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and quality education that includes
computers in every classroom and stu-
dents to have a computer at every
desk. We thank him so much, and he
continues to shed that light each night
as he does on this floor.

I would like to also congratulate my
two female colleagues who came before
me to speak about this important
month that we celebrate, commonly
known as Black History Month. Some
of us call it African American History
Month. But irrespective of the title, it
is to bring celebration to those who
have come before us who have served
with distinction and honor not only in
this House but throughout this country
in making America what it is today.

Mr. Speaker, as the co-chair of the
Congressional Caucus on Women’s
Issues, I rise today to pay homage to
the many African American women
whose invaluable efforts have made it
possible for me to stand here before my
colleagues today. These women have
struggled and fought against all odds
to ensure that America would be a
country where resources and opportu-
nities are available to men, women,
and children of all ages, races, and reli-
gions. It is with immense pride that I
stand here today and honor some very
important African American women
who have served here in Congress.

One such woman was Congresswoman
Shirley Chisholm, who became the first
African American woman ever elected
to the U.S. Congress from New York in
1969 and in 1972 became the first Afri-
can American female to run for Presi-
dent of the United States.

Congresswoman Chisholm was a
strong advocate for women’s rights,
universal access to day-care, the envi-
ronmental protection, and job training.
What a legacy she left.

Continuing her legacy pioneered by
her was Congresswoman Barbara Jor-
dan, who was elected from the great
State of Texas in 1973 and impressed
the world with her outstanding oratori-
cal ability as well as her integrity,
leadership, and dignity during the Wa-
tergate hearings.

She rose to national distinction when
she became the first African American
woman to deliver the keynote address
at the Democratic national convention
in 1976. Her legacy as a champion of the
people is evident in many of her out-
standing speeches. Her words ring true
even today, as we remember her say-
ing, “What the people want is simple.
They want an America as good as its
promise.” What an outstanding woman
she was.

A preeminent example of a woman’s
ability to juggle family and a career
was our great Congresswoman from the
State of California, Congresswoman
Yvonne Braithwaite Burke, who was
elected in 1973 from that great State of
California. She distinguished herself
not only through her leadership, hav-
ing made sure that the women who
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serve in the salons have health bene-
fits, but she became the first woman of
Congress to give birth to a child while
in office. Her commitment to public
service, however, did not end when she
left Congress, as today she serves as
one of the most influential members of
the Los Angeles County Board of Su-
pervisors.

The epitome of loyalty to family and
civic values was set as Congresswoman
Cardis Collins, who was elected in 1973
to complete the term of her husband,
Representative George Collins, fol-
lowing his death in a plane crash. She
remained in the House for 23 years,
holding the title of the longest of any
African American woman to have
served in the House of Representatives.
She was a valiant leader as a ranking
member in holding the line on the
Committee on Government Operations.

Congresswoman Katie Beatrice Green
Hall was elected from the State of Indi-
ana in 1982 and earned a place in his-
tory as the sponsor of the Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., Holiday legislation that
was signed into law by then President
Ronald Reagan. She was a strong advo-
cate of education, too, being a former
teacher.

And then, Mr. Speaker, history was
made after 90-plus years of not having
an African American in the Senate
until Senator Carol Moseley-Braun be-
came the first African American
woman ever elected to serve in the U.S.
Senate to represent the great State of
Illinois in 1983. She served with distinc-
tion.

We can recall that Senator Carol
Moseley-Braun sponsored the National
Underground Railroad Network to
Freedom Act. The act is designed to
identify and preserve significant sites
in more than 29 States. She was re-
cently appointed as the ambassador to
New Zealand and Samoa.

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate this
month of African American History
and find ourselves navigating through
the joys and challenges of this new mil-
lennium that is about to embark, let us
gain strength in knowing that the road
is a little smoother, the battles a little
easier, and the burdens a little lighter
because we stand on the shoulders of
these great women, women such as
those I have mentioned and those who
are coming behind us and the countless
others who will come after us. Let us
always remember that they endured
the public responsibility of office and
the private responsibility of woman-
hood.

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
MILLENDER-MCDONALD) for her com-
ments.

I would like to close with quotes
from the book by Randall Robinson,
The Debt.

No race, no ethnic or religious group, has
suffered so much over so long a span as
blacks have, and do still, at the hands of
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those who benefited, with the connivance of
the United States Government, from slavery
and the century of legalized American racial
hostility that followed it. It is a miracle that
the victims-weary dark souls long shorn of a
venerable and ancient identity have survived
at all, stymied as they are by the blocked
roads to economic equality.

At long last, let America contemplate the
scope of its enduring human-rights wrong
against the whole of a people. Let the vision
of blacks not become so blighted from a sun-
less eternity that we fail to see the stag-
gering breadth of America’s crimes against
us.

Solutions to our racial problems are
possible, but only if our society can be
brought to face up to the massive
crime of slavery and all that it has
brought. Step by step, in every way
possible, the members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus are seeking to
force the issue of having America face
up to the need to compensate, the need
to have special policies and programs
which understand and recognize this
long history of deprivation that was
perpetrated against the people.

The Congressional Black Caucus
budget is relevant, very much relevant,
to all that black history lessons teach-
es. We will overcome.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2366, SMALL BUSINESS LI-
ABILITY REFORM ACT OF 2000

Mr. DREIER (during the Special
Order of Mr. OWENS), from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 106-498) on the
resolution (H. Res. 423) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2366) to
provide small businesses certain pro-
tections from litigation excesses and to
limit the product liability of nonmanu-
facturer product sellers, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

————

ILLEGAL NARCOTICS IN AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KINGSTON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MIcA) is
recognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I come be-
fore the House again on a Tuesday
night to talk about the subject of ille-
gal narcotics and how it affects our Na-
tion.

Today we conducted an almost 6-hour
hearing on the administration’s pro-
posal to expend more than a billion
dollars in taxpayer funds in an effort to
bring the situation in Colombia under
control; and tonight I would like to
speak part of my special order pointed
toward that hearing and some com-
mentary on that hearing.

I would also like to review some of
the things that have taken place in the
last week both in my State of Florida
with a Florida drug summit and also
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