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Food Quality Protection Act.—Farm Bureau 

has declared the proper implementation of 
the Food Quality Protection Act as its top 
priority. Farm Bureau will work with the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 
land grant universities and local officials to 
get the act implemented as Congress origi-
nally intended. 

Budget and Tax Reform.—Farm Bureau will 
continue to work for the elimination of the 
‘‘Death Tax’’ and reduction of the capital 
gains tax. Other issues include: Farmer and 
Rancher Risk Management accounts, the 
balanced budget amendment, elimination of 
the Alternative Minimum Tax for agri-
culture, income averaging, unemployment 
tax exemption and Individual Retirement 
Accounts for farmers. 

Environmental Issues.—Farm Bureau will 
continue to push for private property rights 
protection and elimination of disincentives 
in regard to endangered species, clean water, 
clean air and wetlands. 

Trade.—Farm Bureau will be heavily in-
volved in gaining ‘‘Fast Track’’ authority for 
the administration and eliminating existing 
trade barriers. Also, Farm Bureau hopes to 
be active in this year’s round of the World 
Trade Organization’s discussions. 

Regulatory Reform.—Farm Bureau will at-
tempt to pass legislation requiring standard-
ized risk assessments and cost/benefit anal-
ysis on all proposed regulations. There will 
also be a push for a reform of the Depart-
ment of Labor’s H–2A program. 

Mr. Mark James of the Lincoln County 
Stockmen also served on the panel and ex-
pressed his concern with aspects of the En-
dangered Species Act. Mr. James thought it 
was silly black-tailed prairie dogs would be 
added to the Endangered Species List. ‘‘Prai-
rie dogs? Get reasonable,’’ he said. Mr. 
James’ comments were echoed by many of 
those in attendance. 

Later that evening, at the forum held in 
Lamar, Mr. John Schweizer, District Rep-
resentative for the Colorado Farm Bureau, 
spoke about issues facing farmers in the 
southeastern portion of the state. Mr. Schwei-
zer cited his hope there would be continued 
tax relief for farmers such as complete elimi-
nation of the ‘‘death tax.’’ He was quick to 
point out, however, that even though times are 
tough, ‘‘(farmers) are not looking for hand-
outs.’’ In fact, he expressed support for the 
1996 Farm Bill which was supposed to re-
move government from the farm. Unfortu-
nately, according to Mr. Schweizer, ‘‘rather 
than cut the cord, the government tightened 
the noose.’’ 

Mr. Schweizer also said the Administration 
and Congress needed to do more to open 
markets abroad. One way in which this could 
be accomplished, he felt, would be to fully 
fund and utilize the Export Enhancement Pro-
gram. He also questioned the effectiveness of 
shutting American farmers out of world mar-
kets by using political sanctions against other 
countries. 

Chad Hart of the Prowers County Farm 
Service Agency also offered his perspective. 
His main concern was the administration of 
the disaster assistance program which is run-
ning way behind. Cuts in funding have ad-
versely impacted their ability to do their job in 
that the speed of response to emergencies 
has been greatly reduced. They are forced to 
do much more with far fewer employees. 

Another member of the panel was Mr. Bob 
Arambel of the Northeast Prowers County 

Conservation District. He runs a farm north-
east of Holly, Colorado, and has had concerns 
regarding water quality on the lower Arkansas 
River. Although they have received some 
money to increase their compliance with water 
quality statutes, he was concerned reauthor-
ization of the Clean Water Act may have ad-
verse impacts on farming and ranching in the 
region if standards cannot be met right away. 
Mr. Arambel also had concerns about the di-
rection of the Endangered Species Act. 

Mr. Vernon Sharp, President-elect of the 
Colorado Cattlemen’s Association, mentioned 
taxes as his issue of greatest importance. He 
felt estate taxes and capital gains taxes were 
big problems, that they were punitive in nature 
and punished people for making good busi-
ness decisions. He also felt the government 
should provide some sort of income tax relief 
in the near future. ‘‘This year I spent $900.00 
to have someone do my taxes to find out I 
have no income,’’ he said. 

Mr. Sharp went on to say property rights 
were also a very important issue and the fed-
eral government should fully compensate land-
owners when impeding their ability to use their 
land as they see fit. He cited the Endangered 
Species Act as a major threat to farmers and 
ranchers and their ability to manage their land. 

Also on the panel was Mr. Jim Geist, Exec-
utive Director of the Colorado Corn Growers 
Association. At this point, Mr. Speaker, I refer 
the House to the remarks of Mr. Geist. 

On behalf of Colorado’s corn farmers, I ap-
preciate the opportunity to express corn’s 
policies and positions on issues that will 
have direct and indirect effects on the state’s 
corn industry. 

Demand for corn grows when our cus-
tomers are satisfied. To increase demand and 
customer satisfaction, the United States 
must become a dependable supplier of com-
modities. Some of the issues that can assure 
U.S. corn and its products full access to 
world trade markets include the following: 
sanction reform; Fast Track authority; sup-
port of IMF funding and trade negotiations, 
including the specific objective of mutual ac-
ceptance of genetically enhanced agricul-
tural products; continued leadership in the 
World Trade Organization; and Free Trade 
Area of the Americas negotiations. 

Corn producers continue to strive for a fair 
deal from the government. They are looking 
for market-driven farm programs, minimal 
consistent regulations, federal tax policy re-
form and sufficient financial and credit pro-
gram so that this country can maintain its 
food security. 

Improving our national transportation in-
frastructure in order to maintain a competi-
tive advantage is becoming a high priority 
for grain producers nationwide. Upgrading 
rivers, locks and dam systems, improving 
the nation’s railroad system and maintain-
ing adequate highway funds for states will 
enable grain producers to move commodities 
to domestic and international customers 
when needed. 

We support an active research and edu-
cation commitment by all segments of the 
corn industry and government. Research and 
commercialization of corn products adds to 
the value of corn. Investing in technological 
advancements, working with the market-
place, and educating and communicating 
with consumers about the value of corn in 
their daily lives will enable our nation to 
have a stronger rural economy and greater 
national economic strength. 

Leaving our world in better shape than 
when we found it has been a top priority in 
agriculture for generations. In using Best 
Management Practices (BMP) to build soil 
through conservation programs, BMP imple-
mentation to improve water quality, and uti-
lizing the best crop protection practices 
available, corn producers are truly planting 
a crop that can help clean up the environ-
ment, from both a water and air quality 
standpoint. The growing concern within ag-
riculture is the small, vocal, hard-line envi-
ronmental groups trying to impose regula-
tions on production agriculture that are un-
economical, unproven and that could have 
the effect of driving our nation’s food pro-
duction capabilities off our shores. 

Agricultural producers in Colorado are 
struggling with poor economic conditions in 
the marketplace due to burdensome sup-
plies—supplies that could be sold in inter-
national markets—and environmental regu-
lations that will choke off sustainable food 
production capabilities. Much has to be done 
in short order to protect one of our nation’s 
most valuable resources—America’s farmers 
and ranchers. 

Again, thank you for the opportunity to 
express to you just some of the issues and 
concerns that Colorado corn producers will 
be focusing on in the near future. 

Our last panelist of the evening was Ms. 
Elena Metro, State Executive Director of the 
Colorado Pork Producers Council. Her 
thoughts focused on the state initiative, earlier 
alluded to, Amendment 14. Ms. Metro’s pres-
entation included this statement which I ask to 
be included in the RECORD: 

The Colorado pork industry has been sin-
gled out by individuals and groups to be 
‘‘controlled’’ by harsh rules and regulations. 
Amendment 14 here in Colorado is the result 
The Colorado Pork Producers Council on be-
half of the pork industry in Colorado asks 
that if rules and regulations are written and 
become law, whether on a state or national 
level, that these rules be based on ‘‘sound 
science,’’ be fair and equitable, and not ‘‘so-
cially engineered.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to close by thank-
ing all of the participants for their input. 
Former Speaker of the Colorado House of 
Representatives, Mr. Carl ‘‘Bev’’ Bledsoe mod-
erated the forum in Hugo. Ms. Sparky Turner 
moderated the forum in Lamar. Both did an 
outstanding job and helped draw many helpful 
thoughts and comments from all speakers. 

It’s obvious after hearing from my constitu-
ents that more needs to be done to expand 
trade with foreign countries. We need to bring 
some sanity to the Endangered Species Act, 
and we need to use sound science when mak-
ing decisions about regulations which will af-
fect a very important segment of our popu-
lation—the farmer. 

f 

REAFFIRM OUR COMMITMENT TO 
OUR VETERANS 

HON. JOHN E. SWEENEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 10, 1999 

Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 1401, the bill to author-
ize our all-important national defense pro-
grams and in support of the en bloc amend-
ment which includes language that addresses 
a crisis in our veterans community. 
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Throughout their lives, the men and women 

of our armed services make great sacrifices in 
the service of our country. Yet, many families 
requesting honor guards at the burials of vet-
erans are being told ‘‘NO’’—that we do not 
have the resources to honor those who have 
served so nobly. As Americans, the very least 
we can do is make sure that our veterans are 
given a proper burial when they die. 

My amendment strengthens the current lan-
guage in the bill by requiring, not just permit-
ting, the Secretary of Defense to provide nec-
essary materials, equipment, and training to 
support non-governmental organizations— 
namely our VFW, Disabled American Vet-
erans, American Legion, and other veterans 
groups—in providing honor guard services. 

Mr. Speaker, the newest of our National 
Cemeteries, Saratoga National Cemetery, will 
be opening in the heart of my district this July 
and will conduct funerals every thirty minutes 
for the next several years. Our active duty and 
reserve servicemen and women cannot keep 
up. Mr. Speaker—this is unacceptable! 

Everyone who served in the armed forces 
gave something. Some who served gave ev-
erything. And we have a responsibility to give 
back! 

Our veterans are eager to fill this void on a 
volunteer basis, but they do not possess the 
resources to do so. The committee bill will 
give private individuals the tools necessary to 
provide honor guard services, thereby reduc-
ing the demand on active duty servicemen or 
reservists. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill, and 
reaffirm our commitment to our veterans. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DR. DAVID KIRCHER 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 10, 1999 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I am honored 
to rise today in tribute to Dr. David Kircher, 
Superintendent of Fairview Park Schools in 
Rocky River, Ohio. As he celebrates his retire-
ment, I ask all of my colleagues to join with 
me in saluting his outstanding service and 
leadership in the Fairview Park Schools. 

Dr. Kircher has dedicated a substantial por-
tion of his life to the betterment of the Fairview 
Park Schools. For the past 30 years, Dr. 
Kircher has served as an important figure for 
the Fairview Park School district. He has held 
several positions throughout his tenure, but 
none as important as Superintendent of Fair-
view Park Schools, a position from which he 
will be retiring as of August 1, 1999. 

As the fifth superintendent in the history of 
the Fairview Park Schools, Dr. Kircher worked 
his way up from an Earth Space Science 
teacher to Superintendent in 1996. Throughout 
his career he has been recognized for his 
hard work and dedication in the Fairview Park 
Schools. Many students and staff members 
are not only inspired by his motivation and 
hard work, but also appreciate the fact that he 
has helped create excellent schools. That is 
why in 1998 he was nominated for the Na-
tional Superintendent of the year. The fol-
lowing year he received a resolution from the 

city of Fairview Park recognizing his 30 years 
of dedicated service to the Fairview Park 
Schools. 

Education has always been Dr. Kircher first 
priority. He earned a Ph.D. in educational ad-
ministration at Kent State University. His wis-
dom and educational background helped him 
become one of the most influential super-
intendents in Fairview Park Schools. 

Although his work puts extraordinary de-
mands on his time, Dr. David Kircher has 
never limited the time he gives to his most im-
portant interest, his family, especially his love-
ly wife, Maryann. 

I ask that and my distinguished colleagues 
join me in commending Dr. David Kircher for 
his lifetime dedication, service, and leadership 
in Fairview Park Schools. His large circle of 
family and friends can be proud of the signifi-
cant contribution he has made. Our commu-
nity has certainly been rewarded by the true 
service and uncompromising dedication dis-
played by Dr. David Kircher. 
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INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION 

HON. PHILIP M. CRANE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 10, 1999 

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing three bills which reflect my long-time 
interest in helping the economy and the peo-
ple of Puerto Rico. Rather than spending tax-
payer money on government programs, these 
bills will provide tax incentives for the private 
sector to help the economy of Puerto Rico. 

In 1996, Congress phased out Section 936 
over my objections. As a result, the economic 
incentives for U.S. companies to do business 
in Puerto Rico have dwindled, negatively im-
pacting the economy. In an effort to reverse 
that trend, the Government of Puerto Rico re-
duced their tax burden by 19 percent in recent 
years. However, they need more help. We in 
Congress can play an important role in that ef-
fort by putting in place long-term tax incentives 
to spur private sector growth on the Island. 

The first bill, the Puerto Rico Economic Ac-
tivity Credit Improvement Act of 1999, will 
modify and extend the existing economic cred-
it, which is due to expire at the end of 2005. 
My bill will build upon the replacement for 
Section 936, Section 30A, by extending the 
wage tax credit until the economy in Puerto 
Rico meets certain economic objectives de-
signed to bring the Island up to a level more 
on par with the mainland. The credit will also 
be available to new companies locating in 
Puerto Rico. Companies already in Puerto 
Rico and utilizing the existing income credit 
will be given a one-time option to switch over 
to the wage credit before the termination date 
of the income credit. 

The second bill will make the research and 
development (R&D) tax credit available to 
companies operating in Puerto Rico. The R&D 
credit has never been accessible in Puerto 
Rico, but, until the demise of Section 936, the 
lack of an R&D credit was of little tax con-
sequence to companies operating on the Is-
land. My bill will provide this small, but impor-
tant, tax credit for Puerto Rico and the other 
U.S. possessions as a matter of fairness. 

The third bill will repeal the limitation of the 
rum tax cover over. Under current law, a tax 
is collected on rum entering the U.S. mainland 
from Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
A portion of this tax is returned (covered over) 
to the governments of Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands. Because of a dispute in 1984, 
the cover over was limited to $10.50 of the 
total $13.50 per gallon tax. My bill will restore 
the cover over to the full amount. In particular, 
the government of the Virgin Islands des-
perately needs the revenue from the full cover 
over as they are currently in critical economic 
straits. 

In addition to restoring the cover over, this 
bill will also provide funding for the Conserva-
tion Trust Fund of Puerto Rico. The Fund has 
been very successful in preserving the natural 
resources of the Island for the people of Puer-
to Rico. In conjunction with the Governor of 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Department of the 
Interior, we developed a plan to direct 50 
cents of the per gallon rum tax to the Trust 
Fund for 5 years. This funding would allow the 
Trust to finish building their endowment in 
order to fund their operations in perpetuity. 

I want to thank my colleagues who have 
lent their support in different ways to these 
proposals: CHARLIE RANGEL, CARLOS ROMERO- 
BARCELÓ, JERRY WELLER, DONNA 
CHRISTENSEN, NANCY JOHNSON, PHIL ENGLISH, 
J.D. HAYWORTH and MARK FOLEY. I urge the 
rest of my colleagues to support us in these 
efforts. 

f 

HONORING TOLEDO METAL 
SPINNING COMPANY 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 10, 1999 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Toledo Metal Spinning Company 
(TMS), a business in my district recently hon-
ored as one of only six recipients of the Blue 
Chip Enterprise Initiative Award. This award, 
given to companies who have overcome both 
internal and external struggles throughout their 
organization, was extended to TMS in recogni-
tion of their exceptional ability to cope and re-
build virtually their entire business after a fire 
ravaged their operation. 

TMS Vice Presidents Eric and Craig 
Frankhauser are to be commended for their 
efforts to restore their corporation. After a dis-
astrous fire that destroyed much of the plant 
in February 1998, the two brothers worked 
tirelessly to fulfill customer orders and remain 
in production mode. Remarkably, five days 
after the fire, the company was back online 
and serving its customers with the same level 
of professionalism and courtesy as before the 
tragedy. Clients turn to TMS for a wide range 
of products including parts for missiles, pas-
senger jets, and military aircraft, as well as 
stainless steel, cone-shaped hoppers used for 
countless purposes from releasing fruit into 
yogurt to processing pills. 

As the Frankhausers rebuilt their facility 
their innovation and ingenuity led the way. 
Forced to rebuild not only their physical build-
ing but also their business structure, the 
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