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In 1954 Coach Brown graduated from Roo-

sevelt High School in Gary, Indiana, and en-
rolled as an undergraduate at Wiley College. 
He began his graduate work at Indiana Uni-
versity, where he earned his Master’s degree. 
Mr. Brown continued his education at Texas 
Southern University where he took advance 
courses. 

An educator and coach for more than four 
decades in the Gary Community School Cor-
poration, Ivory Brown’s accomplishments in 
the classroom and on the court are shining ex-
amples of the pride and dedication he exhib-
ited in his work. Mr. Brown began his teaching 
career with the Gary Community School Cor-
poration in 1958 where he served as an ele-
mentary, middle, and high school teacher until 
1968. From 1969–1972, he was a driver edu-
cation specialist and in 1972 until his retire-
ment, he served as a physical education in-
structor and head basketball coach at West 
Side High School. 

From the beginning of his coaching career, 
Ivory Brown has served as an inspiration to 
thousands of students, fans, and players at 
West Side High School and throughout North-
west Indiana. Through his tireless efforts, he 
has assisted more than one hundred fifty high 
school athletes in their pursuit of higher edu-
cation by helping them obtain college scholar-
ships in basketball and track. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in com-
mending Ivory ‘‘Ike’’ Brown for his lifetime of 
dedication, service, and leadership to the stu-
dents and faculty of the Gary Community 
School Corporation, as well as the people of 
Northwest Indiana. Coach Brown’s efforts as 
an educator and a basketball coach blended 
together to help kids make the most of their 
potential and earn their success in the world. 
Northwest Indiana’s community has certainly 
been rewarded by the true service and un-
compromising dedication displayed by Mr. 
Ivory Brown. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE JEW-
ISH COMMUNITY HOUSE OF 
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OF NEW YORK 
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Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
invite my colleagues to pay tribute to the Jew-
ish Community House of Bensonhurst on the 
occasion of its 72nd Anniversary Celebration. 

The members of the Jewish Community 
House of Bensonhurst have long been known 
for their commitment to community service 
and to enhancing the quality of life for all New 
York City residents. 

This year’s gathering is not only a festive 
happening, it is a chance for all of us to cele-
brate and pay tribute to a group of individuals 
who have dedicated their lives to helping oth-
ers. This year’s honorees truly represent the 
best of what our community has to offer. 

Vic Damone, America’s legendary vocalist 
and entertainer, is a Bensonhurst native and 
graduate of Lafayette High School. This year’s 
recipient of the Coach Gold Alumni Achieve-

ment Award, Vic Damone has entertained au-
diences throughout the world and was recently 
presented with the prestigious Sammy Cahn 
Award by the Songwriters Hall of Fame. A 
JCH alumnus, Vic Damone remains friends 
with many JCH alumni including Larry King 
and Herb Cohen. 

Gerry Farber, this year’s recipient of the Jo-
seph W. Press Humanitarian Award, has long 
been known as a supporter of early childhood 
education at the JCH. When the JCH needed 
support to renovate its nursery school in 1992, 
Gerry and his wife, Gail, were as there to help 
see it through. Recently, the Farbers created 
an endowment for the benefit of the JCH’s 
early childhood programs. Gerry is a 
Bensonhurst native and an alumnus of the 
JCH and maintains close contact with fellow 
alums throughout the country. In 1975, Gerry 
joined the investment firm of Weiss, Peck & 
Greer and currently serves as the manager of 
its Farber-Weber Fund. 

Each of this evening’s honorees has long 
been known as innovators and beacons of 
good will to all those with whom they come 
into contact. Through their dedicated efforts, 
they have each helped to improve my con-
stituents’ quality of life. In recognition of their 
many accomplishments on behalf of my con-
stituents, I offer my congratulations on their 
being honored by the Jewish Community Hour 
of Bensonhurst on the occasion of its 72nd 
anniversary celebration. 
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Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Russell Major. 

Russell Major devoted every single waking 
moment to making Englewood, New Jersey a 
city that could boast of being a haven for all 
people, regardless of their race, color or ethnic 
background. 

The countless hours that Russell spent or-
ganizing sit-ins and circulating petitions to 
achieve this end were oriented particularly to-
wards providing the children of Englewood 
with the opportunity to realize the American 
Dream. He rightly recognized that to deny a 
child an opportunity for a quality education is 
to deny that child a lifetime of opportunities. 

Russell Major believed that every child 
should be educated in schools that are safe 
and well-maintained, schools that have access 
to advanced educational technology, and 
schools with classes that are small enough to 
facilitate the best teaching and learning. 

On June 12, 1999, the Englewood Board of 
Education will be renaming the Liberty School 
after Russell Major. From now on, when the 
students walk into the Russell Major Liberty 
School on Tenafly Road, they will be walking 
into a school whose namesake embodies the 
values that they are being taught: tolerance, 
patience, fairness, vigilance, and excellence. 
These are the values that will help these 
young people realize the vision that Russell 
had for them and for all Americans, a vision 
that was grounded in family, community and 
education. 

It was also a vision that enabled Russell 
Major to give of his heart, as much as he gave 
of his mind. And it was a vision that gained 
him the respect of every person who ever 
came into contact with him. 

Russell Major fought to make the America 
he envisioned a reality for the people of En-
glewood and beyond. By renaming the Liberty 
School in Russell’s memory, we are honoring 
his legacy and challenging future generations 
to continue his important work. 
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INTRODUCTION OF NETWORKING 
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
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HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR. 
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Wednesday, June 9, 1999 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce H.R. 2086 the Networking 
and Information Technology Research and 
Development Act of 1999. And I recommend 
that all my colleagues join with Science Com-
mittee Ranking Member GEORGE BROWN, 
Congressman TOM DAVIS and 23 other Repub-
lican and Democrat Members of the Science 
Committee in cosponsoring this important bi-
partisan research initiative. 

Two decades ago, the changes wrought by 
information technology were unimaginable. 
The scope and scale of the changes produced 
by the explosion in information technology are 
comparable to those created during the Indus-
trial Revolution of the 17th and 18th centuries. 
But whereas the Industrial Revolution ushered 
in the era of the machine—symbolized by the 
steam engine, the factory, and the captain of 
industry—the Information Revolution promises 
to create the era of the mind—symbolized by 
the silicon chip, the microprocessor, and the 
high-tech entrepreneur. 

Today, the United States is the undisputed 
global leader in computing and communica-
tions, and a healthy information-technology in-
dustry is a critical component of U.S. eco-
nomic and National security. The impact of in-
formation technology on the economy is tell-
ing. It represents one of the fastest growing 
sectors of the U.S. economy, growing at an 
annual rate of 12 percent between 1993 and 
1997. Since 1992, businesses producing com-
puters, semiconductors, software, and commu-
nications equipment have accounted for one- 
third of the economic growth in the U.S. 

Fundamental information-technology re-
search has played an essential role in fueling 
the Information Revolution and creating new 
industries and millions of new, high-paying 
jobs. But maintaining the Nation’s global lead-
ership in information technology will require 
keeping open the pipeline of new ideas, tech-
nologies, and innovations that flow from funda-
mental research. Although the private sector 
provides the lion’s share of the research fund-
ing, its spending tends to focus on short-term, 
applied work. The Federal Government, there-
fore, has a critical role to play in supporting 
the long-term, basic research the private sec-
tor requires but is ill-suited to pursue. 

However, as the Congressionally-chartered 
President’s Information Technology Advisory 
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