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finally return to their homeland. Yet there is 
more good news on the way. Dr. Lee Teng- 
hui, President of the Republic of China on Tai-
wan just announced that Taiwan will provide 
the Kosovar refugees with $300 million in aid. 
This aid includes food and medical care that 
are urgently required, as well as job training 
and rehabilitation programs to promote the re-
construction of Kosovo in the long run. we 
welcome such generosity from the Republic of 
china, and applaud its contribution to peace 
and stability in the international community. 

Under the dynamic leadership of President 
Lee Teng-hui, the Republic of China has be-
come a prosperous, full-fledged democracy, 
and it has demonstrated on numerous occa-
sions its willingness to help the needy. Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to ask my colleagues to 
join me in expressing our appreciation to 
President Lee and the people of the Republic 
of China for their generosity to the Kosovar 
refugees and contributions to the international 
community. 
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OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Jose Orlando Mejia, the Chief of 
Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine and the 
Director of the Medical Intensive Care Unit at 
Woodhull Medical and Mental Health Center, 
and Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Medicine at the State University of New York 
Health Science Center at Brooklyn. 

Board certified in three specialities—Internal 
Medicine, Pulmonary Medicine, and Critical 
Care Medicine—Dr. Mejia is an expert in asth-
ma, emphysema, smoking-related illness, and 
diseases of the lungs, respiratory system and 
heart. 

Graduated from the Autonomous University 
of Santo Domingo School of Medicine in the 
Dominican Republic, he has received ad-
vanced training through a Pulmonary Medicine 
Fellowship at the Long Island College Hos-
pital, and a Critical Care Medicine Fellowship 
at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
Montefiore Hospital. 

For nearly twenty years, Dr. Mejia has dedi-
cated his work to caring for the people of our 
communities. He has taken a holistic approach 
to care-giving—not only working to heal the 
patient, but care for the community as well. He 
is a keen diagnostician and excellent commu-
nicator—speaking to patients in both English 
and Spanish. As such, he can provide a 
unique type of care—providing a level of com-
fort and support emotionally while healing peo-
ple physically. 

Dr. Mejia’s special interest in asthma is par-
ticularly important to the communities I rep-
resent in New York’s 12th Congressional Dis-
trict, where air pollution is an enormous prob-
lem. Due to the traffic and waste-transfer sites 
that are located throughout Brooklyn, asthma 
and other respiratory problems are particularly 
high—especially among children. Dr. Mejia’s 
work addresses these problems in a direct 
and critical way. 

Many times people who make valuable con-
tributions to our communities go unrecognized. 
I would like to urge my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Dr. Mejia for the work he has 
done, the people he has helped, and the 
strength he has given to our communities. Be-
cause of his work the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict is a better place, and I thank him and 
wish him continued success. 
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Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Beverly Garland, who is being hon-
ored as 1999 NoHo Citizen of the Year at the 
7th Annual NoHo Theatre & Arts Festival. 
Through the years Ms. Garland has played an 
invaluable role in helping NoHo emerge as a 
thriving center of music, dance and theater in 
what had been a declining section of North 
Hollywood. As a successful businesswoman 
and actress, Ms. Garland is the perfect rep-
resentative for NoHo. The Festival could not 
have made a more appropriate choice for its 
citizen of the year. 

Much of the world knows Beverly Garland 
for her role as Fred MacMurray’s wife in the 
long-running television series ‘‘My Three 
Sons,’’ and as Kate Jackson’s mother in ‘‘The 
Scarecrow and Mrs. King.’’ That was then. 
Today she continues to lead a very busy life 
as a television actress. Her recent movies for 
TV include ‘‘Finding the Way Home’’ with 
George C. Scott and ‘‘The World’s Oldest Liv-
ing Bridesmaid,’’ with Donna Mills. She has 
also appeared as a guest star on ‘‘Friends,’’ 
‘‘Ellen’’ and ‘‘Diagnosis Murder,’’ and recently 
became ‘‘engaged’’ to Grandpa Charles on the 
popular weekly series ‘‘7th Heaven. 

With more than 200 television and film roles 
to her credit, it comes as no surprise that Ms. 
Garland has received a star in her name on 
the famous Hollywood Walk of Fame. 

Those of us who live in the east San Fer-
nando Valley also know Ms. Garland for her 
business skills and civic involvement. She and 
her family own and operate Beverly Garland’s 
Holiday Inn on Vineland Avenue in North Hol-
lywood, a 258-room hotel that recently teamed 
with Holiday Inn Worldwide. The hotel is not 
only popular with visitors to the area, but is a 
central location for community meetings, 
chamber of commerce events and other im-
portant local activities. 

Ms. Garland has not at all been hesitant to 
use her skills as a public speaker to promote 
the area. She holds the position of Honorary 
Mayor of North Hollywood and lends her pres-
ence at many public functions. She has also 
served on the California Tourism Corporation 
Board of Directors and is a member of the 
Greater Los Angeles Visitors and Convention 
Bureau. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in saluting 
Beverly Garland, whose devotion to her com-
munity, commitment to the arts and dedication 
to her craft are an inspiration to us all. She 
has contributed greatly to the rise of NoHo 
and its emergence as one of the ‘‘hot spots’’ 
of Los Angeles. 

RECOGNIZING ROBERT TAYLOR 
AND THE FRESNO CHAPTER OF 
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HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 10, 1999 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Robert Taylor, coach of the 
Fresno chapter of the Monterey Bay Jaguars, 
for his outstanding achievements and dedica-
tion to the youth of his community. The Mon-
terey Bay Jaguars is a track and field club for 
children ages six and up. 

Taylor, a Fresno parole officer, devotes his 
time twice a week, between February and 
July, to his ‘‘star athletes.’’ He started with 
about 15 athletes from Bethune Elementary 
school in Fresno, where he was a tutor. The 
chapter now has more than 40 athletes from 
Fresno County. Taylor recruited co-workers 
and parents to help him run the growing pro-
gram. Despite what some may think, this is 
not an ‘‘inner-city’’ group of kids. ‘‘We have a 
mixture,’’ Taylor says. ‘‘Most of these kids are 
on the honor roll. Some of those kids down 
there have some money. But I don’t want it to 
be like they’re the rich kids. These kids are 
talented.’’ 

Indeed they are. Most of Taylor’s kids had 
not participated until this year, but have won 
a combined 700 awards at the state and na-
tional levels since February. Taylor’s secret to 
this success is a regimen of discipline and 
mental stability. Taylor designed a program 
that teaches the children the fundamental as-
pects of the sport and puts them through a 
college level workout twice per week. Taylor 
says he believes all of his athletes can com-
pete in college and beyond and boasts about 
their speed. ‘‘I’ve got a gold mine here,’’ Tay-
lor says. ‘‘They’re the all-star team.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I rise, with great pleasure, to 
recognize Robert Taylor and his team of ‘‘all- 
stars.’’ It is evident by the dedication of both 
coaches and athletes that there is a mutual re-
spect, and genuine concern for the positive 
development of the community. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the Fresno 
chapter of the Monterey Bay Jaguars for many 
more years of continued success. 
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INCREASING THE MINIMUM WAGE 
DECREASES OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
OUR NATION’S YOUTH 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 10, 1999 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I highly recommend 
Bruce Bartlett’s ‘‘Minimum Wage Hikes Help 
Politicians, Not the Poor’’, which recently ap-
peared in The Wall Street Journal, to all of my 
colleagues. Mr. Bartlett’s article provides an 
excellent overview of the evidence that an in-
crease in the federally-mandated minimum 
wage reduces teenage employment. Since 
those shut out of entry-level work are unlikely 
to obtain higher-paying jobs in the future, an 
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