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helpings of southern hospitality. Anyone who
has ever attended one of these barbecues
knows firsthand the affection Blackman resi-
dents show their community and fellow man. |
hope the next 50 Blackman Barbecues are as
rewarding and successful as the first 50.

| congratulate each and every resident in
the Blackman community for an event steeped
in sincere respect for wholesome family values
and traditions. And although there are many
Blackman residents responsible for the suc-
cess and longevity of the barbecue, the fol-
lowing have contributed and are still contrib-
uting immensely to the popular fund-raiser:
D.H. McDonald and his wife, Frances; Donald
McDonald; Lorrain Hunt; Mildred Hays; Kathy
Wright; Elizabeth Smith; and John L. Batey.

———

HONORING TEMPLE KOL AMI ON
ITS 25TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. PETER DEUTSCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Temple Kol Ami in Plantation, Flor-
ida, on the occasion of its 25th Anniversary. It
is a pleasure for me to have the opportunity to
celebrate the congregation’s longstanding
commitment and outstanding service to the
Broward County community.

For the past quarter century, Plantation has
witnessed the steady growth of Temple Kol
Ami within the Jewish community. From its
humble start of just a few members in 1975,
the Temple has flourished into a congregation
of over eleven hundred families. With this dra-
matic growth of its membership, Temple Kol
Ami responded to the demand for new space
with various additions over the years including
a new sanctuary and the recent dedication of
the Elizabeth Shoshanna Harr Education Cen-
ter. This extensive expansion of the organiza-
tion is a testament to the Temple’s strong
community involvement and outreach efforts.

Over the course of the past 25 years, Tem-
ple Kol Ami has consistently maintained sharp
focus on the needs of the congregation.
Throughout these years of amazing develop-
ment, the Temple has continued to serve its
members and community while upholding the
customs of Jewish life within the traditions of
Reform Judaism. While upholding a tradition
of excellence in spirituality, the Temple has
also made the teaching of Judaism a top pri-
ority through the establishment of an Early
Childhood Program, a Religious School, Adult
Education Programs, and a Day School.

Mr. Speaker, Temple Kol Ami has spent the
last twenty five years demonstrating its strong
commitment to the spiritual well-being and
Jewish education of its congregation while
maintaining an excellent standard of commu-
nity involvement. | am extremely proud to cel-
ebrate this anniversary with the members of
Temple Kol Ami, for their devotion to the Jew-
ish faith and contributions to the surrounding
community are truly evident during this glo-
rious time of reflection upon their 25 years of
success.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS
RENEWAL WEEK

HON. RON PACKARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, this week is
“Renewal Week” and | would like to express
my strong support for the efforts of the Re-
newal Alliance. The Renewal Alliance is a bi-
cameral group of Republican Senators and
Representatives dedicated to civic and legisla-
tive efforts to reduce poverty in America.

This week, my colleagues on the Renewal
Alliance and | will highlight the important role
of institutions such as the family, neighbor-
hoods, schools, houses of worship, and chari-
table organizations. The concept behind this is
to strengthen communities and serve the poor-
est among us. In other words, it's a matter of
neighbors helping neighbors.

| am personally concerned about the contin-
ued moral decline in our nation. We need to
get back to the basics. This can be done by
emphasizing values and personal responsi-
bility over hands-outs, which will instill dili-
gence, self-help, and accountability to our so-
ciety. These are the qualities that make good
workers and prosperous Americans.

Mr. Speaker, we can accomplish so much
more when we work together and build part-
nerships between citizens and community-
based organizations. | applaud my fellow
members of the Renewal Alliance for their
selfless dedication to their communities and |
encourage those who are not members of the
Renewal Alliance to get involved and make a
difference.

————

INTRODUCTION OF FRAUD AND
REIMBURSEMENT REFORM PRO-
VISIONS TO FUND FULLY THE
MEDICARE EARLY ACCESS ACT
OF 1999

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, today, a number
of House members are introducing the Medi-
care Early Access Act of 1999 to help people
between 55 and 65 years of age obtain afford-
able health insurance.

The proposal is almost fully funded over
time through a requirement that beneficiaries
pay for their own coverage. But there is an ini-
tial start-up cost to the program, and a tem-
porary subsidy is necessary to mitigate “ad-
verse selection” costs attributable to the fact
that sicker-than-average individuals who are
desperate for health insurance may sign up in
disproportionate numbers for the program.

To ensure that Medicare’s trust funds are
not hurt by this new program, | am introducing
a package of anti-fraud and administrative im-
provement provisions that will raise more than
enough money to fund the start-up of the
Medicare Early Access Act. These provisions
are changes that we ought to be making any-
way to strengthen the program, and | am
pleased that they fund this important new ex-
pansion of health insurance.
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Over the long run, enactment of these provi-
sions will help reduce Medicare’s long-term fi-
nancial problems.

Below is a brief description of the provi-
sions. The bill will:

Pay for covered Medicare drugs on the
basis of actual acquisition cost instead of the
artificially high level of average wholesale
price minus 5%, which was established by the
Balanced Budget Act of 1997;

Lower Medicare payments for Epogen from
$10 to $9 per 1,000 units. Epogen is now
Medicare’s most expensive drug, and tax-
payers pay more than 80% of the cost;

Reform Medicare’s partial hospitalization
benefit. In a recent audit, the HHS Inspector
General found Medicare payments for partial
hospitalization services had a 90% error rate;

Improve the accuracy of Medicare’s sec-
ondary payer provisions to require health
plans and employers to provide insurance
data on covered enrollees;

Allow Medicare to get a volume discount by
contracting with HHS-designated “Centers of
Excellence” for complex operations at hos-
pitals that have better-than-average outcomes.

TRIBUTE TO ALHAMBRA, ILLINOIS

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to join the community of
Alhambra, lllinois in celebrating its 150th birth-
day. A celebration of the sesquicentennial is
being held June 18 through 20.

The history of the community will come to
life with the festivities. Co-chairpersons Deb
Reckman and Joe Dauderman invite the pub-
lic to join in on the weekend of activities to
celebrate the long, colorful history of the town.

| commend the citizens of Alhambra for
celebrating their rich history and ancestor her-
itage during this celebration. It is important to
remember pioneer families such as those of
James Farris, Robert Aldrich, William Hoxsey
and Wiliam Pitman whom first rode across llli-
nois to settle along Silver Creek. These festivi-
ties will help the citizens of today gain a great-
er understanding and respect for their city’s
past.

The Alhambra banners say “Moving For-
ward Into the Next Century.” | as well as com-
munity of Alhambra are looking forward to that
to seeing Alhambra continue on its path into
the next century and wish them the best of
luck in achieving great things.

—————

STATEMENT OF INTRODUCTION OF
THE PUBLIC RESOURCES DEBT
REDUCTION ACT

HON. GEORGE MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 15, 1999
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.

Speaker, Today | am introducing the Public
Resources Debt Reduction Act to eliminate
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