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investigating my case? What did they glean
from the countless hours I and my friends
and family spent pouring out our hearts to
them? I don’t know. I'm not allowed to
know. Investigators made a report of more
than 284 pages—and classified it. They cited
a need to protect ‘‘sources and methods’—
and MY privacy. How thoughtful of them. In-
vestigators assured me that this report
would be kept so secret that it would be seen
only by the Attorney General, the Deputy
Attorney General and the official in charge
of the investigation. Four copies of this re-
port exist, they told me, and they are under
lock and key.

I have since learned that the classified re-
port was made available to few privileged
people, including former ambassador Thomas
Stroock, who is not even associated any
longer with the U.S. Government. This is
how the DOJ protected my privacy.

The investigation has not helped me one
iota and has not helped the American people.
The report is about the event that shattered
my life, about the event that tore my past
from me. The report is about the event that
destroyed my sense of myself, my relation-
ships with others and my relationship with
God. The report was about the event that has
stolen my ability to sleep and to feel safe in
the world. I am the one who is tormented by
all the questions surrounding that event.
And now I have even more. Why is it that the
Justice Department refuses to answer my
questions? Who are they protecting? What
are they covering up?

On June 26th, 1998, I filed a FOIA request,
asking the U.S. Government to declassify
the report. Again, I allowed myself to hope.
During President’s Clinton visit to Guate-
mala, I allowed that hope to grow. Mr. Clin-
ton publicly acknowledged U.S. complicity
in human rights violations. Finally, I
thought, our government has owned up. The
need for secrecy is obsolete. I'll get the re-
port.

Two days ago, I learned from my attorney
that the FOIA officer for the U.S. Attorney
General’s Office denied my FOIA request in
full. Why? To protect their sources and
methods? What sorts of methods? Torture?
To protect the identities of my Guatemalan
torturers and the American, Alejandor? Why
is it that those who commit human rights
violations merit protection while those of us
who suffer these abuses at their hands re-
ceive none?

Perhaps only another survivor who has
been betrayed again and again by her gov-
ernment can know what I feel standing here.
I'm tried and all I want to do is close my
eyes and not wake up. I literally had to force
myself to come here today. The feelings of
disillusionment and aloneness are enough to
overwhelm me. But I am here.

The words that resound in my head over
and over again are: ‘‘The truth will set you
free.”” Those words are found in scripture.
Ironically enough, these same words are
etched on the entrance to that cathedral of
secrecy, the CIA. I believe the truth would
set me free. I will never feel safe in my own
country until I know exactly what the role
of my government was in my abduction and
torture. How can I feel safe? How can anyone
feel safe, if the truth is being concealed? If
this is a country concerned with righting the
wrongs of the past and the wrongs of our
world, our government has nothing to lose
by disclosing the truth. It owes that much to
the survivors of the political violence we
sponsored in Guatemala, Honduras and
countless other countries. It owes that much
to those of us who paid the taxes. The secret
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prison was in Guatemala. The prison of se-
crecy is here. The Human Rights Informa-
tion Act could be the key.

STATEMENT OF CARLOS M. SALINAS, THE AD-
VOCACY DIRECTOR FOR LATIN AMERICA AND
THE CARIBBEAN OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
I think it’s clear that there is real momen-

tum for passage of the Human Rights Infor-

mation Act—and why shouldn’t it be this
way?

In the last Congress, the bill went from in-
troduction to mark-up in less than a year
even though most observers were surprised
that it even got a hearing! But what most
observers did not count with the persever-
ance of Congressman Lantos, Congress-
woman Morella, Chairman Horn, then-rank-
ing member Kucinich, and all of their incred-
ibly dedicated and hard-working staffs. The
observers did not count on the fact that
there were many others ready and willing to
add their names and prestige to this effort
for truth and justice—so many more than 100
House members became co-sponsors in less
than a year! Many observers underestimated
the tenacity and perseverance of amazing
people like Adriana Portillo-Bartow, Jen-
nifer Harbury, Sister Dianna Ortiz, Meredith
Larson, Dr. Leo Valladares Lanza, and so
many others.

Washington conventional wisdom, con-
tinuing to insist that true intelligence re-
form is destined to oblivion, did not count on
the fact that the yearning for truth and jus-
tice is a million times greater than the
strongest bureaucratic inertia, that the
search for truth will always overpower obfus-
cation and stonewalling, and that the Amer-
ican people and its elected representatives
know and are committed to truly putting
people first, to truly strengthening families,
to truly fighting crime.

And so, thanks to tens of thousands of
voices from Hawaii to Florida, and Maine to
Alaska, we hear the message: pass the
Human Rights Information Act. This mes-
sage is supported by organizations like the
Latin America Working Group, the Guate-
mala Human Rights Commission/USA, the
Washington Office on Latin America, the Re-
ligious Task Force on Central America and
Mexico, I could go on and on!

So we begin anew our quest for the truth,
our quest for justice, with the knowledge
that both republicans and Democrats, Chairs
and Ranking members, have shown and are
showing their support for a bill that could
rend the web of secrecy and lies that keep
the public from finding out what it is enti-
tled to know, that keep family members
from healing and reaching closure, that keep
criminals, mass murderers, torturers, and as-
sorted thugs on the streets, well, we gotta
stop that and we will change the law. This
law is for you, Dianna. This law is for you,
Jennifer. This law is for you, Adriana. This
law is for you, Anne [Larson, mother of
human rights worker Meredith Larson who
survived a stabbing attack in Guatemala
City in 1989]. Indeed, this law is for all of us,
for a better tomorrow, for a more just today.

————

IN HONOR OF FRANK VICKERS
HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 1999

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor one of the USWA’s most respected
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leaders, Frank Vickers. Over the past 30
years, Frank Vickers has dedicated his life to
work extremely hard for the Steel Workers of
Ohio. He joined the USWA in 1957, and since
that time he has served as Local 5684 Presi-
dent, District 30 Organizing Coordinator, Ohio
Legislative Coordinator and the Ohio Legisla-
tive Representative.

Frank has chaired USWA negotiations with
LTV Steel, Timken, American Steel Foundries,
Amsted Industries, Armco, Inc. and Republic
Engineered Steels. Frank has also served as
Vice President of the Cincinnati AFL-CIO Cen-
tral Labor Council.

Frank Vickers has been a dedicated USWA
worker for the last 30 years. In that time he
has made tremendous strides in improving the
productivity of the USWA. Through his efforts
the USWA has expanded their influence all
over the country in order to benefit the steel
workers.

Frank has not only been a successful advo-
cate for steelworkers but has also been a
dedicated family man. His efforts are greatly
appreciated by all the members of the USWA.
He is not only a hard worker, but a good
friend to all.

My fellow colleagues, please join me in hon-
oring this dedicated man, Frank Vickers, for
30 years of serving the Steelworkers. | would
like to wish Frank the best of luck and good
fortune in the future.

———————

A FAVORITE SON GOES TO
WASHINGTON

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 1999

Mr. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, | commend to my
colleagues the following article about one of
our very own, Congressman GEORGE MILLER
of California, who this year marks his 25th
year of service in Congress.

This article poignantly captures GEORGE’s
commitment to public service and his unwav-
ering belief in our system of government. As
GEORGE says in this article, being a Member
of Congress “is a privilege. It's what makes
me get up in the morning and go to work,
knowing in one fashion or another you're
going to get to be a participant in our Demo-
cratic system. It sounds really corny, except
it’s really energizing.”

This article also presents comments from
the people who do not share GEORGE'’s views
but who bestow upon him their respect for his
integrity, his candor, and his unrelenting pur-
suit of what he believes to be right for this
country.

[From the Contra Costa Times, June 6, 1999];

A FAVORITE SON GOES TO WASHINGTON—
REPEATEDLY

By Daniel Borenstein

WASHINGTON—Despite George Miller’s limp
from his surgery, the 6-foot-4-inch congress-
man sets the brisk pace as he and fellow lib-
eral Rep. John Tierney of Massachusetts
cross the Capitol grounds.

The pair lament the high prescription drug
prices Americans without health insurance
are forced to pay. To Miller, it’s a political
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