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allowance were adjusted for inflation, the $100
World War | benefit would total over $1,000
today. The $150 benefit provided after World
War Il would total over $850 today. The $300
benefit that has been provided since 1978, the
last time the benefit was increased, would
total over $700 today if it were adjusted for in-
flation. Today, however, veterans’ families re-
ceive exactly what they would have received
22 years ago—3$300—a fraction of the cost of
even the most basic memorial. Our veterans
deserve better.

The Veterans Burial Benefits Improvement
Act enhances the current, insufficient burial al-
lowance, providing $1,000 to each qualified
veteran. This brings the benefit in line with
Congress’ original intent—allowing veterans’
families to provide our soldiers, sailors, air-
men, and marines with dignity in death. | urge
my colleagues to join me in this effort by co-
sponsoring this important initiative.
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Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, today, | am
introducing legislation to enhance the protec-
tion of the Great Lakes, and to begin the
cleanup of our industrial legacy. My bill will re-
authorize the Great Lakes Program of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, significantly in-
creasing the authorization for this highly suc-
cessful program, and authorize the funding for
cleanup of contaminated Areas of Concern as
provided in the President’s budget.

The Great Lakes are the Nation’s largest
fresh water resource and the largest system of
fresh water on Earth, containing nearly 20 per-
cent of the world supply. The Great Lakes
contain 5,500 cubic miles of water and cover
94,000 square miles. Only the polar ice caps
contain more fresh water.

Great Lakes Basin is of critical importance
to the economy of two nations. The Basin is
home to more than one-tenth of the U.S. pop-
ulation, and one-quarter of the Canadian pop-
ulation. One of the world’s largest concentra-
tions of economic capacity is located in the
Basin—some one-fifth of U.S. industrial jobs
and one-quarter of Canadian agricultural pro-
duction.

Notwithstanding the immense size of the
Lakes, outflows from the Lakes are less than
1 percent per year. When pollutants enter the
lakes by pipe, as wet weather runoff, or as air
deposition, they are retained in the system
and become more concentrated with time.
They settle in the sediments, and accumulate
in the food chain.

We may have restored certain fisheries,
such as walleyes in Lake Erie, but these fish
still bear the burden of pollution and contami-
nation sediments. Fish continue to be found
with cancers and sores and high levels of
PCBs and dioxin. If you eat fish once a week
and live within 20 miles of one of the Great
Lakes, you are likely to have 440 parts per bil-
lion PCBs in your body. That is more than 20
times higher than people living elsewhere in
America and not exposed to Great Lakes fish.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

It is past time that we aggressively clean up
the persistent pollution captured in the sedi-
ments of the Great Lakes. The 1987 amend-
ments to the Clean Water Act established the
Great Lakes National Program Office and
called for a demonstration project for the re-
moval of toxic pollutants from sediments. The
Great Lakes Critical Programs Act of 1990 re-
quired the establishment and implementation
of Great Lakes water quality guidance. Now
we should permanently address the problem
of contaminated sediment.

The United States and Canada have jointly
identified 43 Areas of Concern in the Great
Lakes. Thirty-one of these fall wholly or partly
in U.S. waters. Even though over 1.3 million
cubic yards of contaminated sediments have
been remediated over the past 3 years, the
challenge is so great that remediation is not
complete at any U.S. Area of Concern.

The bill I am introducing today, in support of
the President’s budget proposal, represents a
dramatic increase in support for Great Lakes’
states and communities. This bill will:

Reauthorize the Great Lakes Program at
$40 million annually for 2001-2005.

Authorize $50 million annually for 2001-—
2005 for projects to improve water quality at
Areas of Concern in the Great Lakes. The fed-
eral share would be 60%.

Amend the current Great Lakes Program to
authorize projects to improve degraded fresh
water estuary habitat. The federal share would
be 65%.

| will be working toward the swift enactment
of this legislation, and | urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in protecting this precious
fresh water resource.
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Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take a moment to recognize a man who has
dedicated his life to public service in the com-
munity.

G. Thomas Miller, married 33 years to his
wife, Carmen, and has four grown children, is
a devoted family man who has been recog-
nized time and again for his outstanding
achievements and service. Inspired by his
Catholic faith, he has made a positive dif-
ference in the lives of literally thousands of
people.

Tom began his service to the community 31
years ago with the Catholic Community Serv-
ices of Nevada, now known as Catholic Char-
ities. For twenty-three of his years at Catholic
Charities, Tom worked as the Executive Direc-
tor. Tom began the Meals and Wheels pro-
gram, and initiated several other senior pro-
grams and youth programs, such as the Holy
Family and Henderson Day Care Centers, and
the Sunrise Boy Ranch.

In addition to his post at Catholic Charities,
Tom committed his time to various groups
such as the Knights of Columbus #2828, Las
Vegas Rotary Club, and as a lector for St.
Anne’s Catholic Church, to name only a few.
Tom’s dedication and devotion to the commu-
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nity was evident in positions he assumed as a
Board Member of National Catholic Charities,
and of St. Rose Dominican Hospital. Tom has
also been appointed to state-wide commis-
sions by three Nevada Governors.

Tom has attributed his work and successes
to the late Monsignor Charles Shallow, who
encouraged him to come and work for Catho-
lic Charities in Las Vegas.

Tom’s most recent honor was bestowed
upon him by the Holy Father, Pope John Paul
Il, who offered Tom an apostolic papal bless-
ing for all of his good works and deeds for the
poor and youth of America.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring a great Nevadan and a great
American, Tom Miller, for his commitment to
our communities, and his ability to spread
peace and kindness through service to the
community.

——————

HONORING COACH MARIJON
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Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the outstanding achieve-
ments of Coach Marijon Ancich. It may come
as no surprise to the students and faculty at
St. Paul High School in Santa Fe Springs,
California, nor in fact, to those in the entire
southland who follow high school sports, that
one of their own has won the NFL/KABC High
School Coach of the Year Award. This award
is given to the high school coach who best ex-
emplifies the meaning of sports and who goes
above and beyond the call of duty. That only
begins to describe the life and career of this
year’s most deserving recipient.

At age five, during the height of World War
Il, Marijon Ancich fled Yugoslavia with his
mother and brother to escape the advancing
German army. They arrived in New York, but
it would be seven years later that his family
moved and eventually settled in Southern Cali-
fornia. Little did the twelve-year-old Marijon
know that he would someday, touch the lives
of thousands of young men. Believing in
sports as more than just a game, Coach
Ancich instilled in his players a set of values
and ethics that would help prepare them for
the world. Over a hundred of his players have
become coaches around the country and he
has helped over two hundred students win
athletic scholarships that enabled them to at-
tend some of the most prestigious universities
in America.

In his 37 years as a dedicated football
coach, Marijon Ancich has brought home three
California Interscholastic Federation cham-
pionships, and his record of over 300 wins
makes him one of only two coaches to have
reached that milestone in the history of Cali-
fornia high school football. For those who
know Coach Marijon Ancich, this award is long
over due. But to say that this latest accolade
is the culmination of all his hard work would
be a disservice. For the people of St. Paul
High School know there is more to the coach
than the awards on his mantle. To them, he is
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