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past 114 years, has exemplified the important 
role filled by community newspapers in cities 
and towns across America. The City of Sum-
merville is located in Chattooga County, in the 
Seventh District of Georgia. This rural county 
of approximately 25,000 residents, is home to 
‘‘The Summerville News.’’ Just last month, the 
Summerville News started into its 115th year 
of service to Chattooga County and the sur-
rounding area of northwest Georgia. The 
newspaper is the oldest consumer business in 
the county. It started with presses fed with 
paper a single sheet at a time, by hand, to 
larger letterpress, and then to offset presses 
that run 16,000 papers an hour. 

Over the years, the Summerville News has 
come a long way. O.J. Espy bought into the 
News around 1906, and purchased the entire 
newspaper about five years later, in 1911. 
After his death, his son, D.T. Espy, bought out 
all of his siblings (there were quite a few) to 
become sole owner. He, in turn, sold to his 
four sons, Bill, Don, David, and Gene, in 1968. 
Since that time, Bill and Don have died and a 
fourth generation is part owner, with others 
working at the plant. Greg Espy, son of Don, 
is part owner; Tracy Espy, son of David, and 
Jason Espy, son of Gene, are all working with 
the News to print a product of which the entire 
county can be proud and look forward to every 
Thursday. 

In thanking the community for 114 years of 
friendship, Editor Gene Espy wrote: ‘‘In a way, 
a community newspaper is the community. It 
is the news of the people in that community 
and what they have accomplished, failed to 
accomplish, and hope to accomplish. We take 
the task of publishing the Summerville News 
seriously. It is important to us and we hope it 
is important to our readers and advertisers 
and the community itself.’’

The Summerville News is to be congratu-
lated on its 114 years of dedication and serv-
ice to the citizens of Chattooga County. Ba-
bies have been born, dear citizens have died, 
world leaders have come and gone, wars 
have been fought and won, businesses have 
opened and closed, many left the farms to find 
employment in other cities, technology con-
tinues to advance, and still our community 
thrives. Through it all, the citizens of 
Chattooga County continue to count on The 
Summerville News for local, state and national 
news; every week, every year, every genera-
tion. Thank goodness.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to recognize a man who has 
dedicated over 16 years of his life to the City 
of Grand Junction, Colorado. Mark Achen has 
given immeasurably and made great personal 
sacrifices to ensure Grand Junction’s health 
and well-being. 

Since 1984, Mark has been the City Man-
ager of Grand Junction and has seen the city 
grow and prosper. Working with seven dif-

ferent city council members who each had a 
different agenda and policy perspective was 
no small chore. Mark’s calm demeanor stood 
out amid contentious debate over Grand Junc-
tion’s numerous issues, including still, annex-
ation policy in the late 1980’s and into the 
1990’s. He was a reservoir of institutional 
knowledge during negotiations to end a long-
running dispute between the city and Mesa 
County over the Persigo Wash Wastewater 
Treatment Plant. Achen brought the city from 
economic devastation to incredible increases 
in sales tax revenues. 

Leaving the position of City Manager will en-
able Mark to spend more time reading, hiking, 
climbing, fishing and boating. Above all, Mark 
will get to spend more time with his family and 
friends. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like 
to offer this tribute and say thank you to, my 
friend, Mark Achen. He is a man that has 
given selflessly for many years to make Grand 
Junction the wonderful city it is today.
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Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I commend the fol-
lowing article to my colleagues:

Whereas, Mr. Pasini having been selected 
for Senior Executive Service, United States 
Army, has served as a Department of Defense 
Employee for thirty-two years; and, 

Whereas, Mr. Pasini’s untiring and dedi-
cated service to his profession has resulted 
in his appointment to Senior Executive 
Service; and, 

Whereas, Mr. Pasini was instrumental in 
the fielding of several new Army weapon sys-
tems and as a result of his professionalism, 
steadfast dedication, expertise, interpersonal 
skills and personal commitment to the De-
partment of Defense, Mr. Pasini has been 
able to place the most advanced and capable 
weapons systems in the hands of our nation’s 
soldiers; and, 

Whereas, the Members of Congress, with a 
real sense of gratitude and pride, join me in 
commending Mr. Harry C. Pasini for his ap-
pointment to Senior Executive Service.
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Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor a man whose life has 
benefited all members of the automotive and 
aerospace industries, Joseph J. Wood. Mr. 
Wood will soon be retiring from the United 
Automobile, Aerospace Agricultural Implemen-
tation Workers of America (UAW). For nearly 
forty years, Mr. Wood has worked tirelessly to 
ensure the fair and just treatment of union 
members in several fields of business. 

Joseph J. Wood is an International Rep-
resentative with the UAW working from his 

home base in Detroit, Michigan. Mr. Wood 
began his career with the Union while em-
ployed with Boeing Helicopters located in my 
district of Ridley Township, Pennsylvania. 

He was hired by the Boeing Helicopters Di-
vision in March of 1960 after receiving an 
Honorable Discharge from the Marine Corps. 
He became active within UAW Local 1069 and 
rose through the union’s leadership as Shop 
Steward, Committeeman, Shop Chairman and 
then was elected President. In 1985 the UAW 
International Union appointed Mr. Wood to 
serve on the UAW National Aerospace Staff to 
service Local 1069 (Boeing Helicopters Divi-
sion), Bell Textron Helicopter local unions 218 
and 317 and GE Local 647. Mr. Wood’s efforts 
brought out successful contract negotiations 
between both sides. Throughout his career, 
Mr. Wood’s representation of working families 
has always been exemplary. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in a tribute to Joseph J. Wood for his selfless 
dedication to his community and his country. I 
congratulate Joe, and I know his family must 
be very proud of his years of dedicated serv-
ice.
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Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a few moments to highlight the impor-
tance of a bill we further considered on the 
floor today, H.R. 1451, the Abraham Lincoln 
Bicentennial Commission Act. 

This bill originally passed the House by a 
vote of 411–2 on October 4, 1999. It was 
amended by the Senate in November and 
brought back to the House with minor changes 
to the commission’s composition. 

Let me begin by thanking the bill’s sponsor, 
the gentleman from Illinois, Mr. LAHOOD, and 
the gentlelady from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT) for 
their willingness to work with me to include 
representation from the states of Indiana and 
Kentucky on the Commission to be formed by 
this bill. 

Indiana and Kentucky played significant 
roles in the life and development of Abraham 
Lincoln, and I very much appreciate my col-
leagues’ recognition of this history and their 
openness to including citizen members from 
each of these states on the Commission. 

I am pleased that the changes made by the 
Senate to the composition of the commission 
did not include a fundamental I have been 
fighting for: the appropriate representation on 
the commission from each of the states claim-
ing Lincoln as its citizen. 

While Abe Lincoln is America’s 16th presi-
dent, he rose from humble roots deeply em-
bedded in all three Midwestern states. In my 
mind, it is only right that the governors of all 
three states select citizens to sit on the com-
mission established by this bill. 

The commission will commemorate the bi-
centennial of President Lincoln’s birth in 1809, 
which took place in Hodgenville, KY. 
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