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EC-3744. A communication from the Presi-
dent, American Academy of Arts and Let-
ters, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
of activities during calendar year 1998; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-3745. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to a program to combat drowsy
driving; to the Committee on Appropria-
tions.

EC-3746. A communication from the Chair,
Medicare Payment Advisory Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled “Selected Medicare Issues’, dated June
1999; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3747. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant
to law, a report entitled ‘‘National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration Chesa-
peake Bay Office Activities’’, dated April
1999; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-3748. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Department of Commerce,
transmitting, a draft of proposed legislation
entitled ‘‘National Marine Sanctuaries Pres-
ervation Act of 1999’°; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-3749. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to
civil aviation security in calendar year 1997;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

———

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred and ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-187. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Nevada relative
to the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION NoO. 15

Whereas, On May 19, 1998, testimony was
presented to members of the United States
Senate Committee on Labor and Human Re-
sources by the Honorable Marilyn R. Gold-
water, Deputy Majority Whip in the Mary-
land House of Delegates, urging members of
Congress to strengthen requirements for the
appeals processes for plans covered by the
Employee Retirement Income Security Act
of 1974 (ERISA); and

Whereas, In her presentation, Ms. Gold-
water noted that it is important to have
strong, effective and responsive internal
grievance and appeal mechanisms in place;
and

Whereas, Every state requires managed
care entities to have an internal appeals
process in place; and

Whereas, If it is determined that a federal
external appeals process is appropriate, it
should be administered by the Federal Gov-
ernment according to rules established by
federal law, with states managing those
plans under their regulatory authority; and

Whereas, Several states have enacted legis-
lation to revise and refine both the internal
and external appeals processes; and

Whereas, In Maryland, legislation was en-
acted to strengthen the state’s internal
grievance and appeals processes, establish an
external appeal mechanism and provide addi-
tional regulatory authority to the state’s in-
surance commissioner over medical directors
in health maintenance organizations; and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE

Whereas, In Florida, the nation’s first ex-
ternal review process was created in 1985,
and Florida continues to fine tune its proc-
ess by utilizing a panel of six state employ-
ees for the external review process, with ex-
plicit time frames from ‘‘extreme emer-
gency’’ cases to ‘‘nonurgent’ cases; and

Whereas, New Jersey enacted legislation in
1997 that requires health maintenance orga-
nizations to establish an external appeal
process and now operates a consumer hot
line for consumer questions and complaints;
and

Whereas, Texas enacted landmark legisla-
tion in 1998 that permits managed care en-
rollees to sue their health plans for mal-
practice in cases where they have been
harmed by a plan’s decision to delay or deny
treatment; and

Whereas, According to ‘“The Best From the
States II: The Text of Key State HMO Con-
sumer Protection Provisions” by Families
USA Foundation (October 1998), key con-
sumer protection provisions include the es-
tablishment of explicit time frames for ap-
peal of decisions, implementation of methods
for expediting the review of emergency and
urgent care situations, acceptance of oral ap-
peals and adoption of laws that require re-
viewers to be health care providers with ex-
pertise in the clinical area being reviewed
and that prohibits reviewers from partici-
pating in the review of cases in which they
were involved in the original decisions; and

Whereas, On February 9, 1999, in a letter to
the editor of the Las Vegas Sun, Marie
Soldo, immediate past Chairman of the Ne-
vada Association of Health Plans, wrote
that, because the state has limited jurisdic-
tion regarding the regulation of health in-
surance plans, more than two-thirds of Ne-
vadans, including state and federal employ-
ees, Medicare and Medicaid enrollees and
others whose employers are self-insured, are
not affected by state legislative action such
as mandated benefits, improved grievance
and appeals processes and the proposed om-
budsman office; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Assembly and Senate of the
State of Nevada, Jointly, That the Nevada
Legislature hereby urges Congress to take
steps to ensure that those plans which are
exempt from state regulation provide ade-
quate protection provisions for persons cov-
ered by such health plans; and be it further

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the As-
sembly prepare and transmit a copy of this
resolution to the Vice President of the
United States as the presiding officer of the
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives and each member of the Nevada
Congressional Delegation; and be it further

Resolved, That this resolution becomes ef-
fective upon passage and approval.

POM-188. A petition from a citizen of the
State of Florida relative to tobacco; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

POM-189. A petition from a citizen of the
State of Florida relative to federal income
tax laws; to the Committee on Finance.

POM-190. A petition from a citizen of the
State of Florida relative to Social Security
and Medicare laws; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

POM-191. A petition from a citizen of the
State of Florida relative to water sources; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

POM-192. A petition from a citizen of the
State of Florida relative to court reform; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

POM-193. A petition from a citizen of the
State of Florida relative to campaign financ-
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ing reform; to the Committee on Rules and
Administration.

POM-194. A petition from a citizen of the
State of Florida relative to paper money; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

POM-195. A resolution adopted by the
Board of Directors, Puerto Rico Bar Associa-
tion relative to navy war practices at the is-
land of Vieques; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

POM-196. A petition from a citizen of the
State of Indiana relative to highway safety
and the trucking industry; to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. McCAIN, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
with amendments:

S. 342. A bill to authorize appropriations
for the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration for fiscal years 2000, 2001, and
2002, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 106—
7).

By Mr. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:

S. 607. A bill to reauthorize and amend the
National Geologic Mapping Act of 1992 (Rept.
No. 106-78).

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Ms. SNOWE:

S. 1224. A bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to en-
courage students, including young women, to
pursue demanding careers and higher edu-
cation degrees in mathematics, science, en-
gineering and technology; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
GREGG, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. BURNS, Mr.
KERREY, Mr. HAGEL, and Mr. HUTCH-
INSON):

S. 1225. A bill to provide for a rural edu-
cation initiative, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. MACK:

S. 1226. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide that interest on
indebtedness used to finance the furnishing
or sale of rate-regulated electric energy or
natural gas in the United States shall be al-
located solely to sources within the United
States; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CHAFEE (for himself, Mr.
MCCAIN, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. MACK, Mr.
MOYNIHAN, and Mr. JEFFORDS):

S. 1227. A bill to amend title IV of the Per-
sonal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996 to provide States
with the option to allow legal immigrant
pregnant women and children to be eligible
for medical assistance under the medical
program, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. MCcCAIN (for himself, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mr. LoTT, and Mr.
CONRAD):

S. 1228. A bill to provide for the develop-
ment, use, and enforcement of a system for
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