June 15, 1999

Rollcall No. 194:

Rollcall No. 195:

Rollcall No. 196:

Rollcall No. 197:

Rollcall No. 198:

Rollcall No. 199:

Rollcall No. 200:

Rollcall No. 201: No.

Rollcall No. 202: Nay.

Rollcall No. 203: Yea.

Further, due to the cancellation of my flight,
| was unavoidably detained away from the
Capitol yesterday, June 14. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on rollcall
No. 204.

Yea.
Aye.
Aye.
Aye.
Aye.
Aye.
No.

———————

TAIWANESE AMERICAN HERITAGE
WEEK

HON. DAVID WU

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to Taiwanese-Americans across the
country. After 50 years of a strong and mutu-
ally beneficial U.S.-Taiwan relationship, the
Taiwanese-American community continues to
be the bedrock of that relationship.

There are more than one-half million Tai-
wanese-Americans across the United States.
From science and education, to politics, Tai-
wanese-Americans have made profound con-
tributions to the strength and diversity of this
great nation.

This year also marks the 20th Anniversary
of the Taiwan Relations Act, which links the
United States and Taiwan in friendship and
cooperation. Since 1987, the Taiwanese peo-
ple have possessed the right to select their
own leaders, practice their religions, and
speak freely. Taiwan is vibrant and demo-
cratic. The people of Taiwan and the United
States share a bond in their adherence to the
principles of freedom, democracy, and human
rights. That bond is made stronger each day
by the Taiwanese-American community here
in the United States.

Today, as the first U.S. Congressman born
in Taiwan, | am proud to pay tribute to the

contribution and commitment Taiwanese-
Americans have made to the United States.
———

RESTORE THE TRUST WITH AMER-
ICA’S AVIATION PASSENGERS

HON. DOUG BEREUTER

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
would like to commend to his colleagues the
following editorial from the June 8, 1999, Nor-
folk (Nebraska) Daily News. The editorial ex-
presses support for the AIR 21 legislation and
emphasizes the need to preserve the Aviation
Trust Fund for its intended purposes.

[From the Norfolk (Nebraska) Daily News,

June 8, 1999]

AIR TRUST FUNDS NEED PROTECTION—AVIA-
TION INVESTMENT ACT WOULD PRESERVE
SANCTITY OF TAXES PAID BY PASSENGERS
Battles have been waged at the state and

federal levels over whether gasoline tax re-

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

ceipts going into highway trust funds should
be preserved exclusively for road construc-
tion and maintenance work. Some politi-
cians would prefer that the funds be avail-
able, when necessary, to pay for other needed
projects.

The sanctity of the highway trust funds
has always been promoted in this space.
Now, the same must be true for the federal
aviation trust fund.

Although they may not realize it, every
time a person buys a plane ticket, he also
pays a tax. The money received goes into the
federal aviation trust fund, which is a pot of
money earmarked to fix airports, runways
and other essential parts of aviation infra-
structure.

This year, according to the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce, the trust fund is expected to
collect about $11 billion. Left untouched, it
would increase to about $63 billion in a few
years.

But there are those who don’t want to
leave it untouched. That’s why the Aviation
Investment and Reform Act for the 21st Cen-
tury has been introduced and likely will be
voted on in Congress sometime in the next
few weeks. If passed and signed into law, it
would preserve the trust fund for aviation in-
frastructure purposes only. No diverting of
funds would be allowed.

The U.S. Chamber is right when it says
that passage of the act is not only the fair
thing to do, but also the right thing to do.

It’s fair because it would be a breach of
faith to use those airline tax funds for other
purposes. It’s right because aviation infra-
structure in the United States is deterio-
rating because of high usage. Neglecting to
meet the current and future needs of the
aviation system will only result in increased
airline delays and compromised safety.

Domestic air travel has grown by 27 per-
cent to 6565 million passengers annually in
the past five years. Within the next 10 years,
the number of passengers served is expected
to surpass 1 billion annually. The nation’s
runways will require rehabilitation to keep
up with that demand. There also is a need to
improve air traffic control systems.

Congress should do the right and fair thing
and pass the Aviation Investment and Re-
form Act for the 21st Century. Leave those
aviation trust funds alone.

————

TRIBUTE TO ERNESTO MUNOZ

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Ernesto Munoz, an outstanding indi-
vidual who has dedicated his life to public
service and education. His memory was hon-
ored on June 11 during the dedication of the
Ernesto Munoz Auditorium at PS 48.

Born on November 25, 1943, in Bayamon,
Puerto Rico, to Rosario Munoz and Susana
Garcia, Ernesto was one of five girls and two
boys. He moved to the Bronx in 1953.

Ernesto attended New York City Public
Schools, graduating from P.S. 123 as Valedic-
torian and Samuel Gompers High School for
Technical Studies as a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society. He received a scholar-
ship to Baruch College of the City University
of New York. He is also a graduate of Bronx
Community College. Ernesto was a Licensed
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Real Estate broker and Vice President for
Milchman Enterprises Company, Inc. in the
Bronx.

Mr. Speaker, Ernesto was very active in the
Hunts Point community in my congressional
district. From 1980 to the time of his passing,
he was President of the Spofford Avenue
Housing Development Fund Corporation and
Chairman of the Board of Lapeninsula Com-
munity Organization, Inc. He was also a mem-
ber of the Hunts Point Task Force from 1990
to 1992 and the Bronx Borough President’s
Citizen Advisory Committee on Resource Re-
covery from 1990 to 1991. In addition, he was
a very active member of Community School
Board District 8. He was a Board Member
from 1989 until 1996; during this time, he
served as President (1991-92), Vice President
(1992-93) and Treasurer (1989-91).

Ernesto married Ramona Santiago on June
6, 1964 at St. John’s Church in the Bronx and
made their home in the Hunts Point section of
the Bronx. They had four children, Eric, Re-
becca, Beatriz and Wedalis, and six grand-
children, Michael, Cynthia, Marissa, Carlos,
Jr., Christian and David, Jr.

Ernesto inspired me and many other young
people from the Bronx. He had a remarkable
passion for life, tenacity to accomplish what he
set out to do, great courage and sensitivity.
He passed away unexpectedly on September
10, 1998. His untimely passing has left a void
not only in his family and community, but by
all those whose lives he has touched.

Mr. Speaker, on June 11, PS 48 honored
his memory during the dedication of the
Ernesto Munoz auditorium. What a fitting trib-
ute.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to Ernesto Munoz and in
wishing PS 48 continued success.

————————

EVELYN ABELSON: POINT OF
LIGHT

HON. MAJOR R. OWENS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate an extraordinary community activist,
social worker, safety net administrator and
public policy strategist. From micro issues in-
volving school practices, neighborhood prior-
ities, and area action plans to macro policy
concerns and visions for improvements in City,
State and Federal benefits programs, she has
accumulated an inspiring record of achieve-
ments. On the occasion of her retirement | am
honored to salute Evelyn Abelson as a Point-
of-Light for our community and for all Ameri-
cans.

A native of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Ms.
Abelson came to Brooklyn with impressive
training as a Social Worker and significant po-
litical experience. Her compassion for the poor
and the powerless is great; and her passion
for organizing people for their own empower-
ment is equally remarkable.

Always the professional competence of Eve-
lyn Abelson is thoroughly blended with her
personal dedication and integrity. As Director
of a Mental Health Program in Brownsville, a
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