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retired in 1980. While there, he managed 
Price Support programs in honey bees, pota-
toes, turkey, milk and wheat. What that really 
means is he ensured that farmers received 
government assistance when they were eco-
nomically devastated by a disaster. For in-
stance, in the 1960s, our Western states were 
hit by a pesticide disaster which affected milk. 
All milk had to be poured down the sewer. 
Bob wrote the program to assist the farmers 
whose livelihoods were threatened by the loss. 

Bob was born and grew up in Texas in a 
small farming community called Lampasas. He 
was the youngest of eight children, all of 
whom helped their parents who were ranchers 
raising sheep and cattle. After graduating from 
high school, Bob enrolled in Texas A&M but 
he felt his duty to serve his country before he 
could graduate. He left in his senior year to 
fulfill his duty to his country. He joined the 
Army where he served in Europe in World 
War II as a Quartermaster, supplying the front 
lines with food and other necessities. After the 
war, he returned to Texas A&M where he 
graduated. Bob then taught GIs returning from 
the war to become farmers and ranchers. He 
had an acute interest in raising sheep and 
soon he received a Masters Degree from the 
University of Wyoming which had an out-
standing program in this area. He began his 
tour with the Department of Agriculture in San 
Francisco but was soon transferred to Boston. 
There he met his lovely bride to be, Dorathy 
Holmes, and married her 45 years ago. They 
moved to Washington, DC in 1954, both work-
ing for the Department of Agriculture. They 
lived in Alexandria, Virginia where they were 
active in community life, most particularly in 
their Jewel Street neighborhood. The ‘‘Mayor 
of Jewel Street and Aunt Doe’’ helped raise 
and supervise neighborhood children, many of 
whom have adopted them as grandparents. 
Many of those parents and children will be 
present at the celebration honoring their be-
loved ‘‘Uncle Bob’’ Memorial Day weekend at 
the Duck home of Mary and David Gordon: 
the Gordons’ son Scott, daughter Jenifer and 
her husband Dave Tran; Eleanor Scott; Jean 
and Dick Donnelly and their son Jamie; Rose-
mary and Johnny Perdue; Joy and Don Earn-
er; Ray Bailey and Alice Rowan and their two 
sons William and John; and Francis Urban. In 
addition many of Bob’s friends in Duck will be 
in attendance. For years Bob and Doe kept 
their house on Jewel Street and split their time 
between Alexandria and Duck. In 1993, they 
moved to Duck permanently. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have Bob and 
Dorathy as constituents and I ask that my col-
leagues in this chamber join me in thanking 
Bob for the many contributions he has made 
to his country and to his community and in 
wishing him a very happy birthday. 
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Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise on 
the occasion of the retirement of Ms. Brenda 

Bryant from the General Electric Corporation. 
Ms. Bryant has served in a variety of capac-
ities with the company over the past twenty 
years, including her current position as Execu-
tive Assistant to the Senior Vice President, GE 
Capital, Incorporated, Business Center Oper-
ations in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Throughout her career with the Company, 
Ms. Bryant has been recognized several times 
for superior service and outstanding achieve-
ment. She first joined the General Electric 
team in Nashville, Tennessee where she 
worked for the Major Appliance Business 
Group Division and was the recipient of the 
‘‘Manager’s Award’’ for superior achievement. 

She rejoined the company after a move to 
the Washington, D.C. area where she worked 
in the General Electric Washington Patent Op-
eration Office, and then later transferred to the 
Government Services Office where she re-
ceived the ‘‘Lighting Award’’ for consistently 
high performance. 

Since her move to the Atlanta GE Capital, 
Inc., offices, she has been the recipient on two 
occasions of the ‘‘GE Capital Bright Lights 
Award’’ for her outstanding work among fellow 
employees. So, after twenty years, Ms. Bryant 
ends her career with the General Electric Cor-
poration on a high note. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Bryant’s professional 
achievements reach beyond her service to the 
General Electric Corporation. She has also 
worked as a real estate agent, a paralegal, 
and office manager for a firm specializing in 
combating organized crime. Throughout her 
professional career she has also made time to 
serve her community through volunteer work. 
She is a charter member of the Committee to 
establish the Macon, Georgia Cherry Blossom 
Festival; she has organized many charitable 
events and fundraising drives; she have volun-
teered at hospitals, local schools, homeless 
and women’s shelters and the list goes on. 

While her professional and volunteer activi-
ties are many, her accomplishments do not 
end there. Perhaps her most rewarding, and 
certainly most challenging successes have 
been in the trades she has practiced at home. 
As wife and mother of two children, her jobs 
have included girl scout leader, cub scout den 
mother, carpool manager, expert chef, home-
work and school project director, and creative 
family budget accountant. As general home 
manager, Ms. Bryant deserves special praise 
because the rewards of Mr. Bryant’s fast- 
paced career over the years has required 
quite a few moves. In fact, over the course of 
thirty years, Mr. Bryant’s position with the Bu-
reau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms has re-
quired the Bryant family to relocate to at least 
a dozen different cities, eighteen different 
dwellings and as many different schools. It 
has taken a special skill and complete commit-
ment to make each of those a true home, and 
Ms. Bryant has met that challenge success-
fully each time. 

We salute Ms. Brenda Bryant. Today she 
retires from a career that is filled with honors 
and achievements. But her outstanding career 
with the General Electric Corporation is but 
one part of this woman of many accomplish-
ments. To her I say congratulations on a job, 
or actually many jobs, well done. And as she 
begins a new phase in life, we know that she 
already has her eye on the many challenging 
and rewarding jobs ahead. 
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to a close friend and a commu-
nity and spiritual leader in Northeastern Penn-
sylvania, Monsignor Andrew J. McGowan. A 
community-wide celebration will honor Mon-
signor McGowan in June for his Golden Jubi-
lee of Ordination. I am extremely pleased and 
proud to have been asked to participate in this 
significant milestone for a man who is a true 
treasure in our community. 

A native of the area, Monsignor McGowan 
is fond of saying that his claim to fame is his 
famous brother, William McGowan, the found-
er of MCI. But those of us who know Mon-
signor McGowan know that he has made his 
own legacy in Northeastern Pennsylvania. He 
helped found Leadership Wilkes-Barre. He 
served as Community Affairs director for all 
the hospitals and colleges in the diocese of 
Scranton. He served as the vice-chair of Allied 
Services Hospital Foundation, the Commission 
on Economic Opportunity, and the Heinz Insti-
tute of Rehab medicine. He has served on so 
many community Boards of Directors that the 
list is too long for me to recount today. He has 
been a strong supporter of the new Luzerne 
County Arena since its inception and he cur-
rently sits on the Arena’s Board of Directors. 

Mr. Speaker, Monsignor McGowan is most 
renowned for his skill in public speaking and 
is the most sought-after speaker in North-
eastern Pennsylvania, sharing his famous 
humor and insight with his audiences. Politi-
cians such as myself who regularly attend the 
countless community events emceed by Mon-
signor McGowan look forward to his trenchant 
observations on life in Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania, even though we know we are fair game 
for his good-natured, but barbed, wit. Even na-
tionally-known humorist Regis Philbin once 
found himself upstaged by this deceptively- 
gentle man of the cloth. 

This is not the first time Monsignor 
McGowan has been honored in this chamber, 
nor in Northeastern Pennsylvania. Among the 
many honors that have been awarded to him 
are the Distinguished Service Award of the 
Hospital Association of Pennsylvania, the 
B’nai Brith Americanism award, and the 1994 
Award of Excellence of the Independent Col-
leges and Universities of Pennsylvania. 

I have been privileged to work with this fine 
and distinguished individual many times before 
and after my election to Congress. His leader-
ship, compassion, and understanding have al-
ways been an inspiration to me. Mr. Speaker, 
in addition to being among Monsignor 
McGowan’s legion of admirers, I am very 
proud to call him a good friend. I send my 
most sincere best wishes for his continued 
good health and success, and join with the 
community in thanking him for his dedication 
to the people of Northeastern Pennsylvania. 
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