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large companies, small business exporters 
cannot pack up their bags and relocate oper-
ations overseas to take advantage of foreign 
equivalents to OPIC. There are 36 nations that 
have export credit insurance programs like 
OPIC. Just like OPIC, most of these nations 
have local content requirements. If forced to, 
larger U.S. multinational corporations can pick 
and choose from one of these other foreign 
export credit insurance programs. But the 
work and the jobs, then, are transferred over-
seas. Small business exporters do not have 
this luxury. OPIC is needed to maintain the 
competitive edge of these small business ex-
porters in the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, let me give you one concrete 
example from the hearing last month. Jane 
Dauffenbach, President of Aquarius Systems, 
located in North Prairie, Wisconsin, testified 
how foreign governments constantly try to un-
dermine her small company’s export pros-
pects, even to the point of competing against 
free donations of similar equipment. Aquarius 
Systems manufactures aquatic weed har-
vesters. In Asia, Aquarius Systems lost a large 
equipment sale when the Canadian govern-
ment gave a ‘‘free’’ aquatic weed harvester to 
the monarch of the country. In Kenya, Ms. 
Dauffenbach also testified about how the Jap-
anese and the Israeli governments almost 
snatched another huge export sale from her 
company to clear water hyacinths clogging 
Lake Victoria. It was only because she had a 
World Bank contract, backed by OPIC political 
risk insurance, that she was able to win and 
complete the sale. She said, ‘‘(s)imply put, 
Aquarius Systems is not competing with for-
eign companies. We are competing with for-
eign governments . . . It is imperative that the 
financing and insurance programs from OPIC 
exist so that we have the necessary tools 
available to accomplish our goals.’’ 

Second, the legislation reaffirms the impor-
tance of Trade Development Agency (TDA). 
This small 43 person agency, which develops 
feasibility studies designing in American speci-
fications so that U.S. exporters can win major 
infrastructure projects in developing countries 
and emerging economies later down the road, 
has generated $12.3 billion in exports since its 
inception in 1981. Every $1 in spending for 
TDA projects has led to the export of $32 in 
U.S. goods and services overseas. The Export 
Enhancement Act requires, to the maximum 
extent possible, the imposition of ‘‘success 
fees’’ on companies who win export deals 
thanks to the groundwork laid by a feasibility 
study conducted by the TDA. 

Third, the bill examines the three export pro-
motion arms of International Trade Administra-
tion (ITA) at the Commerce Department—the 
U.S. & Foreign Commercial Service, which as 
100 U.S. export assistance centers located 
throughout the United States and 141 posts 
located in 76 countries around the world; 
Trade Development, which monitors trade de-
velopments in key industries and supports the 
United States Trade Representative in key in-
dustrial sector trade negotiations; and Market 
Access and Compliance, which ensures that 
U.S. companies obtain full market compliance 
with existing trade agreements with various 
countries of the world. The Export Enhance-
ment Act makes a few changes to these pro-
grams to make sure that the ITA keeps its 

focus on helping more small businesses ex-
port, particularly to underrepresented regions 
of the world, like Africa, in the most efficient 
way possible. 

Finally, the Export Enhancement Act pro-
poses to make a few changes to the Trade 
Promotion Coordinating Committee (TPCC) to 
insure that the 19 federal agencies that are in-
volved in trade promotion operate more in tan-
dem together. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I encourage my 
colleagues to support the Export Enhance-
ment Act of 1999. 
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Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, I 
stand before you today to honor the work of 
the National Weather Service of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA). The National Weather Service is es-
sential to the safety of the American people by 
providing weather, water and climate forecasts 
and warnings for protection of life and prop-
erty. We saw that service first-hand in Okla-
homa just a short two weeks ago. 

Without the warnings by the National 
Weather Service, the number of personal in-
jury and deaths would undoubtedly have been 
higher. Warnings by the National Weather 
Service prompted the closure of roads and 
highways that lead into the path of the slow- 
moving tornado, saving an untold number of 
lives. I have heard countless stories of people 
who, at the prompting of the National Weather 
Service warnings, took shelter in the center of 
their homes or fled their homes for the safety 
of a storm shelter and survived, while their 
homes were destroyed. I and numerous other 
Oklahomans are indebted to the service of the 
National Weather Service. 

Yet the ability the Service demonstrated 
was not an accident; they have been pre-
paring for times such as this for many years, 
through planning, training, and research and 
development. New technologies pioneered by 
NOAA research allowed warnings to be issued 
up to 30 minutes before the tornadoes struck 
in Oklahoma. Contrast this with the 6 minute 
average lead time before the technology was 
available. Partnerships forged between the 
National Weather Service, media, law enforce-
ment officials, and emergency managers, and 
their seamless response to this disaster was 
critical to the successful warning process that 
saved countless lives in Oklahoma. 

I applaud the work of the National Weather 
Service, Mr. Speaker, and support the contin-
ued generous funding of the Service through 
this appropriations process. 
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
take this opportunity to commend the Black 
Cuban Foundation for its decade of service to 
the Afro-Cuban community in exile. Over the 
past ten years, it has pursued a goal of im-
proving relations between Afro-Cubans and 
our varied communities. 

The Black Cuban Foundation was founded 
on July 30th, 1989 and promptly began to pro-
mote its important and unique role in Cuban 
and American culture through educational 
workshops, cultural events, and works of char-
ity. Their success has been recognized by var-
ious groups, including the United Negro Col-
lege Fund, Florida Memorial College, the 
Cuban Municipalities in Exile, the Human 
Rights Commission, and the City of Miami. 

Currently the Black Cuban Foundation is 
working harder than ever to highlight Afro- 
Cuban contributions within our community, in-
cluding fostering a sense of belonging as new 
American citizens. This group has also allied 
itself with the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights of the United Nations. 

In recognition of its lofty goals, I would like 
to applaud the fervent work of Lucia Rojas, 
president; Oscar Martinez, vice president; and 
Laddies Moraleza, treasurer and secretary. 
The work of Felipe Gonzalez, Juan A. Woods, 
and Regla Fernandez should receive equal 
praise in the Black Cuban Foundation. 
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Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, this week 
Principal Ken Wensel will retire after a 30-year 
career at Fenton High School. During those 
years, Dr. Wensel touched the lives of count-
less young people—encouraging, advising, in-
spiring and serving as a role model. 

I would like to thank Dr. Wensel personally 
for his commitment to young people and edu-
cation. Today I join Fenton Area Public 
Schools in declaring June 12, 1999 Ken 
Wensel Day. In addition, I would like to read 
the following resolution into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD on behalf of the Fenton Area 
Public Schools: 

Whereas Dr. Wensel served the Fenton 
Area Public Schools with distinction and 
honor for 30 years and; 

Whereas Ken Wensel has served in the posi-
tions of community education director, ath-
letic director, assistant principal and, for 12 
years as principal of Fenton High School 
and; 

Whereas Ken Wensel has been an unwaver-
ing advocate for young men and women 
throughout this tenure as an administrator 
and; 
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Whereas Ken Wensel has taken Fenton 

High School to great heights in academic 
and extra curricular achievement unparal-
leled in the Metro League and; 

Whereas Ken Wensel has been a constant 
supporter of high school journalism and was 
named the Michigan Interscholastic Press 
Association Administrator of the Year for 
1999 and; 

Whereas Ken Wensel is recognized for his 
high level of commitment and drive to make 
Fenton High School the best it could be and; 

Whereas Fenton High School’s accomplish-
ments are in large measure a result of Ken 
Wensel’s talent and commitment and are a 
source of pride to the community of Fenton. 

Therefore, the Congress of this United 
States of America declares June 12, 1999, as 
Dr. Kenneth Wensel Day in the community, 
state and nation. 
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Mr. Norman H. 
Loudenslager, who recently retired as Treas-
urer of the Democratic County Executive Com-
mittee of Philadelphia, a position in which he 
served for 14 years. Throughout his life, Nor-
man has demonstrated a steadfast and reso-
lute commitment to working people through his 
leadership in organized labor and the Demo-
cratic Party. He has been an active member of 
the Democratic Party for over 40 years, serv-
ing as Committeeman in Philadelphia’s 25th 
Ward and for ten years as Leader of the 25th 
Ward. 

Norman’s dedication to the needs of work-
ing men and women, however, has never 
been limited to his activities in the Democratic 
Party. For over 50 years, Norman has been 
an active member of the Philadelphia Chapter 
of the International Association of Machinist & 
Aerospace Workers, serving as President, 
Vice President, Secretary Treasurer, and the 
Directing Business Representative for the 
Philadelphia Area, Southern New Jersey and 
Delaware Machinist Lodges. He has also 
served as a Delegate to the Philadelphia AFL– 
CIO for more than 30 years, and as a Dele-
gate to the Pennsylvania Department of Labor 
and Industry. As we all know, the Democratic 
Party and organized labor have a special rela-
tionship in American politics—Norman is one 
of the persons responsible for that bond. As a 
union member myself, I would like to extend 
my sincere gratitude to him for standing up for 
working people for all these years. 

Perhaps most importantly, Norman’s com-
mitment to his community has always been 
hands-on. As with all great leaders, he has led 
by example, being recognized as the Police 
Athletic League’s Man of the Year in 1980 and 
earning the City of Hope’s Spirit of Life Award. 
His dedication to Philadelphia is grounded in 
the understanding that just one man can make 
a difference. 

Mr. Speaker, it is because of persons like 
Norman Loudenslager that Americans have 
fair labor standards. It is because of persons 

like Norman Loudenslager that the Democratic 
Party remains committed to the working peo-
ple of this country. It is because of persons 
like Norman Loudenslager that a new genera-
tion of Americans remains committed to their 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, we need more people like Nor-
man Loudenslager. 
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Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to call the attention of the Congress to com-
memorate the excellent medical and edu-
cational, political and community service ren-
dered by the late Dr. Henderson D. Mabe of 
Erwin, North Carolina. I also commend the 
generosity and the personal integrity of Dr. 
Mabe who passed away in Erwin recently. 

Dr. Mabe was born in Kinston, North Caro-
lina. He received his graduate degree in med-
ical sciences at Wake Forest College. At 
Watts Hospital in Durham, under the super-
vision of Dr. Ralph Fleming, he served his 
residency duty. Relocated to Erwin as a tem-
porary substitute for a local doctor recovering 
from illness, Dr. Mabe became very much at-
tached to the Erwin community. In fact, he 
spent his entire life at Erwin except when he 
served his country as a medical doctor in the 
United States Navy during the Korean Conflict. 
In addition to his valuable medical contribu-
tion, Dr. Mabe was an influential politician. 
Having demonstrated his leadership skills as 
president of the student body and president of 
his senior class, Dr. Mabe ran for the State 
Legislature where he served one term from 
1963 to 1964 as one of the most respected of-
ficials. 

Dr. Mabe was highly regarded as a distin-
guished doctor and scholar, politician and 
community member. He was loved and re-
spected by the community not only because of 
his excellent medical service but also because 
of his personal integrity. As the former U.S. 
Senator Robert Morgan, a close friend of D. 
Mabe stated: ‘‘Long before Medicaid and 
Medicare programs were available for the 
aged and needy, Buster Mabe cared for them 
and never asked or expected pay. He never 
turned anyone away if he had to stay at the 
office until late in the evening, as he often did. 
We also pay tribute today to one of the most 
remarkable family doctors this country has 
ever seen. Dr. Mabe will be sorely missed, but 
his influence will be felt forever.’’ 

Dr. Mabe’s thoughtful dedication and con-
tribution to advance the progress and edu-
cation in the medical field as well as to 
strengthen the Erwin community lives on. In 
his bequest, Dr. Mabe made a gift worth $2 
million to the North Carolina Community Foun-
dation for the establishment of the Henderson 
D. Mabe Jr. Endowment Fund with a special 
emphasis on the Erwin community. The gift is 
the largest charitable donation in the history of 
Harnett County. In his spirit, this fund will be 

used to provide college scholarships for 
Harnett area high school seniors with pref-
erence to those living in or around Erwin who 
have planned to pursue a degree or certifi-
cation in the medical field at a college, univer-
sity, community or junior college, technical 
school, nursing school or other post secondary 
school training. The fund will also support 
graduates from Harnett County high schools 
especially from in or around Erwin who are full 
time students at Bowman Gray, the Medical 
School of University of North Carolina, East 
Carolina Medical School or Duke Medical 
School. In addition, Good Hope Hospital and 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Erwin 
where Dr. Mabe has been an active member 
will benefit as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the high achieve-
ments and personal integrity of Dr. Henderson 
D. Mabe. Dr. Henderson D. Mabe lived a rich 
life as a remarkable and distinguished doctor 
and scholar, public servant and community 
member of Harnett County, North Carolina. Dr. 
Mabe will be sorely missed, but he has left a 
legacy that will live on for many years to 
come. 
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Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate a great Army officer and soldier— 
Major General Morris J. ‘‘Morrie’’ Boyd—and 
thank him for his contributions to the Army 
and the country. 

General Morrie Boyd will retire in June after 
a long and distinguished career. He is a con-
summate professional whose performance in 
over three decades of service, in peace and 
war, has personified those traits of courage, 
competency and commitment that our nation 
has come to expect from its Army officers. 

Morrie entered service on the 6th of April 
1965. He was selected to attend Officer Can-
didate School and was commissioned as a 
second lieutenant in 1966. He served as an 
artillery officer in Vietnam from October 1966 
to June 1968 and again from April 1970 to 
March 1971. While deployed to Vietnam, he 
served as an assistant firing platoon leader, 
executive officer of a battery, commanded a 
howitzer battery, commanded a platoon from 
the 21st Aviation Company, and was the Intel-
ligence and Security Officer for the 212th 
Aviation Battalion. 

Morrie was again deployed for combat dur-
ing Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm. 
From December 1990 to May 1991, he served 
as the commander of the 42nd Field Artillery 
Brigade in Saudi Arabia. 

He came to Washington in the mid-90s to 
serve as the Chief, Army Legislative Liaison 
from June 1995 to June 1997. From June 
1995 to June 1997, he ably assisted the 
Army’s senior leadership in dealing with Mem-
bers of Congress and their staffs. He was very 
focused on helping elected officials and their 
staffs understand the needs of the Army as it 
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