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goals condones its use. All government 
welfare is based on the threat of gov-
ernment violence. 

Number seven, Star Wars technology, 
casually displayed on our TV screens 
showing the blowing up of bridges, 
trains, sewer plants, and embassies all 
in the name of humanitarianism glibly 
sanctions violence as a proper tool for 
bringing about change. 

Number eight, the Federal govern-
ment’s role in Waco and the burning 
alive of innocent children in the name 
of doing good sends a confused message 
to our youth. 

Number nine, government’s role in 
defending and even paying to kill a 
half-born child cannot but send a pow-
erful message to our young people that 
all life is cheap, both that of the vic-
tims and the perpetrators of violence. 

More gun laws expanding the role of 
the Federal government in our daily 
lives while further undermining the 
first and second amendment will not 
curb the violence. Understanding the 
proper constitutional role for govern-
ment and preventing the government 
itself from using illegal force to mold 
society and police the world would go a 
long way in helping to diminish the vi-
olence. 

Ultimately, though, only a moral so-
ciety, with the family its key element, 
will make the citizens and the govern-
ment less violent. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FORMER CONGRESS-
MAN RICHARD RAY FROM THE 
THIRD DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to former Con-
gressman Richard Ray, representative 
of Georgia’s Third District from 1983 to 
1992. 

Congressman Ray died on May 29 of 
this year and was laid to rest in Perry, 
Georgia, the town he loved and served 
for over four decades. He is survived by 
his wife, two sons, a daughter, and 
three grandchildren. 

My colleagues who had the privilege 
of serving with Congressman Richard 
Ray may offer many stories of his ac-
complishments and his tenacious spir-
it, but I have a unique perspective of 
the legacy of Richard Ray. That is his 
service in Congress, because I had the 
difficult task of following directly in 
his footsteps as representative of the 
Third District. 

I learned quickly that Richard Ray 
had truly been a public servant. His 
constituents knew him personally, and 
felt free to call upon him for assist-
ance. He was personally involved with 
every town and city in the district, and 
visited each one regularly. 

As far as the people of the Third Dis-
trict were concerned, Richard Ray had 

set a high standard for a congressional 
service, and I count it a privilege to 
continue that tradition. 

Richard Belmont Ray was born in 
Fort Valley, Georgia, and grew up 
working the family farm with his fa-
ther and brothers and sisters. His only 
lengthy venture outside the state of 
Georgia as a young man was during his 
service in the Navy toward the end of 
World War II. 

That service gave him his first 
glimpse of the world outside his home 
State, although I am sure it never oc-
curred to young sailor on board the 
U.S.S. Rowan that the next time he 
visited Japan he would be an influen-
tial member of the Committee on 
Armed Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

After completing his service, Richard 
Ray returned home to Georgia and 
married Barbara Giles of Byron, Geor-
gia, the woman who worked with him 
to build a business, a home, and a fam-
ily over the next five decades. 

Richard began public service when he 
was building a small business in Perry, 
Georgia. His early service as a city 
councilman and as mayor ingrained in 
him the importance of working di-
rectly with the people he represented. 

Senator Sam Nunn recognized the 
value of Richard Ray and his focus on 
constituents and local issues, and ap-
pointed him Chief of Staff in 1972. 

When Congressman Jack Brinkley 
announced his retirement in 1982, Rich-
ard ran and was elected Congressman 
to the Third District of Georgia. He 
brought to this position years of polit-
ical experience, a humble attitude, and 
a determination to make a difference 
in the lives of his constituents. 

The new Congressman had three pri-
mary goals: To establish effective serv-
ices, stop deficit spending by the Fed-
eral government, and ensure that the 
U.S. military regained its status as the 
greatest fighting force in the world. 

He committed himself to these goals 
with a focus and energy that was 
uniquely Richard Ray’s. Working 7 
days a week, usually more than 12 
hours a day, Richard accomplished 
more in his 10 years of service than 
many Congressmen do in several dec-
ades. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot begin to list 
all of Richard’s accomplishments in 
Congress, but I want to submit for the 
RECORD a few that have special mean-
ing for the people of the Third District 
of Georgia. 

Richard Ray was a man who valued 
integrity, hard work, family, and his 
Lord, above all else. Mr. Speaker, Con-
gressman Richard Ray will be greatly 
missed. 

Mr. Speaker, Richard Ray’s strong desire to 
stay directly in touch with the people of the 
Third District led him to develop a series of 
Advisory Committees and regular meetings 
that would allow a time for questions and ex-
change of information. In the early 1980’s, 

Richard was breaking new ground by estab-
lishing a regular series of meetings to be held 
in the Third District to commemorate Black 
History Month. Although controversial at first, 
the Third District Black History Month break-
fast and meetings grew and expanded over 
the years, eventually taking on a life of their 
own and raising thousands of dollars for the 
Pettigrew Scholarship Fund at Ft. Valley State 
College and the House of Mercy, a homeless 
shelter in Columbus, GA. This tradition con-
tinues to this day, and I am proud to take part 
in this annual event begun by Congressman 
Ray. 

His service on the House Armed Services 
Committee was one of the high points of Rich-
ard’s career. He was committed both to a 
strong defense and to a good quality of life for 
the soldiers, sailors, and airmen who serve 
our country. Richard’s approach to committee 
work was to immerse himself in the details of 
an issue, studying it intently, talking with rep-
resentatives of all sides, and then analyzing all 
factors before making a decision. He was 
never quick to make a judgement on a de-
fense issue or to use his position to seek 
headlines. So, when he did get involved in an 
issue, his colleagues knew that Richard had 
thought it through and that his position had 
merit. 

Many of the issues he took on for the com-
mittee were not glamorous, but they were crit-
ical and the committee chairmen always knew 
that Richard could be relied on to work hard 
behind the scenes to solve a problem. And, 
they knew that if Richard got involved in an 
issue, he would win in the end. Richard Ray 
never let go of a problem until he had solved 
it. Perhaps one of the most striking examples 
of his tenacity occurred when Richard learned 
that U.S. airbases in Europe did not have ade-
quate air defense systems. The reasons for 
this deficiency were many and since it was a 
joint Army/Air Force program, the path for res-
olution of the problem was not clear. But, for 
Richard Ray, the problem had to be solved 
and he turned his energy to identifying and 
then enacting a solution. Quickly Army and Air 
Force representatives learned not to show up 
at a hearing unless they could answer ques-
tions on air base defense. When Richard be-
came convinced that the solutions to the prob-
lem were coming too slow, he took decisive 
action to focus attention on this critical defi-
ciency—he simply passed an amendment 
stopping production of the Air Force’s prize 
fighter unless sufficient resources were put to 
air base defense. Thanks to his efforts, a pro-
gram of adequate defenses was established 
for U.S. airbases. We saw the legacy of Rich-
ard Ray’s work when our forces went to the 
Persian Gulf and used air defense systems ef-
fectively. The quiet yet constant persistence of 
this man ensured that our nation’s forces 
could protect themselves from air attack with 
air defense missiles. 

Richard Ray was asked to chair the first De-
fense Environmental Restoration Panel in 
1987. He served as chairman of the panel 
until he left office in 1992. Under his leader-
ship, U.S. and foreign bases began cleaning 
up decades of environmental contamination 
and began implementing new environmentally- 
conscious practices and procedures. Richard 
helped to chart the U.S. through a difficult time 
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as the implementation of new environmental 
regulations and laws threatened to completely 
shut down the U.S. military. With his commit-
ment both to a strong military and to a clean 
environment, Richard was able to help the 
military chart a path through the evolving envi-
ronmental laws that allowed for compliance, 
yet did not prohibit readiness and training. 

Richard had many other legislative accom-
plishments during his ten years in Congress 
but few were as meaningful to him as estab-
lishing the Jimmy Carter National Historic Site 
in Plains, Georgia. Working with the National 
Park Service, former President and Mrs. 
Carter, and the citizens of Plains, Richard Ray 
enacted legislation establishing both a perma-
nent tribute to President Carter and a historic 
site presenting a comprehensive look at the 
rural south during the first half of the twentieth 
century. 

Mr. Speaker, I also ask to have reprinted in 
the RECORD this selection chosen by Barbara 
Ray as a tribute to her husband. It is truly a 
fitting remembrance of his life—for he was a 
man who valued integrity, hard work, family 
and his Lord above all else. 

MY CREED 
I do not choose to be a common man. It is 

my right to be uncommon—if I can. 
I seek opportunity—not security. I do not 

wish to be a kept citizen, humbled and dulled 
by having the state look after me. I want to 
take the calculated risk; to dream and to 
build, to fail and to succeed. 

I refuse to barter incentive for a dole. I 
prefer the challenges of life to the guaran-
teed existence; the thrill of fulfillment to 
the stale calm of Utopia. I will not trade 
freedom for beneficence nor my dignity for a 
handout. 

I will never cower before any monster nor 
bend to any threat. It is my heritage to 
stand erect, proud and unafraid; to think and 
act for myself, enjoy the benefit of my cre-
ations and to face the world boldly and say: 
This I have done. 

All this is what it means to be an Amer-
ican. 

f 

H.R. 1000, THE AVIATION INVEST-
MENT AND REFORM ACT FOR 
THE 21ST CENTURY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Dakota (Mr. 
THUNE) is recognized for 5 minutes 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN SOUTH DAKOTA 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. Speaker, I would 

like to just briefly harken back to 
something my friend, the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA) said 
earlier about environmental justice, 
because we are dealing with a number 
of environmental issues that are very 
important in my State of South Da-
kota. 

In the beautiful Black Hills, we have 
this little pest called the pine beetle 
which, if not managed effectively, will 
destroy thousands of acres of forest in 
the Black Hills. The Clinton-Gore ad-
ministration recently revoked a pre-
viously-agreed upon order that would 
have allowed the Forest Service to 
manage the problem. That is crazy. 

I want to talk about another thing. 
We have another little pest called the 

prairie dog which, if Members can be-
lieve this, is scheduled to go on the en-
dangered species list. 

Ranchers have been trying for gen-
erations to eradicate prairie dogs be-
cause they destroy the grass where 
ranchers allow cattle to graze. This, 
too, is crazy. I do not know what bu-
reaucrats in Washington know about 
prairie dogs. These are issues that the 
people who live off the land are trying 
to manage. They are good conserva-
tionists. 

We are dealing with another one 
right now having to do with wetlands 
regulations, trying to bring some com-
mon sense, some sense of balance, to 
these issues, and consistently we run 
into resistance from this administra-
tion, proving once again that common 
sense I think is in very rare supply in 
this city and in this administration. 

What I would like to do this evening, 
Mr. Speaker, is talk, if I might briefly, 
about something that is a very positive 
development from my State, which we 
passed today. That is H.R. 1000, the 
Aviation Investment and Reform Act 
for the 21st Century. It will make im-
portant and long overdue strides to-
wards restoring the integrity of the 
aviation trust fund. 

As was the case with the Highway 
Trust Fund, the American people have 
been paying use taxes into what they 
thought was a dedicated trust fund re-
served for maintaining and improving 
airport safety and capacity. Unfortu-
nately, like in a lot of other areas, the 
Federal government for years has been 
less than honest in the way they have 
handled this fund. Passengers, avi-
ators, and the airlines have paid bil-
lions of dollars to the Federal govern-
ment in the form of taxes on tickets, 
fuel, and air freight. 

They have expected these funds will 
go to keep the infrastructure repaired 
and in working condition, and to im-
prove the efficiency of air travel, and 
most importantly, to ensure the safety 
of air travel. South Dakota’s two busi-
est airports highlight this principle, 
painting the stark difference between 
the investment and the return. 

The passengers and other aviation 
users in Sioux Falls Regional Airport, 
the State’s largest airport, paid ap-
proximately $8 million in aviation 
taxes to the Federal government in 
1997. Yet the airport received only $1.3 
million in aviation improvement funds 
from the FAA. 

Users of the Rapid City Regional Air-
port paid in nearly $7 million and re-
ceived $850,000 in return. While both re-
ceive other indirect contributions 
through the presence of FAA personnel 
and air traffic control operations, these 
contributions hardly make up for the 
difference between contributions to the 
trust and payments made to the air-
ports. 

Air 21 would attempt to bring us 
closer to closing that gap. As my col-

leagues were probably aware, the bill 
would triple the airport improvement 
program entitlements to all airports, 
taking the minimum grant level from 
today’s level of 500,000 to 1.5 million. 

For South Dakota, this tripling 
would provide $1.5 million annually for 
the airports serving the cities of Aber-
deen, Pierre, and Watertown. For 
Rapid City and Sioux Falls, their enti-
tlements respectively rise from about 
$832,000 to an estimated $2.5 million for 
Rapid City and from about $1.3 million 
to an estimated $3.9 million for the 
city of Sioux Falls. 

Thankfully, Air 21 does not just stop 
at aiding the larger airports in South 
Dakota and across this Nation. The bill 
also includes a number of important 
provisions that would assist our gen-
eral aviation airports, those airports 
which serve rural areas and smaller 
communities. 

Perhaps the most significant con-
tribution the bill makes directly to our 
general aviation airports would come 
in the form of a new direct entitlement 
grant program for general aviation air-
ports. 

b 2115 

These grants would be in addition to 
the amounts provided for the States for 
distribution to various general avia-
tion airports. With increased access to 
air service, one can clearly see that 
economic activity would increase. 

It is no secret that one of the top fac-
tors businesses and companies consider 
is access to safe, reliable and affordable 
transportation. The bill proposes a 
number of important reforms that 
would help improve deficiency in com-
petition. Among other issues, I com-
mend the chairman for moving a pro-
posal forward that would improve ac-
cess to Chicago O’Hare International 
Airport. I firmly believe that today’s 
high density rule is outdated and acts 
only as an artificial barrier for com-
petition for areas of the nation, includ-
ing South Dakota. 

Fortunately, Air 21 would open ac-
cess to this airport potentially for cit-
ies like Sioux Falls that might be able 
to provide competitive options for its 
travelers and profitable routes for air 
carriers that might not be able to ac-
cess O’Hare today. 

Mr. Speaker, I recently organized a 
series of meetings with community 
leaders across South Dakota to discuss 
air service issues. While they are gen-
erally pleased with the level of service 
they have today, they also believe 
there is room for improvement. Air 21 
will bring needed improvement and see 
that the hard earned dollars of Amer-
ica’s taxpayers are used for the purpose 
for which they were intended. 

f 

THE SCOURGE OF ILLEGAL DRUGS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BRADY of Texas). Under the Speaker’s 
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