June 17, 1999

Kingstown, Rhode Island, a well-deserved trib-
ute to her service and example to us all.

In today’s booming economy, we sometimes
forget to recognize and celebrate the workers
who, simply by doing their jobs faithfully and
well every day, ensure that this country con-
tinues to thrive. Ms. Brown, through her work
as a Highway Contract Letter Carrier, has
made an amazing contribution both to her
community and, by extension, to her country
as a whole. Without people like her, who show
up for work every day without excuse or com-
plaint, we would not be enjoying the economic
prosperity we have today. Although her type of
work ethic should be the norm, it should never
be taken for granted, and we must always re-
member to thank the people who work hard
for us. Please join with me in the long-overdue
appreciation of Hope Elizabeth Brown and
other dedicated workers like her.

———

TRIBUTE TO THOMAS J.
D’ALESANDRO III, ESQ.
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Thomas J. D’Alesandro, Ill who was re-
cently awarded the distinguished President’s
Medal by his alma mater, Loyola College of
Baltimore, at Loyola’s commencement cere-
monies on May 18, 1999.

Thomas D’Alesandro is one of Baltimore’s
great civic leaders whose leadership as Mayor
of Baltimore came at a crucial time during the
city’s history. His dedication to the principles
of justice and equality helped advance the
cause of civil rights in Baltimore. Grounded in
a personal commitment to these values, he
led his community with a moral authority,
championing landmark legislation for all he
represented.

Thomas J. D’Alesandro, Il is part of a leg-
endary political family. The D’Alesandros are
the “first family of Baltimore politics” and a
classic American success story. Thomas’ fa-
ther, Thomas D’Alesandro, Jr. was also a
great Mayor of Baltimore and later served as
a Member of Congress. His mother, Nancy
D’Alesandro, was a major figure in Baltimore
politics in her own right and was described by
former Governor William Schafer as “a very
fiery women, loved her kids, and was superb
to old Tommy. She was a Democrat through
and through.” His only sister NANCY was elect-
ed to the Congress in 1987, and has distin-
guished herself as a great civic leader of her
adopted City of San Francisco and is consid-
ered one of the most widely regarded Mem-
bers of Congress.

Mr. Speaker, character blooms in critical
moments of choice. At that moment, compla-
cency must give way to action, the expected
must be set aside for what is just. Thomas
D’Alesandro’s resolute leadership as President
of the City Council resulted in the passage of
Baltimore’s landmark Civil Rights Act. He later
said that this legislation grew not from political
expediency but from a moral imperative in-
stilled in him by his years of Jesuit education.

After serving as President of the Baltimore
City Council, Thomas J. D’Alesandro, Il fol-
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lowed in his father’s footsteps and was elected
Mayor in 1967. During his term as Mayor, Bal-
timore saw advancement in nearly every ave-
nue of equal opportunity from housing to em-
ployment. Through criticism and praise alike,
he maintained his distinctive presence of
straightforwardness and honesty. It was be-
cause of his leadership that Baltimore was
kept calm for two full days after the tragic as-
sassination of Dr. Martin Luther King.

The Jesuits of Loyola College look with
pride at the extraordinary contributions that
Thomas D’Alesandro has made. His service to
his community, his devotion to his family, and
his commitment to the faith and values taught
at Loyola represent the “Jesuit ideal” that the
Society of Jesus seeks to instill in their pupils.
It is truly fitting that Loyola honors him with its
President’s Award.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join in
honoring Thomas D’Alesandro, Ill for his his-
toric contributions to civic life in Baltimore and
congratulate him on being awarded the pres-
tigious Loyola President’s Award for a life lived
by the highest ideals of service to humankind.

———————
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Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to pay very special
tribute to an outstanding individual from the
state of Ohio, George Cox. This weekend, in
Columbus, Ohio, a very special celebration will
take place marking the 100th Anniversary of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Mr. Speaker, George Cox is currently serv-
ing as the State Commander for the Ohio Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars and has been instru-
mental in organizing the 100th Anniversary
celebration. Through his efforts over the years,
George Cox has helped make the Ohio VFW
one of the premier veterans service organiza-
tions in the nation.

Without question, George Cox has taken his
love of country and his commitment to duty
and honor very seriously. He served valiantly
during the Korean Conflict with the First Ma-
rine Division. In 1968, Mr. Cox joined the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars and has achieved suc-
cess over the years serving as State Com-
mander, District Commander, and Post Com-
mander. He is currently a member of VFW
Post 6772 in Spencerville, Ohio.

Not only has George Cox given much to the
VFW, he has shown unwavering devotion to
many other activities as well. He has served
on the Allen County Veterans Commission,
American Legion Post 191, and retired from
the Ford Motor Company after forty-two years
with the company. In addition, George spends
time working with children at the national
home, in parades, and at Post 6772 events.
George also founded a Christmas party for un-
derprivileged children in Spencerville.

Mr. Speaker, George Cox is a remarkable
person. A dedicated family man, he and his
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wife, Mary, have been married for forty-six
years and have a wonderful family. He has
unselfishly given his time and energy to serve
veterans from across the state of Ohio and for
that we owe him our profound thanks.

At this point, | would urge my colleagues to
stand and join me in paying special tribute to
the Ohio State VFW Commander, George
Cox, and to everyone attending the 100th An-
niversary of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. We
wish you the very best both now and in the fu-
ture.
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Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, the Marriage
Tax Penalty should be repealed.

As we prepare to celebrate Fathers Day on
June 20, Congress would do well to seize the
occasion by repealing the pernicious laws
which attack the institution of marriage.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud of my home State
of Colorado for establishing official policy op-
posed to the marriage tax penalty. Under the
visionary leadership of Colorado State Rep-
resentative Andy McElhany, and State Senator
Ken Arnold, the Colorado General Assembly
has established its official position on this mat-
ter by virtue of its passage of Colorado House
Joint Resolution 99-1055.

Mr. Speaker, | hereby submit for the
RECORD, and for the consideration of our col-
leagues, H.J.R. 99-1055. This important Res-
olution urges us to repeal all taxes which pe-
nalize marriage, and | urge my colleagues to
follow the wise example of Colorado pol-
icy.***HD***House Joint Resolution 99—1055

Whereas, The Congressional Budget Office
estimates that the federal income tax system
imposes a marriage tax penalty on twenty-
three million Americans; and

Whereas, The marriage tax penalty discour-
ages hard work by penalizing dual-income
married couples more than any other individ-
uals; and

Whereas, Under the federal income tax sys-
tem, married individuals have smaller standard
deductions, earlier loss of itemized deductions
and personal exemptions, a smaller capital
loss deduction, and a double loss of IRA de-
ductions when compared to single individuals;
and

Whereas, The marriage tax penalty has a
severe impact on the working poor; and

Whereas, It is unfair and inappropriate for
the federal government to impose an addi-
tional income tax penalty on married individ-
uals; and

Whereas, Several bills to eliminate the fed-
eral marriage tax penalty are presently pend-
ing before the United States Congress; and

Whereas, The elimination of the federal
marriage tax penalty is an important step in
creating a fairer and simpler federal income
tax system; now, therefore be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives
of the Sixty-second General Assembly of the
State of Colorado, the Senate concurring
herein:
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