June 15, 1999

Rollcall No. 194:

Rollcall No. 195:

Rollcall No. 196:

Rollcall No. 197:

Rollcall No. 198:

Rollcall No. 199:

Rollcall No. 200:

Rollcall No. 201: No.

Rollcall No. 202: Nay.

Rollcall No. 203: Yea.

Further, due to the cancellation of my flight,
| was unavoidably detained away from the
Capitol yesterday, June 14. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on rollcall
No. 204.

Yea.
Aye.
Aye.
Aye.
Aye.
Aye.
No.

———————

TAIWANESE AMERICAN HERITAGE
WEEK

HON. DAVID WU

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to Taiwanese-Americans across the
country. After 50 years of a strong and mutu-
ally beneficial U.S.-Taiwan relationship, the
Taiwanese-American community continues to
be the bedrock of that relationship.

There are more than one-half million Tai-
wanese-Americans across the United States.
From science and education, to politics, Tai-
wanese-Americans have made profound con-
tributions to the strength and diversity of this
great nation.

This year also marks the 20th Anniversary
of the Taiwan Relations Act, which links the
United States and Taiwan in friendship and
cooperation. Since 1987, the Taiwanese peo-
ple have possessed the right to select their
own leaders, practice their religions, and
speak freely. Taiwan is vibrant and demo-
cratic. The people of Taiwan and the United
States share a bond in their adherence to the
principles of freedom, democracy, and human
rights. That bond is made stronger each day
by the Taiwanese-American community here
in the United States.

Today, as the first U.S. Congressman born
in Taiwan, | am proud to pay tribute to the

contribution and commitment Taiwanese-
Americans have made to the United States.
———

RESTORE THE TRUST WITH AMER-
ICA’S AVIATION PASSENGERS

HON. DOUG BEREUTER

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
would like to commend to his colleagues the
following editorial from the June 8, 1999, Nor-
folk (Nebraska) Daily News. The editorial ex-
presses support for the AIR 21 legislation and
emphasizes the need to preserve the Aviation
Trust Fund for its intended purposes.

[From the Norfolk (Nebraska) Daily News,

June 8, 1999]

AIR TRUST FUNDS NEED PROTECTION—AVIA-
TION INVESTMENT ACT WOULD PRESERVE
SANCTITY OF TAXES PAID BY PASSENGERS
Battles have been waged at the state and

federal levels over whether gasoline tax re-
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ceipts going into highway trust funds should
be preserved exclusively for road construc-
tion and maintenance work. Some politi-
cians would prefer that the funds be avail-
able, when necessary, to pay for other needed
projects.

The sanctity of the highway trust funds
has always been promoted in this space.
Now, the same must be true for the federal
aviation trust fund.

Although they may not realize it, every
time a person buys a plane ticket, he also
pays a tax. The money received goes into the
federal aviation trust fund, which is a pot of
money earmarked to fix airports, runways
and other essential parts of aviation infra-
structure.

This year, according to the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce, the trust fund is expected to
collect about $11 billion. Left untouched, it
would increase to about $63 billion in a few
years.

But there are those who don’t want to
leave it untouched. That’s why the Aviation
Investment and Reform Act for the 21st Cen-
tury has been introduced and likely will be
voted on in Congress sometime in the next
few weeks. If passed and signed into law, it
would preserve the trust fund for aviation in-
frastructure purposes only. No diverting of
funds would be allowed.

The U.S. Chamber is right when it says
that passage of the act is not only the fair
thing to do, but also the right thing to do.

It’s fair because it would be a breach of
faith to use those airline tax funds for other
purposes. It’s right because aviation infra-
structure in the United States is deterio-
rating because of high usage. Neglecting to
meet the current and future needs of the
aviation system will only result in increased
airline delays and compromised safety.

Domestic air travel has grown by 27 per-
cent to 6565 million passengers annually in
the past five years. Within the next 10 years,
the number of passengers served is expected
to surpass 1 billion annually. The nation’s
runways will require rehabilitation to keep
up with that demand. There also is a need to
improve air traffic control systems.

Congress should do the right and fair thing
and pass the Aviation Investment and Re-
form Act for the 21st Century. Leave those
aviation trust funds alone.

————

TRIBUTE TO ERNESTO MUNOZ

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Ernesto Munoz, an outstanding indi-
vidual who has dedicated his life to public
service and education. His memory was hon-
ored on June 11 during the dedication of the
Ernesto Munoz Auditorium at PS 48.

Born on November 25, 1943, in Bayamon,
Puerto Rico, to Rosario Munoz and Susana
Garcia, Ernesto was one of five girls and two
boys. He moved to the Bronx in 1953.

Ernesto attended New York City Public
Schools, graduating from P.S. 123 as Valedic-
torian and Samuel Gompers High School for
Technical Studies as a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society. He received a scholar-
ship to Baruch College of the City University
of New York. He is also a graduate of Bronx
Community College. Ernesto was a Licensed
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Real Estate broker and Vice President for
Milchman Enterprises Company, Inc. in the
Bronx.

Mr. Speaker, Ernesto was very active in the
Hunts Point community in my congressional
district. From 1980 to the time of his passing,
he was President of the Spofford Avenue
Housing Development Fund Corporation and
Chairman of the Board of Lapeninsula Com-
munity Organization, Inc. He was also a mem-
ber of the Hunts Point Task Force from 1990
to 1992 and the Bronx Borough President’s
Citizen Advisory Committee on Resource Re-
covery from 1990 to 1991. In addition, he was
a very active member of Community School
Board District 8. He was a Board Member
from 1989 until 1996; during this time, he
served as President (1991-92), Vice President
(1992-93) and Treasurer (1989-91).

Ernesto married Ramona Santiago on June
6, 1964 at St. John’s Church in the Bronx and
made their home in the Hunts Point section of
the Bronx. They had four children, Eric, Re-
becca, Beatriz and Wedalis, and six grand-
children, Michael, Cynthia, Marissa, Carlos,
Jr., Christian and David, Jr.

Ernesto inspired me and many other young
people from the Bronx. He had a remarkable
passion for life, tenacity to accomplish what he
set out to do, great courage and sensitivity.
He passed away unexpectedly on September
10, 1998. His untimely passing has left a void
not only in his family and community, but by
all those whose lives he has touched.

Mr. Speaker, on June 11, PS 48 honored
his memory during the dedication of the
Ernesto Munoz auditorium. What a fitting trib-
ute.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to Ernesto Munoz and in
wishing PS 48 continued success.

————————

EVELYN ABELSON: POINT OF
LIGHT

HON. MAJOR R. OWENS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate an extraordinary community activist,
social worker, safety net administrator and
public policy strategist. From micro issues in-
volving school practices, neighborhood prior-
ities, and area action plans to macro policy
concerns and visions for improvements in City,
State and Federal benefits programs, she has
accumulated an inspiring record of achieve-
ments. On the occasion of her retirement | am
honored to salute Evelyn Abelson as a Point-
of-Light for our community and for all Ameri-
cans.

A native of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Ms.
Abelson came to Brooklyn with impressive
training as a Social Worker and significant po-
litical experience. Her compassion for the poor
and the powerless is great; and her passion
for organizing people for their own empower-
ment is equally remarkable.

Always the professional competence of Eve-
lyn Abelson is thoroughly blended with her
personal dedication and integrity. As Director
of a Mental Health Program in Brownsville, a
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community composed primarily of low-income
housing developments, she changed the lives
of many individuals; however, her work with
families and groups had a widespread and
lasting impact on the entire community. The
Abelson lectures on family relationships at-
tracted a large grassroots audience.

Through her work with individuals and the
general community Ms. Abelson established a
base of trust which made her a very influential
and productive force in the embryonic Browns-
ville anti-poverty program. Evelyn convened
the Brownsville Professional Group composed
of a cross-section of professionals who
worked in the community. The blue-print for
the Brownsville Community Action Plan was
launched when this group convened a body of
local leaders who formed the Brownsville
Community Council.

Mr. Speaker, as a local Branch Librarian of
the Brooklyn Public Library and later as a Li-
brary Community Coordinator, | worked with
Ms. Abelson to develop the Brownsville Total
Action Plan which began with the election of
a Board of Directors for the Brownsville Com-
munity Council. For that first election and for
many others Ms. Abelson was a one woman
Election Commission whose results were
never challenged.

Ms. Abelson later established a Community
Mental Health Clinic in Brownsville. While her
professional work expanded and provided
greater support for many more families, she
continued in her role as a guiding community
activist and policy advisor. In my changing ca-
reers from Library Community Coordinator, to
Brownsville Community Council Executive Di-
rector, to Commissioner of the New York City
Community Action Program to New York State
Senator and finally to the United States Con-
gress | have steadfastly relied on Evelyn
Abelson’s unique ability to maintain one open
ear for the voice of the people on the bottom
while the other ear listened and interpreted the
sweep of local, national and international de-
velopments.

For this rare mixture of personal warmth,
abiding compassion and generosity, as well as
a penetrating mind anchored by experience
and wisdom, it is appropriate that we honor
Evelyn Abelson as a great American Point-of-
Light.

————

IKE SKELTON: A MAN OF VISION,
A MAN OF COMPASSION, A MAN
OF THE WORLD

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, | was
honored recently to have our friend and col-
league, IKE SKELTON, visit my district in Cali-
fornia. This gentleman, the Ranking Democrat
on the House Armed Services Committee, is
known to all of us as a man of intensity but
earnestness, a man of determination but flexi-
bility, a man of integrity above all else.

Congressman SKELTON was visiting the
Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, the
Navy’s premier school for advanced technical,
engineering, and strategic education. He was
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there to address the student body of the chal-
lenges they face as military leaders in an in-
creasingly complex geopolitical world commu-
nity. While at the school, he was presented
with an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Military
Sciences.

| was so impressed with the lecture Mr.
SKELTON presented and the citation by the
NPS Provost, Richard Elster, of Mr. SKELTON’S
achievements, | feel compelled to share them
with this body. | urge everyone to take the
time to read these remarks and consider their
meaning, especially as we struggle here with
foreign affairs and military and defense ques-
tions in a troubled world.

REMARKS ACCOMPANYING AWARD OF DEGREE
OF DOCTOR OF MILITARY SCIENCES TO THE
HONORABLE IKE SKELTON

(Made by NPS Provost, Richard Elster)

Under the authority vested by law and
with the concurrence of the Secretary of the
Navy and the Chief of Naval Operations, the
Naval Postgraduate School is pleased to
award the Degree of Doctor of Military
Sciences to the Honorable Ike Skelton, Rep-
resentative of the Fourth District of the
State of Missouri to the Congress of the
United States.

Representative Skelton understands the
relationship between the nation’s security
and the maintenance of strong, robust armed
forces. He has consistently, and effectively,
used every means at his disposal to ensure
that the national security policy of the
United States recognizes the preeminent role
of the armed forces and that the Congress
provides resources to the Department of De-
fense and the military departments accord-
ingly.

Representative Skelton’s regard for the
military extends far beyond national secu-
rity imperatives to genuine, heart-felt con-
cern for the well being of every man and
woman in uniform. He understands the fun-
damental relationship between maintaining
the most powerful Armed Forces the world
has ever known and the education, training,
talent, and morale of the individuals who
comprise those forces. As Chairman of the
Military Personnel and Forces Sub-
committee of the House Armed Services
Committee, he systematically advanced ini-
tiatives to improve the quality of life and op-
portunities of military personnel. He sup-
ported military pay increases and sought to
secure acceptance of the principle that mili-
tary compensation should be comparable to
that of the private sector. He oversaw im-
provements in military health care and at-
tempted to secure a uniform benefit for all
eligible personnel, both active duty and re-
tired. In addition, he offered the amendment
that repealed the combat exclusion for
women on Navy ships.

Representative Skelton has also dem-
onstrated that a true friend of the armed
forces will recognize problems and insist
that they be corrected even in the face of
strong objections from the civilian and mili-
tary leadership of the Department of De-
fense. In the early 1980s, he became con-
vinced that the structure of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff and combatant commands was fun-
damentally flawed. He was one of a handful
of legislators who drafted the Goldwater-
Nichols Department of Defense Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1986. Consequently, history will
record that he was instrumental in framing
one of the three most significant laws relat-
ing to national security since the American
Revolution.

As chairman of the Panel on Military Edu-
cation, Representative Skelton contributed
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immeasurably to improvements in profes-
sional military education. His panel found
that the officer corps needs more military
strategists and that every officer should un-
derstand strategy. An avid student of his-
tory, Representative Skelton insisted that
staff and war colleges strengthen and expand
the study of military history and other sub-
jects related to the development of strategic
thinking. Under his leadership, the Panel
also effected curriculum changes that great-
ly enhanced joint military education and
raised the academic standards of the schools.

Representative Skelton continues to exer-
cise great influence over the direction of
military education. He has recognized the
compelling need for the officer corps to be
capable of meeting the challenges resulting
from the myriad technological changes that
are altering the way wars will be fought in
the future. In early 1998, he called upon the
Naval Postgraduate School to develop a new
paradigm for professional military edu-
cation, one that would integrate technical
and traditional subjects into a single coher-
ent professional military education course of
studies.

Representative Skelton has made other
significant contributions to national secu-
rity too numerous to detail. Years before the
current crisis, he urged that additional at-
tention and resources be devoted to recruit-
ing. He has consistently advocated better
utilization of the reserve components. He has
advanced original proposals for modifying
the force structure of the services to meet
the challenges of the post-Cold War period.

In summary, Representative Skelton has
made seminal contributions to military af-
fairs in the latter quarter of the Twentieth
Century. He epitomizes the ideal linkage
that should exist between Americans and
their Armed Forces in a democratic republic
animated by a strong tradition of civilian
control of the military.

It is an honor to award an honorary doc-
torate to an American of such singular dis-
tinction. Congratulations Mr. Skelton.

REMARKS OF REP. IKE SKELTON, NAVAL POST-
GRADUATE SCHOOL, APRIL 19, 1999, MON-
TEREY, CALIFORNIA

Today, I want to talk to you about the role
of Congress in carrying out its Constitu-
tional mandate with respect to the armed
forces. Many people do not know that the
Constitution—in Article I, Section 8—gives
Congress the power ‘“To raise and support ar-
mies, ...” and ‘“To provide and maintain a
navy,”. Fewer still know that Article I, Sec-
tion 8, further gives Congress the power ‘“To
make rules for the government and regula-
tion of the land and naval forces;”. Article II
of the Constitution designates the President
as ‘‘commander in chief of the army and
navy ..., but no specific authority is grant-
ed. Many in the Department of Defense, both
military and civilian, are often uncomfort-
able with what they regard as ‘Congres-
sional interference’ in national security af-
fairs. But the system works—the Constitu-
tion make Congress the link between the
American people and the military whose
mission it is to protect them. And, thus, it
helps ensure that there is public support for
the military.

Let me give you the history of two areas,
which will show you the system working at
its best—The Goldwater-Nichols Department
of Defense Reorganization Act of 1986, and
Professional Military Education, commonly
known as PME. These two areas are of pro-
fessional interest to you, and as some of you
may know, I was directly involved in Con-
gressional efforts in both of these areas.
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