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In going through my belongings, I
found something that I regard as a
treasure. It is a textbook of American
history written in 1889, published in
1890 by the American Book Company of
Cincinnati. Mr. Speaker, what is com-
pelling about this work is that my
home State of Arizona literally does
not appear in the text of this history
until the next to last page. As one
takes that book and reads through it,
they cannot help but realize that over
a century has passed. Indeed, Mr.
Speaker, the book was written almost
a quarter century prior to the Arizona
territory becoming the 48th state. One
reads the words of that book and they
are acutely aware that they were writ-
ten before a President Roosevelt of ei-
ther major party, before what was
called the war to end all wars, World
War I, before a Great Depression, be-
fore World War II, before a space race,
before a so-called war on poverty, be-
fore men on the moon, before an Infor-
mation Age, before a nuclear age.

As one reads those words, one cannot
help but wonder what will those who
follow 100 years from now say of us?
Will they say that sadly in a cynical
age they succumbed to a cult of celeb-
rity and personality that led them to
owe their allegiance not to the Con-
stitution but to the opinion cycle of
the media; that they chose to focus on
a false prosperity and security that
was offered by economic indicators
while ignoring the clear and present
dangers that confronted them? Or will
they instead say that despite the rhet-
oric of revolution and reinvention,
Americans in the late 20th Century and
early 21st Century engaged in restora-
tion, to rally around their constitu-
tion, to take into account legitimate
political and philosophical differences
of people of goodwill but at the same
time responded, mindful of their con-
stitutional obligations, whether a cit-
izen or an elected official, to provide
for the common defense, to ensure our
liberties for ourselves and our pos-
terity?

Mr. Speaker, I pray that it is the lat-
ter that our descendants will remember
us by. For, I dare say, Mr. Speaker, if
we fail to follow that latter course of
action there may be no opportunity for
any reflection on the former.

So in the best spirit of what makes
us Americans, Mr. Speaker, let us
unite to deal clearly, calmly but ra-
tionally and rapidly to the threats that
confront us. Let us do so not out of
weakness, not out of embarrassment
but out of the most basic goals and
highest ideals that those who have
gone before have presented to us.

Mr. Speaker, it is in that spirit that
I come to the well of this House to-
night with entreaties to the Almighty
to continue to bless this constitutional
republic and those so fortunate to live
in it.
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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 10:58 p.m.), the House
stood in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SESSIONS) at 12 o’clock
and 49 minutes a.m.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1501, CONSEQUENCES FOR
JUVENILE OFFENDERS ACT OF
1999; AND REPORT ON RESOLU-
TION PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 2122, MANDATORY
GUN SHOW BACKGROUND CHECK
ACT OF 1999

Mr. DREIER, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 106-186) on the resolution (H.
Res. 209) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1501) to provide grants to
ensure increased accountability for ju-
venile offenders, and for consideration
of the bill (H.R. 2122) to require back-
ground checks at gun shows, and for
other purposes, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 659, THE PATRIOT ACT

Mr. DREIER, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 106-187) on the resolution (H.
Res. 210) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 659) to authorize appro-
priations for the protection of Paoli
and Brandywine Battlefields in Penn-
sylvania, to direct the National Park
Service to conduct a special resource
study of Paoli and Brandywine Battle-
fields, to authorize the Valley Forge
Museum of the American Revolution at
Valley Forge National Historical Park,
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

————

THANKS TO STAFF

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I first
would like to express my appreciation
on behalf of the Committee on Rules to
all the staff here, and to express my ap-
preciation to the staff of the Com-
mittee on Rules for the long hours that
they have put in. I would also like to
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say that in 9 hours we will be begin-
ning a very interesting and rigorous
debate on the issues that the reading
clerk has just provided for us.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. GREEN of Texas) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. CLAYTON, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. ETHERIDGE, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. FOSSELLA) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. GEKAS, for 5 minutes, on June 22.

Mr. BILIRAKIS, for 5 minutes, on June
22.

Mr. FOSSELLA, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PAUL, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CoLLINS, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. THUNE, for 5 minutes, today.

———
BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT
Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee
on House Administration, reported

that that committee did on the fol-
lowing date present to the President,
for his approval, a bill of the House of
the following title:
On June 14, 1999:
H.R. 435. To make miscellaneous and tech-
nical changes to various trade laws, and for
other purposes.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 50 minutes
a.m.), the House adjourned until today
Wednesday, June 16, 1999, at 10 a.m.

—————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

2603. A letter from the Administrator, For-
eign Agricultural Service, Department of
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule—Programs to Help Develop For-
eign Markets for Agricultural Commodities
(Foreign Market Development Cooperator
Program) (RIN: 05651-AA26) received June 14,
1999, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Agriculture.

2604. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulatory Management and Information,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule—Regulation of
Fuel and Fuel Additives: Modification of
Compliance Baseline [AMS-FRL 6354-5]
(RIN: 2060-AI29) received June 3, 1999, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Commerce.
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