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vote. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER laid before the House 
the following communication from the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, June 8, 1999. 

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I have the honor to 
transmit herewith a facsimile copy of a Cer-
tificate of Election received from the Honor-
able M.J. ‘‘Mike’’ Foster, Jr., Governor, 
State of Louisiana, indicating that, at the 
Special Election held on May 29, 1999, the 
Honorable David Vitter was duly elected 
Representative in Congress for the First 
Congressional District, State of Louisiana. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

JEFF TRANDAHL, 
Clerk. 
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SWEARING IN OF THE HONORABLE 
DAVID VITTER, OF LOUISIANA, 
AS A MEMBER OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER. Will the Representa-
tive-elect and the members of the Lou-
isiana delegation present themselves in 
the well. 

Mr. VITTER appeared at the bar of 
the House and took the oath of office, 
as follows: 

Do you solemnly swear that you will 
support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; that you will 
bear true faith and allegiance to the 
same; that you take this obligation 
freely, without any mental reservation 
or purpose of evasion; and that you will 
well and faithfully discharge the duties 
of the office on which you are about to 
enter. So help you God. 

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. You 
are now a Member of the United States 
Congress. 
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WELCOME TO THE HONORABLE 
DAVID VITTER 

(Mr. TAUZIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
extreme pleasure that the Louisiana 
delegation presents to you the newest 
member of our delegation, the newest 
Member of the American House of Rep-
resentatives, Mr. DAVID VITTER. 

DAVID is extremely well qualified to 
join this body. Unlike the Member in 
the well, who graduated from Harvard 
on the Bayou in Louisiana, DAVID actu-
ally got his education at Harvard Uni-
versity. He is a Rhodes Scholar. He and 
his lovely wife, Wendy, are the parents 
of three beautiful children, including a 
young set of twins. Their three daugh-

ters are here today to celebrate this 
day with them. Like CHRIS JOHN in our 
delegation, they are the parents of 
twins, and we are real excited to have 
him and his family join our delegation. 

Ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Bob Liv-
ingston is here, a former member, as 
you know, and Mr. Jimmy Hayes is 
here from Louisiana, also to welcome 
DAVID. 

Would you please join me in wel-
coming again the newest member of 
the Louisiana delegation and the new-
est Member of our House of Represent-
atives here in Washington, D.C., Mr. 
DAVID VITTER. 
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SERVING LOUISIANA WITH HONOR, 
HUMILITY, AND AWE 

(Mr. VITTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. VITTER. Mr. Speaker, ladies and 
gentlemen of the House, distinguished 
Congressman TAUZIN and other mem-
bers of the Louisiana delegation, I am 
honored, humbled, awestruck to stand 
before you today. 

My goal in the years ahead is simply 
this: to become at ease and com-
fortable with you as I become a re-
spected colleague and friend; to become 
at ease and comfortable with the ways 
of the House as I become an effective 
Congressman; but never to become so 
at ease and comfortable that I lose 
these feelings of honor, of humility, of 
awe. And how could I? This is the peo-
ple’s House. You, we, are the people’s 
representatives, a vital part of the 
most powerful and moral political ex-
periment in human history. 

I look forward to always honoring 
you as the people’s representatives and 
to working constructively with you on 
the people’s business. 

In closing, I would like to recognize 
the forces that have brought me here 
today: God; family, led by my parents 
and wife; friends; and, of course, the 
wonderful people of Louisiana’s First 
Congressional District. They are here 
today, they are here always, and I 
thank them from the depths of my 
heart. 
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EDUCATION LAND GRANT ACT 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 189 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 189 

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 150) to amend 
the Act popularly known as the Recreation 
and Public Purposes Act to authorize dis-
posal of certain public lands or national for-

est lands to local education agencies for use 
for elementary or secondary schools, includ-
ing public charter schools, and for other pur-
poses. The first reading of the bill shall be 
dispensed with. General debate shall be con-
fined to the bill and shall not exceed one 
hour equally divided and controlled by the 
chairman and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Resources. After general 
debate the bill shall be considered for 
amendment under the five-minute rule. It 
shall be in order to consider as an original 
bill for the purpose of amendment under the 
five-minute rule the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the 
Committee on Resources now printed in the 
bill. The committee amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute shall be considered as 
read. During consideration of the bill for 
amendment, the chairman of the Committee 
of the Whole may accord priority in recogni-
tion on the basis of whether the Member of-
fering an amendment has caused it to be 
printed in the portion of the Congressional 
Record designated for that purpose in clause 
8 of rule XVIII. Amendments so printed shall 
be considered as read. The chairman of the 
Committee of the Whole may: (1) postpone 
until a time during further consideration in 
the Committee of the Whole a request for a 
recorded vote on any amendment; and (2) re-
duce to five minutes the minimum time for 
electronic voting on any postponed question 
that follows another electronic vote without 
intervening business, provided that the min-
imum time for electronic voting on the first 
in any series of question shall be 15 minutes. 
At the conclusion of consideration of the bill 
for amendment the Committee shall rise and 
report the bill to the House with such 
amendments as may have been adopted. Any 
Member may demand a separate vote in the 
House on any amendment adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the 
committee amendment in the nature of a 
substitute. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHAW). The gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
SESSIONS) is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 189 is an open 
rule providing 1 hour of general debate, 
divided equally between the chairman 
and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Resources. The rule 
makes in order the Committee on Re-
sources’ amendment in the nature of a 
substitute as an original bill for the 
purpose of amendment, which shall be 
considered as read. 

Members who have preprinted their 
amendments in the record prior to 
their consideration may be given pri-
ority in recognition to offering their 
amendments if otherwise consistent 
with House rules. 

The Chairman of the Committee of 
the Whole may postpone votes during 
consideration of the bill and reduce 
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