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The amendment (No. 611) was re-
jected.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I move to
reconsider the vote, and I move to lay
that motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to a period of morning business
with Senators permitted to speak for
up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BROWNBACK). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

———

GUN SHOW LOOPHOLE

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, this
morning’s headline says it all: ‘“‘House
GOP Backs NRA’s Gun Show Bill.”

Many of us in the Senate worry that
the good work done in this Chamber
will be undone in the House. It is hard
to believe that the House leadership is
deaf to the pleas of the families who
want Washington to quit playing
patty-cake with the gun lobby and pass
a real bill that closes the gun show
loophole.

The measure we passed in the Senate
was modest—far too modest for many
people’s taste. But we said, let us limit
it so it does not hurt the legitimate
gun owner but at the same time will
close loopholes that allow Kkids and
criminals to get guns.

Now in the House, because the NRA
is actually in the back room, pen in
hand, drafting legislation, we fear that
that legislation will be a sham. Any-
thing less than an airtight Brady back-
ground check at gun shows is a sham.
Redefining what a gun show is and
making many gun shows exempt from
the law, in effect, to not allow the FBI
to make background checks in the
time they need so that criminals can-
not get guns, is all happening right
now in the House.
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The only thing I can say to my
former colleagues in the House, still
my friends, is this: You will not get
away with it. When some in this Cham-
ber tried to change the rules, to make
it seem as if they were doing some-
thing, but winking at the NRA, they
were thwarted. The same thing will
happen in the House.

There has been a sea change in the
views of the American people. Do the
American people want to repeal the
second amendment or confiscate hunt-
ing rifles? No way. But do they believe
modest measures that will move us
along and prevent kids and criminals
from getting guns are in order, no mat-
ter what the NRA says? You bet.

I urge the House leadership to come
clean, to step forward, to pass the same
legislation we passed in the Senate on
gun shows without any loopholes, and
allow the families in Littleton and the
American people to breathe one large
sigh of relief that we finally have
begun to make progress in preventing
kids and criminals from getting guns.

I yield the floor and thank my col-
leagues.

——
THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Tuesday,
June 8, 1999, the Federal debt stood at
$5,607,5697,460,814.09 (Five trillion, six
hundred seven billion, five hundred
ninety-seven million, four hundred
sixty thousand, eight hundred fourteen
dollars and nine cents).

One year ago, June 8, 1998, the federal
debt stood at $5,495,352,000,000 (Five
trillion, four hundred ninety-five bil-
lion, three hundred fifty-two million).

Five years ago, June 8, 1994, the fed-
eral debt stood at $4,605,626,000,000
(Four trillion, six hundred five billion,
six hundred twenty-six million).

Ten years ago, June 8, 1989, the fed-
eral debt stood at $2,787,738,000,000 (Two
trillion, seven hundred eighty-seven
billion, seven hundred thirty-eight mil-
lion).

Fifteen years ago, June 8, 1984, the
federal debt stood at $1,519,266,000,000
(One trillion, five hundred nineteen bil-
lion, two hundred sixty-six million)
which reflects a debt increase of more
than $4 trillion—$4,088,331,460,814.09
(Four trillion, eighty-eight billion,
three hundred thirty-one million, eight
hundred fourteen dollars and nine
cents) during the past 15 years.

——
DSCC AND INVASIONS OF PRIVACY

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I rise
today to alert my colleagues to what
may be a very disturbing precedent.
My office recently received a copy of a
letter dated May 18 and sent from the
Democratic Senatorial Campaign Com-
mittee to the Department of Health
and Human Services. I want to read the
first paragraph:

12093

I am writing to request documents pursu-
ant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5
U.S.C. 552 et seq., involving all correspond-
ence, inquiries and other information re-
quested by or provided to the following
United States Senators for the time periods
noted.

There are some 10 Republican Sen-
ators that are listed here over the last
10 years. I ask unanimous consent that
this letter be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the letter
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEMOCRATIC SENATORIAL
CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE,
Washington, DC, May 18, 1999.
HHS Freedom of Information Officer,

Washington, DC.
Re: Freedom of Information Act Request.

I am writing to request documents pursu-
ant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5
U.S.C. §5562 et seq. (‘“‘FOIA”), involving all
correspondence, inquiries and other informa-
tion requested by or provided to the fol-
lowing United States Senators for the time
periods noted: Spencer Abraham, 1995-
present; John Ashcroft, 1995-present; Conrad
Burns, 1989-present; Bill Frist, 1995-present;
Slade Gorton, 1981-1986, 1989-present; Rod
Grams, 1995-present; James Jeffords, 1989-
present; John Kyl, 1995-present; Rick
Santorum, 1991-present; Olympia Snowe,
1995-present.

I seek all direct correspondence between
the Senators or members of their staff and
your office, including letters, written mate-
rial, reports, constituent requests and other
relevant material. I am not seeking any sec-
ondary material such as phone logs, e-mails,
notations of conversations and so on. Since
this is a request covering a number of years,
I am willing to discuss ways to make this re-
quest more manageable to your office.
Please contact me at the number above or on
my direct line at (202) 485-3109.

In the event any of the documents I have
requested are not available for disclosure in
their entirety, I request you release any ma-
terial that may be reasonably separated and
released, as provided by Code of Federal Reg-
ulations. Furthermore, for any documents,
or portions thereof, that are determined to
be exempt from disclosure, I request that
you exercise your discretion to disclose the
materials, absent a finding that sound
grounds exist to invoke the exemption, as
provided by the Code of Federal Regulations.
I also request that you state the specific
legal and factual grounds for withholding
any documents or portions of documents. Fi-
nally, please identify each document that
falls within scope of this request but is with-
held from release.

If any requested documents are located in,
or originated in, another installation or bu-
reau, I request that you refer this request or
any relevant portion of this request to the
appropriate installation or bureau.

I am willing to pay all reasonable costs in-
curred in locating and duplicating these ma-
terials. Please contact me prior to proc-
essing to approve any fees or charges in-
curred in excess of $125.

To help assess my status for copying and
mailing fees, please note that I am a rep-
resentative of a political organization gath-
ering information for research purposes only,
and not for any commercial activity.

I look forward to your response within ten
days after the receipt of this request and
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