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which is offered by the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. KASICH) and me of the Com-
mittee on the Budget and the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY) and
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
Young) of the Committee on Appro-
priations. This is the right way to go.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chairman, I rise as a volunteer
member of the off-budget committee,
as suggested by my distinguished
friend and colleague, the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. SPRATT).

Mr. Chairman, I have heard more red
herrings in this debate this afternoon
than I have heard in a long time on the
House floor: No fiscal discipline, all re-
straints do not count.

Baloney. The aviation tax is a re-
straint. We cannot get more than the
taxes provide. The general revenue
limit in this bill, that is a restraint.
We do not allow the general revenue
funds to increase. Any increase de-
manded by operations is going to come
out of the ticket tax fund. The Com-
mittee on Appropriations has the abil-
ity to limit obligations. That is a re-
straint.

Ignore the rest of the budget? Balo-
ney. The same gang that cannot shoot
straight today could not shoot straight
last year. They said last year on T-21,
oh, my God, the sky is falling if we
pass this bill. We will not be able to do
health care, we will not be able to do
education, we will not be able to do all
the other good things we want in this
Federal budget.

Well, we are doing them. The con-
struction crews are out there on the
highways building the road improve-
ments, building the bridge improve-
ments that America wants and needs,
making the transit improvements in
America’s cities they need. All we want
is to do the same thing, have the same
fairness with the aviation trust fund.

Will our good friends and colleagues
on the Committee on Appropriations
guarantee a commitment to spend out
the revenues into the aviation trust
fund that come in from the ticket tax
every year? I did not hear any of that
in the preceding debate. I did not hear
any commitments to assure that the
taxes and the interest thereon will be
invested for the purpose for which air
travelers are taxed. We did not hear
any of that debate.

We heard all this stuff about the gen-
eral revenues of the United States, of
the Federal government. Other agen-
cies provide safety services to the pub-
lic, including the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, the Food Safety Inspec-
tion Service, the Occupational Safety
and Health Administration, environ-
mental protection. They get 80 percent
of their budgets, at least, from the gen-
eral fund. The FAA is going to get
about 23 percent.
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We are assuring that the taxes into
the trust fund will go to cover the cost
of general revenues.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Chair-
man, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Florida.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. I thank the
gentleman for yielding and raising that
point.

Mr. Chairman, I am here to tell the
gentleman that the Committee on Ap-
propriations will guarantee and does
guarantee by this amendment that the
income from that aviation tax going
into the trust fund would remain there.
The interest would remain there. We
have not and would not attempt to use
that funding for any other purpose. I
want the gentleman to be assured of
that.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Reclaiming the lit-
tle bit of time I have left, Mr. Chair-
man, I appreciate the gentleman and
would be delighted if he would just in-
clude firewalls. That is all that is miss-
ing from that language. What we need
to have is real firewalls.

Ultimately, Mr. Chairman, this
amendment comes down to how does it
affect each Member’s State and each
Member’s airport. Here, come to this
desk. Here is a glimpse of the future.
Take a look at how the cuts that will
result from this amendment will affect
Members’ airports. We can show them
how that will affect their airport.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin.

Mr. OBEY. I think there is another
question that ought to be asked: How
will it affect the country if we blow the
budget?

Mr. OBERSTAR. It will affect the
country by improving airports, increas-
ing the efficiency of air travel, improv-
ing the national economy, Kkeeping
America the leader in the world in
aviation.

Let us vote for the 21st century. Let
us vote for this bill, and vote down on
this amendment.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I ask
unanimous consent to strike the last
word.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I have
been informed that there is a problem
in the Capitol as a result of an event
that is taking place in the Rotunda
right now, and that Members will not
be, though it is a wonderful event tak-
ing place, Members will not be able to
get here for the vote.

Therefore, in consultation with the
gentleman from Florida (Chairman
YOUNG), the two of us have agreed that
I will make a motion in a few seconds
that the committee do now rise, and it
will be for about 30 minutes, I am told.
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Then we will come back and the two
remaining speakers on this amendment
will be the gentleman from Florida
(Chairman YOUNG) and myself.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. SHUSTER. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I would
simply observe that this is not the first
time there has been a problem in the
Capitol. But I agree with the gentle-
man’s solution.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I move
that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
WOLF) having assumed the chair, Mr.
BoNILLA, Chairman of the Committee
of the Whole House on the State of the
Union, reported that that Committee,
having had under consideration the bill
(H.R. 1000) to amend title 49, United
States Code, to reauthorize programs
of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, and for other purposes, had come
to no resolution thereon.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 57 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. THORNBERRY) at 4 o’clock
and 55 minutes p.m.

———

AVIATION INVESTMENT AND RE-
FORM ACT FOR THE 21ST CEN-
TURY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 206 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 1000.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
1000) to amend title 49, United States
Code, to reauthorize programs of the
Federal Aviation Administration, and
for other purposes, with Mr. BONILLA in
the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole House rose earlier
today, pending was Amendment Num-
ber 2 printed in part B of House Report
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