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a man who is active in the community, a man
devoted to his beautiful wife Jacquie, and fa-
ther to seven wonderful children. He is one of
their own: a man who truly exemplifies the
very finest traditions and values of the Amer-
ican family and the American sportsman.

It is with deep respect for his many out-
standing achievements and the tremendous
contributions he has made to countless young
people throughout his illustrious career that |
commend him and thank him on the floor of
the House of Representatives and further ex-
tend our warmest wishes to him and his fine
family for every continued happiness and suc-
cess.

———

INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

HON. ROBERT WEXLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2000

Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, recently, the
world’s oldest democracy, the United States,
and the world’s largest democracy, India, joint-
ly agreed to work together to fight a common
enemy—international terrorism. The agree-
ment between our nation and India is a rec-
ognition that terrorism is a worldwide threat
that singles out those nations who have con-
sistently followed the democratic path. It is
also recognition that we face a common foe—
Osama bin Laden.

The joint agreement to work together rep-
resents not only a combining of effort but rep-
resents as well a new area of cooperation be-
tween our two nations. This agreement builds
on the strong relations existing between the
United States and India.

Just last week here in Washington, the first
tangible expression of the joint agreement be-
came evident. Representatives from the two
countries held their first meeting as part of the
Joint Working Group on Terrorism (JWG)
under the leadership of the Department of
State and India’s Ministry of External Affairs.
Other organizations represented at the meet-
ing included the United States Department of
Justice, the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
India’s Home Ministry and its Intelligence Bu-
reau.

According to the JWG, the first joint action
is to apprehend and bring to trial the hijackers
of Indian Airlines Flight 814 who used inno-
cent civilians as bargaining chips to further
their terrorist ends. But the working group has
a larger agenda, eradicating terrorism and
those who sponsor or finance it.

| rise today, Mr. Speaker to applaud our
joint efforts with India. This is an initiative that
is long overdue. If their efforts result in suc-
cess, whether in the capture of the Indian Air-
lines hijackers, or in the reduction of terrorism
itself, the citizenry of our two democracies,
and the citizens of all the world’s democracies,
will be well served.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS
TRIBUTE TO JACK GIBSON

HON. MARION BERRY

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2000

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to a man who is a dear friend of mine,
Jack Gibson, on the occasion of his 80th birth-
day.

Jack Gibson has served the state of Arkan-
sas and his country all of his life. After com-
pleting his secondary education in Louisiana,
he became a naval aviator and flew in the car-
rier task force during World War II. After the
war, he returned to the United States and fin-
ished college at Mississippi State University.
He entered business with his father where
they operated a farm, cotton gin, and an agri-
cultural spraying business.

Through his years in Arkansas, Jack has
been active in state, civic and community life
and has always worked to represent agri-
culture, the greatest profession there ever
was. He is a former director of Chicot County
Soil Conservation District and served as the
president of the Southeast Arkansas Soil Con-
servation District. He was also chairman and
the original member of the Arkansas Soil and
Water Conservation Commission. He served
as president and member of the Agricultural
Council of Arkansas and president of the Ar-
kansas Conservation Districts. Jack also
served as president and CEO of two commu-
nity banks in Southeast Arkansas and has
been a member of the Farm Bureau since
1948.

As State Senator from District 35 for 12
years, Jack held chairmanships on the Agri-
culture and Economic Development Commit-
tees, and the Legislative Audit. During his ten-
ure in the Arkansas legislature, he was also a
member of the Legislative Joint Budget, Legis-
lative Council, and Revenue and Taxation
Committees. He has been affiliated with the
Farm Credit System for 39 years and served
on both the PCA and FBL boards, as well as
the Sixth District Advisory Board. Jack is cur-
rently the executive director of the Arkansas
Livestock and Poultry Commission.

Jack Gibson resides in Boydell, Arkansas,
the town where he was born. He has devoted
his life to agriculture and Arkansas and the
world is a better place because of his service.
| am proud to call him my friend and | wish
him a happy 80th birthday and many more
years of happiness.

—

ELIMINATE THE TRICARE PRIME
COPAY

HON. GEORGE R. NETHERCUTT, JR.

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2000

Mr. NETHERCUTT. Mr. Speaker, | hear
from constituents on a daily basis who are
concerned about the availability and afford-
ability of military health care. On February 1,
| introduced H.R. 3565 to eliminate the copay-
ment requirement for Tricare Prime and to
make military health care more affordable.
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Retirees pay an annual enroliment fee for
coverage and are also subject to copayment
requirements. Active duty families do not pay
an enroliment fee, but are also subject to co-
payments. | am concerned that these copays
can dramatically increase overall health care
costs, particularly for retirees on a fixed in-
come or for younger enlisted personnel. At $6
to $12 a visit, these copays quickly erode the
real progress Congress made last year ap-
proving a long overdue increase in military
pay. Unless we reduce out-of-pocket costs for
military personnel, pay raises only help on the
margin.

The legislation also addresses a question of
fairness. The downsizing of military treatment
facilities often makes it difficult for Tricare
Prime enrollees to get appointments which
would not require a copay. But if enrollees ur-
gently need an appointment, and elect to go to
a civilian provider, they face copayments, cre-
ating an inequity and a potentially pernicious
disincentive to receiving timely care. My bill
has a further policy justification as the Depart-
ment of Defense has indicated that the Tricare
Prime program is the most cost-effective
Tricare option. Eliminating the copay creates
an incentive for additional enrollment in
Tricare, which ultimately saves taxpayer dol-
lars.

The Department of Defense budget request
for Fiscal Year 2001, which was released at
the beginning of this week, generally supports
my proposal. The DOD bill would eliminate
copays for service members and dependents
using civilian facilities, but doesn’t address the
equally large retired population. | believe we
need to eliminate the copayment for all Tricare
Prime enrollees and urge my colleagues to co-
sponsor H.R. 3565.

————

HONORING HIGH POINT CENTRAL
HIGH SCHOOL

HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2000

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, with the recent
Super Bowl, another exciting football season
has come to an end. Before we put this sea-
son to bed, however, | wish to take a moment
to recognize a high school in the Sixth District
of North Carolina that just concluded a perfect
football season. The High Point Central High
School Bison completed a 15-0 season by
capturing the 1999 North Carolina 2-A Foot-
ball Championship.

High Point Central defeated Southwest
Onslow by a score of 30—7 in Chapel Hill, NC,
on December 11, 1999, to win the State 2-A
high school title. In fact, going into the cham-
pionship game, both teams were undefeated.
The Bison used a swarming defense and an
opportunistic offense to overwhelm the pre-
viously-unbeaten Stallions. The Bison com-
pleted one of the most dominating seasons in
recent high school football history. The team
had not one but two running backs who
rushed for more than 2,000 yards each. The
Bison scored 641 points in capturing both con-
ference and regional titles.

Head Coach and Athletic Director Gary
Whitman, who had won two State titles while
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