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Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I come before 
you today to proclaim that today, February 14, 
2000, is ‘‘Child Heart Awareness Day.’’ More 
than 32,000 American babies are born each 
year with cardiovascular defects, which trans-
lates to 1 out of every 115 to 150 births. To 
put these numbers in perspective, 1 in every 
800–1,000 babies is born with Downs Syn-
drome. Congenital heart defects make up 42 
percent of all birth defects, making Congenital 
Heart Disease the most common birth defect. 
The American Heart Association estimates 
that there are approximately 1 million people 
living with heart defects in the United States 
today. 

Today, I join all children and their families 
who are affected by congenital heart defects, 
in focusing public attention on this disease as 
we look toward the future in finding a cure. 
Prior to 1960, most children with heart defects 
died within the first year of life. In the subse-
quent decades of the 60’s, 70’s, and 80’s, re-
search produced by skilled surgeons and car-
diologists led to a variety of different interven-
tions, which allowed the vast majority of in-
fants with heart defects to survive. However, 
these medical procedures place an enormous 
burden on the families of children born with 
congenital heart defects. In addition, many of 
these children who survive infancy still face a 
life of dependency on medications, medical 
procedures and open-heart surgeries. 

I recently introduced legislation to lessen the 
impact of these huge medical bills on Amer-
ican families. H.R. 3325, the ‘‘Melissa Froelich 
Medicaid Congenital Heart Defect Waiver Act 
of 1999,’’ would permit a State waiver author-
ity to provide medical assistance in cases of 
congenital heart defects. I introduced this im-
portant legislation after learning of the plight of 
four-year-old Melissa Froelich, who has under-
gone multiple surgeries and procedures, in-
cluding four reconstructive heart surgeries, 
since her birth in 1996. 

As we continue to look for ways to cure this 
birth defect, I hope that the increased public 
attention on this widespread problem will help 
begin to ease some of the burdens families of 
children with congenital heart defects face.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to recognize the Glenwood 
Springs, Colorado Citizen of the Year. Mr. Bob 
Young is an inspiration to many and a man 
who contributes much to his community. 

Bob, founder of Alpine Banks, has adopted 
policies of doing right by his employees and 
giving back to the community. This, he says, 
is the bottom line. Bob’s policies have won 
many awards for himself and for his banks, in-
cluding Business of the Year in Grand Junc-
tion, Colorado. Bob has always been ready 
and willing to give whatever it took to con-
tribute to his community. His charity has had 
a ripple effect throughout the Western Slope. 

Bob has been dedicated to setting up train-
ing programs that ultimately employ area 
young people. When the economy was strug-
gling, Bob did whatever he could to make sure 
that the citizens could remain valuable mem-
bers of the community. If it had not been for 
Bob, many of these people would have been 
forced to move from the Western Slope. Bob 
has definitely been a great advocate for the 
community and is well-deserving of this award. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like 
to offer this tribute to one of the leading busi-
nessmen in Colorado and a close personal 
friend, Bob Young. He is a great citizen who 
is dedicated to making our community a better 
place to live.
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RECOGNIZING THE WESTERN MAS-
SACHUSETTS CHAMPION LUD-
LOW HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS SOC-
CER TEAM 
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Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the accomplishments 
of the 1999 Ludlow High School girls soccer 
team. The Ludlow girls soccer team won the 
program’s third Western Massachusetts title 
last year by defeating defending state cham-
pion Cathedral High School. The Lions de-
feated Central Massachusetts Champion 
Shrewbury en route to the state final match, 
where they fell just short of their goal. 

The Ludlow girls soccer team finished the 
year with a record of 19–2–1. Ludlow was 
able to dominate a tough league in Western 
Massachusetts in 1999 by employing a highly 
skillful style of play. A team that was tough 

when it needed to be, Ludlow was capable of 
outclassing most of its opponents. As a result 
of their high class style, the Lions enjoyed the 
fervent support of the residents of the Town of 
Ludlow throughout the season. 

Head Coach Jim Calheno has built a very 
successful program at Ludlow High School. 
Coach Calheno is well-respected in the coach-
ing community and his team is duly feared. 
The Ludlow talent pool run very deep, and the 
Lions are certain to be the team to beat in 
2000. A group of talented Juniors, including 
All-America selected Liz Dyjak and All-New 
England selection Stephanie Santos, will be 
looking to claim the state title next season. 

Mr. Speaker, allow me to recognize there 
the players, coaches, and managers of the 
1999 Ludlow High School girls soccer team. 
The Seniors are: Melissa Dominique, Sandy 
Salvador, Angela Goncalves, Jen Crespo, 
Marcy Bousquest, Lynsey Calheno, Jenn 
Genovevo, and Leana Alves. The Juniors are: 
Nicole Gebo, Lindsay Robillard, Lindsay 
Haluch, Kara Williamson, Sarah Davis, Liz 
Dyjak, Stephanie Santos, and Jessica Vital. 
The Sophomores are: Michele Goncalves, 
Lindsey Palatino, and Kirstine Goncalves. The 
Freshmen are: Natalie Gebo, Lauren Pereira, 
Beth Cochenour, Darcie Rickson, and Amy 
Rodrigues. The Head Coach is Jim Calheno, 
and he is assisted by Saul Chelo, Nuno Pe-
reira, Melanie Pszeniczny, and Mario 
Monsalve. The managers are Melissa Santos 
and Elizabeth Barrow. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, allow me to con-
gratulate the Ludlow High School girls soccer 
team on a season well played. I wish them the 
best of luck for the 2000 season.
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Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to mourn the loss of a leader be-
loved in my city and an athlete admired 
throughout our nation. Kansas City Chiefs 
#58, Linebacker Derrick Thomas, died Feb-
ruary 8, 2000 at the age of 33. Derrick was a 
star for our nation. His philanthropic commit-
ment is an inspiration to us all. 

Derrick Thomas was an exceptional football 
player. He participated in nine pro bowls, more 
than any other player in the Chiefs franchise 
history. Derrick holds the team record for 
sacks and the most NFL sacks in a game. In 
December 1997, Derrick gained his 100th 
sack, 1 of 16 players in the entire NFL ever 
to achieve this. Team leaders regarded him as 
a player who could single handedly influence 
the outcome of a game. Derrick captured 10 
playoff appearances and was the Chiefs Most 
Valuable Player in 1991 and 1994. As 8-time 
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