacted in 
the Senate and are commonsense solu-
tions to some of the problems we face. 

First is a bill that requires back-
ground checks for all firearms sales at 
gun shows. Second, a bill that requires 
all handguns to be fitted with child 
safety locks. And, finally, banning 
large ammunition magazines. Let us do 
it this week. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

(Mr. HOEKSTRA asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, it is 
time to review a little history. Just 
last year Republicans put forward a 
commonsense proposal to save 90 per-
cent of the budget surplus for Social 
Security. Simply, it was called the 90– 
10 Plan, 90 percent for Social Security, 
10 percent for tax cuts. 

That proposal was vilified every day 
for months by Democrats as a raid on 
the Social Security Trust Fund. Let 
me repeat that. Democrats repeated 
day in and day out that because only 90 
percent of the surplus was designated 

to go to Social Security, that proposal 
was a raid on the Social Security Trust 
Fund. 

Now this year the President has pro-
posed to set aside 68 percent of the sur-
plus for Social Security, which last 
time I checked was less than the 90 per-
cent which the Republican proposal 
set, and yet the President claims that 
his proposal saved Social Security 
while ours was a raid on the Social Se-
curity Trust Fund. 

Now, there is some reasoning that I 
just do not trust. 

f 

PROTECTING CHILDREN FROM 
GUN VIOLENCE 

(Mr. CROWLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, with 
horror we have watched a string of 
school shooting tragedies over the last 
2 years: Littleton, Colorado; Spring-
field, Oregon; Fayetteville, Tennessee; 
Edinboro, Pennsylvania; Jonesboro, 
Arkansas; West Paducah, Kentucky; 
Pearl, Mississippi; and just last week 
in Conyers, Georgia. 

Thirteen children under the age of 19 
are killed each and every day because 
of guns. Families are so afraid of 
school violence that children are kept 
home. This is a serious crisis and we 
need to act now. Our colleagues in the 
other body took action last week. The 
House can and should begin debate on 
how to reduce youth violence before 
this Memorial weekend break. 

Addressing the issue of school gun 
safety and media violence alone will 
not solve the problem. We need to ad-
dress the broader issue of the quality of 
our children’s education. A real solu-
tion must deal with the issues of class 
size, which is especially important in 
my District of Queens and the Bronx, 
but also of discipline, of safety officers 
and guidance counselors in our schools, 
both in pre- and after-school programs 
as well. 

We cannot wait for another tragedy 
to happen before Congress acts, Mr. 
Speaker. We as Democrats stand ready 
to force a vote now on a juvenile jus-
tice bill so we can get it to the Presi-
dent’s desk by the end of this school 
year. 

f 

SECURITY OF OUR NATION DE-
PENDS ON OUR RESPONSE TO 
CHINESE ESPIONAGE 
(Mr. DEMINT asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEMINT. Winston Churchill once 
said, ‘‘Men occasionally stumble upon 
the truth, but most of them pick them-
selves up and hurry off as if nothing 
happened.’’ 

Yesterday, the House Select Com-
mittee on U.S. Security and Military/ 
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