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Glenn are these types of heroes who 
continue to defy limitations and in-
spire others to play leading roles in 
their communities. However, there are 
other, lesser-known older Americans 
who have been important to their own 
communities and now make use of the 
services of the Older Americans Act. 
The least we can do is to assist those 
who have given all they can and want 
to continue to live healthy and active 
lives. 

Long life is a gift we treasure, and 
along with this gift comes a responsi-
bility. Renewing the Older Americans 
Act is responsible action that provides 
security for the next century and will 
foster longer, healthier, and more pro-
ductive lives for all Americans. 
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AMERICAN AGRICULTURE IS IN 
CRISIS AND NEEDS HELP NOW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
ETHERIDGE) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, this 
past week it was announced that North 
Carolina farmers’ earnings had dropped 
by $1 billion in 1998 over 1997. I was as-
tounded when I read the article. But 
similar problems are being experienced 
all over America by our farmers. The 
farm crisis in America should be a con-
cern for every American. 

I have said many times that the peo-
ple in this country must realize that 
food does not just come from the gro-
cery store or from the supermarket. It 
comes from the blood, sweat, and tears 
and hard work of some of the hardest- 
working, God-fearing people in this 
country, and their families work hard. 
We cannot stand by and allow the 
farmers of this country to go out of 
business and let our farms be turned 
into strip malls and parking lots. 

Whether it is the wheat farmer in the 
Midwest, the cotton farmer in Texas, 
the vegetable farmer in Florida, or the 
tobacco farmer in North Carolina, 
farmers help build this country, and 
they deserve to have us stand by them 
in times of crisis. If we do not, we will 
pay the price through the devastation 
of our rural communities and higher 
prices at the grocery store ultimately. 

I am committed to working with 
Congress to find solutions that will re-
store profitability to agriculture in 
America and allow mothers and fathers 
to pass on this honored professional 
farming to their sons and daughters, 
because a lot of young people in this 
country are getting out of the profes-
sion because they cannot make a liv-
ing. We must restore the farm safety 
net in this Nation before more farmers 
and their families fall through the 
cracks. 

Mr. Speaker, the bumper crop of 
wheat last year and again this year 
that is now being harvested and is 
being seen in many parts of the coun-

try are suffering from some of the low-
est prices in recent years. Farmers are 
finding out that they cannot produce 
themselves into prosperity with the 
low prices we are having. In some parts 
of the country, some farmers are al-
ready reeling from drought. This Con-
gress must do something before it is 
too late for our farmers and their fami-
lies. 

We must start by reforming crop in-
surance, breaking down trade barriers, 
providing greater access to low-inter-
est loans and credit for new and strug-
gling producers, and provide support to 
farmers in times of dramatically low 
commodity prices like we are seeing 
now, all commodity prices. However, 
the first thing we need to do is to real-
ize, and my colleagues in this Congress 
need to understand, that American ag-
riculture is in a crisis, and it requires 
action now. 

Just last week this Congress passed 
an agriculture bill at a time of crisis in 
agriculture, and what did it do? It cut 
$102 million out of it. That is how we 
care about farmers. I want my col-
leagues to know I voted against it, be-
cause I think it was the wrong thing to 
do at the wrong time. North Carolina 
farmers and the North Carolina econ-
omy cannot afford another loss like we 
had in 1998, and I am going to continue 
to call on my colleagues in this body to 
stand up and be counted, because the 
farmers of this country cannot be al-
lowed to go broke. Another $1 billion 
loss over last year’s economy would 
put most farmers out of business. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to share just a 
few comments out of an article in the 
Wilson paper this week. It talked about 
a farmer who was harvesting his wheat. 
He had the best wheat harvest he has 
had in years on winter wheat. He had 
reduced his production from 200 acres 
to 160 acres. For the folks in the Mid-
west, that might not sound like a lot of 
wheat. In North Carolina it is a consid-
erable crop. He planted wheat because 
all of the other commodities were so 
low, and he could double-crop and put 
in soybeans behind it. Well, when he 
put it in for market this past week, it 
was $2.15 a bushel. A loaf of bread is 
about $1.65 a loaf, so I can tell you who 
is making the money, and it is not the 
guy who is producing the wheat, it is 
someone in between. 

Here is what he had to say. He said, 
all of the other commodities were also 
down other than wheat, but we had to 
plant something, and wheat was a good 
crop to plant when one wants to dou-
ble-crop and plant behind it. He was 
fortunate. Even in the drought times 
we are now feeling in North Carolina, 
he got three-tenths of an inch of rain 
on Sunday and is now planting soy-
beans behind the wheat. Anyone that 
knows anything about agriculture 
knows that if it is dry and you get 
three-tenths of water, that will settle 
the dust maybe, but not much more. 

My friends, we have to pay attention 
to American agriculture if we want to 
continue to eat and have the farmers 
continue to produce. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
SHOULD INCLUDE JUSTICE FOR 
ALL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, in 
Washington there are a lot of well-in-
tentioned policies that are often mis-
guided and often result in unintended 
consequences. There are those who 
claim they want to unite the country 
and bring people together, but in re-
ality, the policies in and of themselves 
divide people. I will give my colleagues 
a perfect illustration of what I am 
talking about. 

There is a doctrine that has recently 
been the goo-goo of so many folks here 
in Washington across the country 
called environmental justice. Now, ac-
cording to the proponents of this doc-
trine, there are actions that have been 
taken by governments, local, State or 
otherwise, that disproportionately af-
fect minority communities. The prob-
lem here is happening and occurring 
right in my community in Staten Is-
land. I will give an example. 

We have the country’s largest land-
fill. All of the garbage generated in 
New York City right now, about 9,000 
tons per day, ends up in Staten Island. 
Staten Island happens to be a commu-
nity that is 80 percent white. So what 
happened several months ago as we 
stepped up our efforts to close the land-
fill on Staten Island? The EPA and the 
White House Counsel on Environ-
mental Quality and about 60 other offi-
cials marched in New York City, not to 
look at the landfill, but to look at 
transfer stations in the south Bronx. 
Their reasoning is that the south 
Bronx has a problem, but where the 
disconnect is and what these pro-
ponents of things like environmental 
justice seem to forget is that if there is 
a health problem or if there is a prob-
lem that adversely affects one person, 
it does not matter if the person is 
white, African-American, Latino, Chi-
nese-American; if it is bad for one, it is 
bad for everybody. 

So as they parade these 60 officials 
through New York, they do not even 
come across the bridge to Staten Is-
land. So how is it logical that we can 
have a transfer station problem in the 
south Bronx where the garbage is tran-
sient, and we do not have a problem 
with an open, unpermitted garbage 
dump that is about 160 feet high right 
now of rotting garbage? And what is 
the response? Well, you do not have a 
remedy under environmental justice 
because you are not in a minority com-
munity. That, folks, is not American. 
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