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The grassy embankment behind this 

now landmark establishment, pays 
tribute to the many thousands of cus-
tomers that have passed through the 
town of Ellijay to eat the Colonel’s 
barbecue. The embankment, referred to 
as the ‘‘Pig Hill of Fame,’’ is covered 
by nearly 4,000 personalized, painted, 
and pig shaped signs. Individuals, fami-
lies, tour groups, friends, Sunday 
school classes, and celebrities have 
each had pigs erected to memorialize 
their visit to one of the South’s great-
est places for barbecue. In fact, I am 
fortunate enough to have a sign in my 
name on this famed hill. As many in 
the South know, politics and barbecue 
go hand in hand. Therefore, it comes as 
no surprise to learn that governors, 
congressmen, Senators, statesmen, and 
even Presidential candidates have 
made the voyage to Colonel Poole’s. 

Colonel Poole’s reputation supersedes 
our state’s boundaries. On three sepa-
rate occasions he was the highlight of 
Capitol Hill. On his first trip to Wash-
ington, the Colonel arrived at the steps 
of the Capitol in his large yellow 
PigMobile and in his colorful and patri-
otic suit to deliver his hickory smoked 
pork to the entire Georgia delegation 
and their staffs. Much to the dismay of 
some in the delegation, word about real 
Georgia barbecue got around Wash-
ington so fast that the Colonel’s ra-
tions, enough for 450 people, quickly 
ran out. On another occasion, I had the 
opportunity to serve what may be one 
of Georgia’s finest kept secrets to sev-
eral of my friends and colleagues here 
in the Senate who meet for a weekly 
lunch. 

While most know the Colonel as a 
barbecue maestro, he is a wearer of 
many hats. His customers know he is 
also a pianist. Others know of him as a 
preacher. This man with a big heart is 
all of these things and more. 

Inside his tin covered, pine wood res-
taurant the Colonel plays classical 
music, show tunes, and almost every 
customer request. Having learned to 
play the piano at an early age, Mr. 
Poole has long since appreciated his 
gift as a musician. His ability to play 
was good enough to put himself 
through the Methodist seminary where 
he was ordained a minister. 

His work in the Church, as a preacher 
and a missionary, took him to many 
rural communities here in the South 
and to developing countries like Brazil. 
It was this sort of compassion that en-
abled a north Georgia gentleman 
named Wendell Cross to approach the 
Colonel for instruction on how to read. 
Mr. Cross, a sixty year old man, had 
spent his entire life not knowing how 
to read. That was until Mr. Poole took 
him under his wing and worked with 
him on a daily basis for nearly twelve 
months. Eventually Mr. Cross learned 
to read. The story of compassion and 
friendship received nationwide media 
coverage and was shown on the popular 
‘‘Today Show.’’ 

More importantly, two days before 
the tenth anniversary of his business, 
Colonel Poole will be celebrating his 
49th, I repeat, 49th year of marriage to 
his lovely wife, Edna Poole. This is a 
milestone that anyone would be ex-
tremely proud, and I am happy to re-
port that the Poole’s will have four 
sons—Michael, Greg, Keith, and 
Darvin—to help them celebrate this 
milestone. 

Once again, Mr. President, I would 
like to commend Colonel Oscar Poole 
on his tenth year of business and his 
49th year of marriage. During this time 
when there are discussions of the direc-
tion of today’s culture, Colonel Poole 
is an example of how leading one’s life 
by a core set of good, American val-
ues—faith, family, and country—will 
result in a life of many successes.∑ 
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WELCOME TO EDRINA AND LISELA 
DUSHAJ 

∑ Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President, it is 
with great pleasure that I rise today to 
tell the story of the Dushaj family. 
Several years ago Pranvera and Zenun 
Dushaj left their native Albania and 
were granted political asylum in the 
United States. They settled in the 
Bronx, New York where they found a 
place to live and both found jobs. Un-
fortunately, at the time they left Alba-
nia they could not bring their two 
young daughters, Edrina and Lisela, 
with them. They had to stay behind 
with their grandmother. 

As soon as they were eligible, the 
Dushaj family applied for permission 
to bring their children to the United 
States. The family came to my office 
last year seeking assistance in getting 
the I–730 petitions approved. Last fall, 
the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service granted the petitions for both 
daughters. 

All was set. The Dushaj children 
could now join their parents in this 
country. All they needed were immi-
grant visas, but therein lay the prob-
lem. Because of recent fighting and the 
threat of terrorist activity, consular 
services at our Embassy in Albania 
were all but shut down, providing only 
emergency services to American citi-
zens. The embassy was no longer able 
to process the needed visas. 

I note that this was occurring this 
March just as the conflict with Serbia 
was coming to a head. The Dushaj chil-
dren were stuck in Albania and their 
parents were quite concerned. To make 
matters worse, they lived in Bijram- 
Curri, a city in the Tropoja region 
which is less than half an hour from 
the Kosovo border. 

Albanians were being instructed to 
contact the American Embassy in Italy 
or Greece to obtain visas. This pre-
sented a problem for the Dushaj fam-
ily. With the start of the NATO bomb-
ing campaign, it became nearly impos-
sible to get from Albania to Italy, ei-

ther by sea or air, and anti-American 
demonstrations outside our embassy in 
Athens made the Dushaj family reluc-
tant to send their four and six year old 
daughters to Greece. 

Fortunately, Zenun Dushaj has a 
cousin in Turkey and my office was 
able to work with the Dushaj family to 
have our embassy in Ankara accept ju-
risdiction in this matter. In April, 
Edrina and Lisela left Albania. Soon 
thereafter, they arrived at our embassy 
in Ankara where they applied for im-
migrant visas. They filled out the prop-
er forms, underwent the necessary 
medical exams, provided the necessary 
documentation, and shortly thereafter 
their visa applications were processed. 

I am very happy to report that on 
May 21, the Dushaj children landed in 
New York and were reunited with their 
parents. Pranvera and Zenun could not 
be more thrilled as their family starts 
a new life together in America. I am 
also proud that like so many immi-
grants before them, they will start 
that life in New York. 

Many thanks are owed to Marisa 
Lino, our Ambassador in Albania, who 
I know is working under very trying 
conditions, and especially to Jac-
queline Ratner, our Consul in Turkey. 
Ms. Ratner not only recognized that 
this was a situation where she could 
make something good happened, she 
followed up and sheparded the Dushaj 
children through the application proc-
ess. I have no doubt that it was her fine 
work that made this happy outcome 
possible. 

I also note the courage, ingenuity, 
and tenacity of the Dushaj parents and 
all their relatives in Albania and Tur-
key. They fought to bring these chil-
dren to this country and no matter how 
desperate things looked, they never 
gave up hope. Most of all Mr. Presi-
dent, I would just like to say to Edrina 
and Lisela, welcome to America.∑ 
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1998 NATIONAL GUN POLICY SUR-
VEY OF THE NATIONAL OPINION 
RESEARCH CENTER 

∑ Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, 
the National Opinion Research Center 
at the University of Chicago recently 
released an informative survey which 
documents the attitudes of Americans 
on the regulation of firearms. I think 
that my colleagues will find the results 
of this survey to be valuable, and I ask 
that an executive summary of the sur-
vey be printed in the RECORD. 

The summary follows: 
1998 NATIONAL GUN POLICY SURVEY OF THE 

NATIONAL OPINION RESEARCH CENTER RE-
LEASED MAY 6, 1999 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Results from a national survey indicate 
strong public support—including substantial 
majorities among gun owners—for legisla-
tion to regulate firearms, make guns safer, 
and reduce the accessibility of firearms to 
criminals and children. 
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