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ADVANCED TECHNICAL CENTER, 
MEXICO, MISSOURI 

∑ Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I rise 
today in recognition of the Advanced 
Technical Center in Mexico, Missouri. 

Back in 1997, several community and 
state leaders approached me regarding 
funding for the Advanced Technical 
Center, which at that time existed only 
on paper and in the minds of these 
leaders. I immediately had a certain af-
fection for this project. First and fore-
most, this project would be located in 
my hometown of Mexico, Missouri. 
Second, the local leaders came to me 
with one of the most comprehensive 
partnerships that I have ever had the 
pleasure to work with. The partners in-
cluded Linn State Technical College, 
the University of Missouri, Moberly 
Area Community College, the Mexico 
Area Vocational and Technical School, 
the City of Mexico, and the State of 
Missouri. Third, the Advanced Tech-
nical Center would provide students 
with exceptional educational opportu-
nities through highly specialized and 
advanced technical education and 
training at the certificate and degree 
levels in both emerging and traditional 
technologies. 

In the fall of 1997, the Senate ap-
proved and the President signed the ap-
propriation bill providing $1 million in 
Federal funds for the Advanced Tech-
nical Center in Mexico, Missouri. The 
federal support recognized that the key 
to staying competitive in today’s glob-
al marketplace is investing in edu-
cation and training of our current and 
future workers. The federal funds, in 
conjunction with the local and state 
funds, made this project a reality. 

This Friday, June 18, 1999, the Ad-
vanced Technical Center will celebrate 
its Grand Opening. I am looking for-
ward to being a part of the celebration. 
But, more importantly, I am proud to 
have been a participant in the success-
ful partnership that has led to the cre-
ation of a model, state-of-the-art tech-
nical training and learning facility in 
my hometown of Mexico, MO.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO HENRY AND MARILYN 
TAUB 

∑ Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 
rise today to pay tribute to two very 
close friends, Henry and Marilyn Taub 
in honor of the June 15, 1999 dedication 
of the Henry and Marilyn Taub Science 
and Technology Center Faculty of 
Computer Science. This state-of-the- 
art facility, located at the Technion- 
Israel Institute of Technology in Haifa, 
Israel, will be one of the largest com-
puter science facilities in the world. It 
is only the most recent example of the 
Taubs’ contributions to education. 
They have had a long history of philan-
thropic activity. 

As Henry Taub’s long-time business 
associate, I witnessed the Taubs’ ex-
traordinary commitment to the 
Technion. They established both the 
Taub Loan Fund, which aids faculty 
members in the Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science Faculties, as 
well as the Henry Taub Prize for excel-
lence in research. And their support 
helped the Institute establish the Mor-
ris and Sylvia Taub Computer Center. 
These outstanding contributions to 
Israel’s top technology institution are 
but one example of the Taubs’ commit-
ment to Israel’s strength and independ-
ence through science and learning. 

They have helped students keep pace 
with technological advances in this 
century and have helped make 
Technion one of the leading technology 
centers for the next century. 

It has been one of my life’s most re-
warding experiences to have worked 
with Henry and his brother Joseph. We 
shared successes together but more sig-
nificantly, a commitment to a 
strengthened Israel and world wide 
Jewish community. 

I am honored by my friendship with 
Henry and Marilyn Taub. The course of 
my life was heavily influenced by my 
association with the Taubs and I am 
grateful for the example that Henry 
provided for all of us who know him. 

His activities serve as an outstanding 
model of how to respond to success 
available, to those who will work for it, 
in this blessed America. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
paying tribute to this thoughtful, self-
less couple for the excellent work they 
have done to improve life in America 
and Israel.∑ 
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250TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
TOWN OF BENNINGTON, VERMONT 

∑ Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the 250th anniver-
sary of the Town of Bennington, 
Vermont. On behalf of all Vermonters, 
I want to wish this historical town a 
very happy anniversary. 

In 1749, the Governor of New Hamp-
shire, Benning Wentworth, chartered 
the first town in the territory that 
would eventually become the State of 
Vermont. In 1761, the town was named 
Bennington in his honor. With its ac-
cess to the Walloomsac River as a 
power source, the new town quickly 
built up industries such as paper mills, 
pottery, grist mills, and the largest 
cotton batting mill in the United 
States. It became an important gate-
way to the region. 

During the Revolutionary War, 
Bennington gained great notoriety 
with the Battle of Bennington. As the 
British General, John Burgoyne, 
marched his troops south from Canada 
with the plans to capture Albany, they 
stopped in Vermont intending to forage 
for supplies. However, they underesti-
mated the strength of their enemy. On 

August 16, 1777, John Stark, leading a 
militia of 1500 men, including the 
Green Mountain Boys, attacked. After 
two days of fighting, the militia de-
feated the British with the first deci-
sive victory for the Americans. This 
critical battle is seen as the turning 
point in the war because it greatly 
weakened the British forces, revital-
ized languishing spirit of the revolu-
tionaries, and ensured another victory 
at Saratoga. Bennington was also the 
base of Ethan Allen and the Green 
Mountain Boys who led the taking of 
Fort Ticondaroga. To celebrate 
Bennington’s vital role in the Amer-
ican Revolution, I’ve enjoyed marching 
in many Bennington Battle Day pa-
rades. 

The Town of Bennington holds a spe-
cial place in the Vermont history 
books. On Bennington’s village green 
stands the meeting house where legis-
lators in 1791 voted for the Independent 
Republic of Vermont to become the 
14th state. 

In addition to the town’s historical 
significance, Bennington has a rich cul-
tural heritage. The buildings found in 
Old Bennington form one the greatest 
concentrations of early Federal and 
Georgian architecture in the state. In 
North Bennington is the Park- 
McCullough House, built in 1865, which 
served as home to two Vermont gov-
ernors. The Bennington Museum 
houses a collection of paintings by the 
celebrated folk artist, Grandma Moses, 
known for her depictions of rural life 
and the countryside. 

Today, Bennington offers much to 
both its residents and to visiting tour-
ists. 

Continuing a long tradition of artis-
tic appreciation, the new Arts Center 
helps promote a variety of exhibits, 
threatre productions, literary readings, 
artists’ work space, and dance and mu-
sical performances. Bennington also 
boasts two private colleges: 
Bennington College, a small liberal 
arts school with a strong performing 
arts program; and Southern Vermont 
College, a small college that prides 
itself on providing resources to and 
giving back to the Bennington commu-
nity. 

But the heart of this small town has 
always been its indomitable people and 
its close-knit community. It is a com-
munity dedicated to improving the 
lives of all its citizens. This dedication 
can be seen in several innovative 
Bennington educational programs, in 
the town’s collaborative approach to 
helping children and families, and in 
the significant progress made toward 
meeting the community’s needs for af-
fordable housing. 

It gives me great pleasure to recog-
nize the Town of Bennington’s 250th 
anniversary, its significant role in both 
the history of our country and of the 
State of Vermont, and its strong, di-
verse citizens.∑ 
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