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material must be significantly lower than the
Mud Dump pollutants it is to be used to cover.
Sadly, under the current and deeply flawed
EPA “Category 1 standards,” pollutant levels
in proposed dredge spoils can actually exceed
by many orders of magnitude the levels found
in the material at the Mud Dump.

Second, the remediation material used at
the Mud Dump must actually reduce pollution
levels there.

Third, the remediation material must be
shown to reduce the harmful impacts on the
environment and marine life caused by the
toxins found in the Mud Dump. It bears noting
that the reason the HARS was created was
not to provide the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey with an unlimited dumping
ground. The HARS was created to remediate
and clean up the toxins on the ocean floor and
prevent harmful bioaccumulation of toxins in
the seafood we eat.

Fourth, the new remediation standards must
meet ‘sunshine laws’ that provide opportunities
for a public notice and a public comment pe-
riod. This provision is needed because the
Army Corps issued the Brooklyn Marine Ter-
minals permit without providing adequate pub-
lic notice for comment. On January 24th,
2000, the Army Corps recognized its failure to
provide adequate public comment and held a
public meeting in New Jersey.

Fifth, the goal of the new remediation stand-
ards is to eventually clean up the Mud Dump
to reflect a contamination level that is substan-
tially equivalent to the level found naturally in
the ocean. Given the amount of debate over
what the EPA defines as “clean,” it is impor-
tant to set clear and common sense goals of
what the word “clean” really means—restoring
the oceans to their natural state. Only when
consumers of seafood are reassured that the
fish they eat are free from pollutants will the
damage from ocean dumping be fully remedi-
ated.

Lastly, the bill would permanently close the
Mud Dump as soon as it is fully remediated
and capped with a clean layer of sand and silt
that prevents existing pollution at the bottom
of the ocean from finding its way into our food
chain. If the economy of New York and New
Jersey are to remain vibrant and healthy, we
need to continue exploring alternative dredge
disposal methods now. The costs of inaction
greatly outweigh the additional costs of alter-
native disposal methods when one factors in
the $14.8 billion tourist and commercial fishing
industry in New Jersey that will be seriously
harmed if ocean dumping continues unabated.

TRIBUTE TO SILVIA PINAL
HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 14, 2000

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend the 1999 “Mr. Amigo,” Silvia Pinal,
chosen recently by the Mr. Amigo Association
of Brownsville, Texas, and Matamoros,
Tamaulipas, in Mexico. Each year the Mr.
Amigo Association honors a Mexican citizen
with the title of “Mr. Amigo,” and that person
acts as a goodwill ambassador between our
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two countries. Their selection honors a man or
woman who has made a lasting contribution to
international solidarity and goodwill at the an-
nual Charro Days Festival.

The Charro Days Festival is a pre-Lenten
event, much like Mardi Gras in New Orleans,
held in Brownsville and Matamoros. Charro
Days festivities will last for several days; this
year they will be February 23-27 and will in-
clude parades and appearances by Ms. Pinal.
Charro Days is an opportunity to enjoy the
unique border culture of the Rio Grande Valley
area.

During Charro Days, South Texans cele-
brate the food, music, dances and traditions of
both the United States and Mexico. The U.S.-
Mexican border has a unique, blended history
of cowboys, bandits, lawmen, farmers, fisher-
men, oil riggers, soldiers, scientists, entre-
preneurs, and teachers.

The border has its own language and cus-
toms. On both sides of the border, there is a
deep sense of history, much of which the bor-
der has seen from the front row. We have
seen war and peace; we have known pros-
perity and bad times. Charro Days is a time
for all of us to reflect on our rich history, to re-
member our past and to celebrate our future.
The Mr. Amigo Award began in 1964 as an
annual tribute to an outstanding Mexican cit-
izen.

The 1999 Mr. Amigo, Ms. Pinal, has a ca-
reer in film, television and music, and, re-
cently, in public service, serving as a Senator
for District 27 in Mexico City since 1998. She
is also a philanthropist and a champion of
women’s rights. Born in Guaymas, Sonora,
Mexico, she considered her mother her
strongest supporter. Her father, who served in
the military, was also a journalist in both Mex-
ico and the United States, and Mayor of
Tequisquiapan, Quertaro, Mexico.

She considers her father her role model
based on his political and community work.
She studied at the Bellas Artes Academy, be-
ginning with a career in radio and eventually
appearing in over 100 feature films. She
starred in such international favorites as
“Mame,” “Que Tal Dolly,” and Gypsy.”

| urge my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Silvia Pinal, the 1999 Mr. Amigo, as
well as the cities of Brownsville and Mata-
moros, for their dedication to international
goodwill between the United States and Mex-
ico.

———
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take a moment to pause and remember a man
that will be greatly missed. Jim Patti touched
many people’s lives and was a friend to all.
He passed away at the age of 49 on January
26, 2000.

Jim’s record of friendship began as early as
anyone can remember him. When he was in
grade school, his best friend went to a dif-
ferent school. They were both very happy
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when they ended up in the same high school.
Jim was very active on the decorating com-
mittee for all of the dances sponsored by the
high school. Jim enjoyed drawing and he
would design all the decorations.

Working at the family restaurant, Patti's
Restaurant, was always a part of Jim’s life. He
started working at the family-owned business
by the time he was seven years old. He was
a busboy and a story-teller. He loved people
and he would always remember the stories to
tell about them. He also met his wife, Judy, at
the restaurant. Eventually Jim and Judy took
over ownership of the restaurant and remod-
eled it several times. They also owned J. Patti
Construction.

Jim also loved sports, especially Colorado
sports. From the University of Colorado Buf-
falos to the Denver Broncos, Jim was always
ready to get together to watch the game. Hav-
ing a good time was one of Jim's fortes. He
enjoyed having his family and friends. Even
though the family was large, there was always
enough love to go around.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that | offer this
tribute to Jim Patti, the “trunk of the family
tree”. He was a great friend to all and loved
life to the fullest.
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Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, we rise today to
pay tribute to Judge Michael Farrell and Judge
Leland B. Harris, who will be honored on Feb-
ruary 17, 2000, by the San Fernando Bar As-
sociation (SFVBA). Judge Farrell will be
named the San Fernando Valley Bar Associa-
tion Judge of the Year and Judge Harris will
be presented with a Special Recognition
Award.

Judge Farrell has enjoyed a long and distin-
guished judicial career. He currently serves as
the Supervising Judge of the Los Angeles Su-
perior Court Northwest District. He was ele-
vated to this position in 1989, after being ap-
pointed to the Municipal Court Bench in 1986
by former Governor Deukmejian. Prior to that,
he served as a U.S. Bankruptcy Court Trust-
ee, and was an attorney for the San Fernando
Valley Neighborhood Legal Services, Global
Marine, Inc., and the law firms Early, Maslach,
Foran & Williams; Hunt & Finn; and his broth-
er’s firm Coleman & Farrell.

In addition to his numerous and substantial
judicial responsibilities, Judge Farrell has been
working with the SFVBA, Neighborhood Legal
Services, and the Monroe High School magnet
program to start a pilot self-help program. The
program will provide free legal information and
legal services to the public. He has also taken
an active role in seeking Los Angeles County
funds to repair the damage to his courthouse
caused by the Northridge Earthquake.
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