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FEBRUARY 1, 2000

No. 4—Child Abuse Prevention & Enforce-
ment Act, Senate amendment to H.R. 764. 
Yea. 

No. 5—Taiwan Security Enhancement Act, 
H.R. 1838. Yea. 

No. 6—Motion to Instruct Conferees on H.R. 
2990, Quality Care for the Uninsured Act. Yea. 

FEBRUARY 2, 2000

No. 7—Workplace Goods Job Growth and 
Competitiveness Act, H.R. 2005. Nay. 

FEBRUARY 8, 2000

No. 8—Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Com-
mission, Senate amendment to H.R. 1415. 
Yea. 

No. 9—Poison Control Center Enhancement 
and Awareness, S. 632. Yea. 

No. 10—Honoring the Former Speaker of 
the House, Carl B. Albert, H. Res. 418. Yea. 

FEBRUARY 10, 2000

No. 11—Journal for Wednesday, 2/9/00. 
Yea. 

No. 12—Rule (Marriage Tax Penalty Relief). 
Nay. 

No. 13—Rangel substitute (Marriage Tax 
Penalty Relief). Yea. 

No. 14—Hill of Indiana motion to recommit 
(Marriage Tax Penalty Relief). Aye. 

No. 15—Marriage Tax Penalty Relief Act 
(final passage), H.R. 6. Nay. 

FEBRUARY 14, 2000

No. 16—National Donor Day, H. Con. Res. 
247. Yea. 

No. 17—Child Abuse and Neglect, H. Con. 
Res. 76. Yea. 

FEBRUARY 15, 2000

No. 18—H.R. 3557, Gold Medal for Cardinal 
O’Connor. Yea. 

No. 19—H.R. 3642, Gold Medal to Charles 
M. Schulz. Yea. 

No. 20—H.R. 3201, Carter G. Woodson 
Home National Historic Site Study Act. Yea. 

No. 21—Approval of the Journal for Mon-
day, February 14, 2000. Yea.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF SHIRLEY 
RYALS 

HON. JIM DAVIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 16, 2000

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, no one 
I know loved Tampa more than Shirley Ryals 
and no one I know worked harder to make our 
community a better place. Her passing is a 
tremendous loss for all of us. 

I will never forget Shirley’s incredibly self-
less devotion to countless causes; her cour-
age; her grace; her sense of humor, including 
her willingness to laugh at herself; and her re-
markable ability to relate to people. Shirley did 
not hesitate to stand up for what she believed 
in. She often prevailed and got things done 
because people knew that she respected and 
appreciated them and that she was always 
thinking about what was best for our commu-
nity. 

Shirley Ryals did not understand the mean-
ing of the word cannot. Such a word didn’t 
exist in her vocabulary. Her approach was 
simply that anything was possible if you work 

hard and dedicate yourself to accomplishing a 
goal. Her work to bring three Superbowls to 
Tampa is a testament to that, as is the end-
less list of other good works she did to better 
our community. 

Through the Tampa Junior Women’s Club, 
she established the Tampa Oral School for the 
Deaf, the first preschool program in 
Hillsborough County that allowed families to 
keep their children at home instead of sending 
them hundreds of miles away for an edu-
cation. The program has helped thousands of 
children emerge from their sounds of silence 
and is now a part of the Hillsborough County 
Public School System. 

Her achievements, activities and honors are 
almost too numerous to mention. She was 
named Tampa’s 1995 Citizen of the Year. She 
served as a trustee for the University of 
Tampa and the Tampa Bay Performing Arts 
Center and as an executive committee mem-
ber of the American Red Cross, Hillsborough 
Community College Foundation and Outback 
Bowl Foundation. She was also on the Florida 
State Fair Authority and on the boards of the 
Boys & Girls Clubs, Boy Scouts of America, H. 
Lee Moffitt Cancer Center Foundation and 
many other groups. 

One of the amazing things to me is that de-
spite all the demands on her time, Shirley 
never let any project or any task come before 
her family. She was a devoted wife to Lester, 
a wonderful mother to Karen and Les, and a 
doting grandmother to Caroline and Courtney. 
She also carved out time each week for a 
Sunday night dinner with all of the family, a 
tradition that is becoming more and more rare 
in our busy society. 

In an editorial praising Shirley’s life, The 
Tampa Tribune wrote,

Shirley Ryals should be an inspiration to 
us all. She worked hard and effectively for 
the public good. She never lost sight of the 
importance of family and friends. And she 
left an enduring mark on her community, 
which benefited immeasurably from her won-
derful way of helping people work together. 
It is commonplace in editorials like this to 
observe that the subject ‘‘will be missed.’’ 
Missed? Shirley Ryals, how are we going to 
get along without you?

Like so many others in our community, I’m 
going to miss my dear friend, Shirley. May she 
rest in peace.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK GREEN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 16, 2000

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, on 
rollcall numbers 21 and 20, I was inadvertently 
detained. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’

IN SUPPORT OF FREE TRADE OF 
SOFTWOOD LUMBER 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 16, 2000

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
introduce this resolution with my colleague 
from Arizona, Mr. KOLBE, and a bi-partisan 
group of 30 other Members. This resolution 
supports affordable housing for all Americans 
and promotes free trade of softwood lumber 
between the United States and Canada. 

This resolution expresses the Sense of the 
Congress that the 1996 U.S./Canada 
Softwood Lumber Agreement (SLA) should not 
be extended when it expires in 2001. The 
President should continue discussions with the 
Government of Canada to promote open and 
competitive trade between the United States 
and Canada of softwood lumber, and that all 
stakeholders should be included in discus-
sions regarding trade of softwood lumber. 

The Softwood Lumber Agreement of 1996 
was intended to promote free trade; however, 
it appears to have had the opposite effect. 
More importantly, the expansion of this agree-
ment is directly affecting consumers by in-
creasing the cost of lumber used for home-
building. For many Americans owning a home 
is a dream come true, but if lumber prices 
climb and homes are not affordable, for many 
Americans it will remain a dream unfulfilled. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of this resolu-
tion that will help ensure affordable housing 
for all Americans.
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TRIBUTE TO ETHNOBIOLOGICAL 
SCIENTISTS 

HON. JOHN EDWARD PORTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 16, 2000

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, on November 2, 
1999, it was my great pleasure to participate 
in a reception on Capitol Hill to launch the 
‘‘International Conference on Ethnomedicine 
and Drug Discovery,’’ a significant scientific 
and cultural celebration of the role of tradi-
tional medicine in the discovery and develop-
ment of new drugs and phytomedicines. I 
commend conference participants for their 
ethnomedical and ethnobotanical research ef-
forts described during the conference, which 
provide solutions to problems of global public 
health, as well as the rapidly increasing loss of 
biological and cultural diversity. 

The rich history of drugs from nature was 
delivered by Dr. Gordon Cragg of the U.S. Na-
tional Cancer Institute. A presentation by Dr. 
Brian Schuster from the Walter Reed Army 
Research Institute followed, describing many 
lead compounds to treat malaria, leishmani-
asis and trypanosomiasis from plants found in 
West and Central Africa. The active com-
pounds, from plants that healers in Nigeria 
and Cameroon use regularly, were discovered 
through the U.S. International Cooperative 
Biodiversity Group program for the treatment 
of parasitic diseases. A special colloquium, or-
ganized by Dr. Maurice Iwu, Director of the 
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