
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE1064 February 10, 2000
was so pleased to hear of the unani-
mous approval of Mr. Pisano as a can-
didate for the Federal bench. 

He has a reputation for competence, 
energy, and commitment that perfectly 
fits the profile of an excellent can-
didate to sit on the Federal district 
court bench. 

He has consistently impressed every-
one who appears before him and who 
works with him in his capacity for fair-
ness and his thorough understanding of 
the law. 

I heard not one critical note from the 
people I spoke to—lawyers, judges, 
those who make up much of the legal 
community in the State of New Jersey. 

Prior to his appointment as a mag-
istrate, Mr. Pisano was a partner in a 
distinguished law firm. In the 13 years 
he spent representing clients, he devel-
oped an expertise in a wide variety of 
areas, in both civil and criminal mat-
ters. 

Mr. Pisano appeared in court almost 
every day and tried 150 cases to conclu-
sion. He also managed the litigation 
section of his firm, which I think was 
an early indication of the supervisory 
skills that have served him so well as a 
magistrate. 

Magistrate Pisano’s depth of experi-
ence and organizational skills are ex-
actly what we need at a time when 
staggering caseloads are making it 
more and more difficult for our Federal 
judges to spend as much time with 
each case as they would wish. 

He will tackle his new responsibil-
ities with energy to spare. I am pleased 
the Senate confirmed him. I am hon-
ored that I brought him to the atten-
tion of the Senate. I believe he will 
serve as one of our most outstanding 
judges in the district court. 

Mr. President, I thank my friend 
from Florida and yield the floor.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I 
am pleased that the Senate, by a 95–2 
vote, has confirmed Joel Pisano as a 
district court judge for the District of 
New Jersey. 

Judge Pisano is an excellent choice 
to fill the district court seat created 
with the confirmation of Marion 
Trump Barry to the third Circuit Court 
of Appeals this past summer. He is ex-
tremely well-respected in New Jersey 
for his commitment to public service, 
as well as for his depth and breadth of 
knowledge of the law. 

A graduate of Lafayette College and 
later of Seton Hall University Law 
School, Judge Pisano has had a varied 
and distinguished legal career. He 
served for 4 years as a public defender 
in New Jersey, before moving into pri-
vate practice as a partner with a well-
respected New Jersey law firm for 14 
years. 

In 1991, Judge Pisano was appointed 
to be a U.S. Magistrate Judge in New-
ark, New Jersey. In that capacity, he 
ably presided over a number of high 
profile cases, including that of a former 

Mexican deputy attorney general who 
was charged with laundering $9.9 mil-
lion in drug payoffs. 

In a 1995 survey of attorneys who 
practice in New Jersey before Federal 
judges, Judge Pisano was praised for 
his skills in managing cases and his ef-
ficiency in moving a calendar quickly. 
His ‘‘street-wise’’ nature and prior ex-
perience as a trial attorney were said 
to serve him well on the bench. 

Judge Pisano’s 8 years as a mag-
istrate judge have prepared him for his 
promotion to the district court. He has 
an understanding of, and the training 
for, the responsibilities and challenges 
he will face as a district court judge. I 
am confident that he will serve us all 
well in his new role. 

In conclusion, I just want to say how 
pleased I am that Joel Pisano has been 
confirmed by the Senate as a district 
court judge for the District of New Jer-
sey. I am sure that he will be a superb 
addition to the bench. 
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. FITZ-
GERALD). Under the previous order, the 
Senate will now return to legislative 
session. 

Mr. WELLSTONE addressed the 
Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota. 

Mr. WELLSTONE. The Senator from 
Florida has been gracious enough to 
allow me to take a few moments, and 
that is all I will do. I ask unanimous 
consent to be able to do that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The remarks of Mr. WELLSTONE per-
taining to the introduction of S. 2055 
are located in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I 
thank my colleague from Florida for 
allowing me to speak. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. GRAHAM addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Florida. 
(The remarks of Mr. GRAHAM per-

taining to the introduction of S. 2058 
are located in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia is recognized. 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, what is the 
business before the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate is in morning business. 

Mr. BYRD. Is there a time limit in 
the order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is 
no time limit. 
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FLOYD RIDDICK 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I wish to 
speak briefly regarding the late Floyd 
Riddick. 

Floyd Riddick was for several years 
the Parliamentarian of the Senate. 
Floyd Riddick was born in 1908 in 
Trotville, NC. That was the same year 
in which the Model T Ford was made. 
The Model A Ford came along in De-
cember of 1927, but the Model T Ford 
came on the market in 1908. 

Floyd Riddick was from that genera-
tion of Americans committed to duty, 
excellence, and hard work. His entire 
life reflected a love of duty, of excel-
lence, and of hard work. Floyd Riddick 
attended Duke University. He attained 
his master’s degree at Vanderbilt, and 
then he returned to Duke University to 
earn his Ph.D. in political science. 
While working on his doctoral disserta-
tion, Floyd Riddick spent a year ob-
serving the workings of the U.S. House 
of Representatives. And then, in 1941, 
he published an expanded version of 
that research as congressional proce-
dure.

For the benefit of the viewing public, 
I hold in my hand a copy of the volume 
about which I have just spoken. The 
title is ‘‘Riddick’s Senate Procedure.’’ 
This particular volume, which was 
printed by the U.S. Government Print-
ing Office here in Washington in 1992, 
including the appendix, contains 1,564 
pages. Mr. President, I have read this 
book on Riddick’s Procedure through 
and through and through a number of 
times. It used to be that when I was the 
Democratic whip, and while I was also 
Secretary of the Democratic Con-
ference in the Senate, and during the 
time I was majority leader, minority 
leader, and majority leader again, I 
read this book once every year—the 
complete book. It is a very valuable 
book. If one hopes to ever have a fairly 
good understanding of the Senate rules 
and precedents, then he or she should 
read this book. The Parliamentarians 
of the Senate are very familiar with it. 
They resort to it many times a day, 
and it is a sure and dependable guide-
line with respect to the rules and 
precedents in the Senate. Doc 
Riddick—we called him ‘‘Doc’’—pub-
lished a book on congressional proce-
dure. This book is on Senate procedure. 

He then came to Washington perma-
nently as a statistical analyst and as 
an instructor of political science at 
American University. He was a Ph.D. 
in political science. I never received 
my baccalaureate in political science 
until I was 76 years old. That was about 
6 years ago. I received my bacca-
laureate in political science, but, of 
course, I knew a lot about political 
science long before I ever received that 
degree. I am a graduate of the school of 
hard knocks, and I learned a long time 
ago the lessons that are taught by serv-
ice in this body and in the other body. 
This is my 48th year on Capitol Hill. 

The late Richard Russell talked with 
me one day about the rules in the 
Democratic Cloakroom, right in back 
of where I am now standing. He said: 
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