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SENATE—Tuesday, February 22, 2000

The Senate met at 11 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Today, on George Washington’s
birthday, it seems appropriate to re-
peat a prayer that he prayed for the
Nation exactly as it is reproduced on
the wall of the chapel at Valley Forge.

Let us pray.

“Almighty God: We make our earnest
prayer that Thou would keep the
United States in Thy holy protection;
that Thou will incline the hearts of the
citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordi-
nation and obedience to the govern-
ment, and entertain a brotherly affec-
tion and love for one another and for
their fellow citizens of the TUnited
States at large. And, finally, that Thou
would most graciously be pleased to
dispose us all to do justice, to love
mercy, and to demean ourselves with
that charity, humility, and pacific
temper of mind which were the charac-
teristics of the Divine Author of our
blessed religion and, without a humble
imitation of whose example in these
things, we can never hope to be a
happy nation. Grant our supplication,
we beseech Thee, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.”

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable MIKE ENZI, a Sen-
ator from the State of Wyoming, led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows.

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

RECOGNITION OF SENATOR
MOYNIHAN

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ENZI). Under the order of January 26,
2000, the Senator from New York, Mr.
MOYNIHAN, will now read Washington’s
Farewell Address.

The Senator from New York.

—————

READING OF WASHINGTON’S
FAREWELL ADDRESS

Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President and
my revered mentor, the Senior Senator
from West Virginia, in his life, George
Washington did two things without
equal in the history of Government.

The American Colonies having re-
volted against the rule of King George
III, Washington assumed command of a
makeshift army and in 6 years fought

his way to victory, whereupon he re-
signed as Commander in Chief and
turned over the army to the civil au-
thorities, such as they were. Fourteen
years later, having served two terms as
President of a new Government, he an-
nounced he would retire, although his
reelection was not in doubt. These two
actions, said George III, ‘‘placed him in
a light the most distinguished of any
man living, the greatest character of
the age’’—looking back, we might say
‘““the greatest character of the ages’—
for these two actions laid the founda-
tions of republicanism which in his
Farewell Address he presciently fore-
saw and fervently predicted would
strengthen and grow across the world.

And now to the address proper.

Mr. MOYNIHAN, at the rostrum, read
the Farewell Address, as follows:

To the people of the United States:

FRIENDS AND FELLOW CITIZENS: The
period for a new election of a citizen to
administer the executive government
of the United States being not far dis-
tant, and the time actually arrived
when your thoughts must be employed
in designating the person who is to be
clothed with that important trust, it
appears to me proper, especially as it
may conduce to a more distinct expres-
sion of the public voice, that I should
now apprise you of the resolution I
have formed, to decline being consid-
ered among the number of those out of
whom a choice is to be made.

I beg you at the same time to do me
the justice to be assured, that this res-
olution has not been taken without
strict regard to all the considerations
appertaining to the relation which
binds a dutiful citizen to his country—
and that, in withdrawing the tender of
service which silence in my situation
might imply, I am influenced by no
diminution of zeal for your future in-
terest, no deficiency of grateful respect
for your past kindness, but am sup-
ported by a full conviction that the
step is compatible with both.

The acceptance of, and continuance
hitherto in the office to which your
suffrages have twice called me have
been a uniform sacrifice of inclination
to the opinion of duty, and to a def-
erence for what appeared to be your de-
sire. I constantly hoped that it would
have been much earlier in my power,
consistently with motives which I was
not at liberty to disregard, to return to
that retirement from which I had been
reluctantly drawn. The strength of my
inclination to do this, previous to the
last election, had even led to the prepa-
ration of an address to declare it to
you; but mature reflection on the then
perplexed and critical posture of our

affairs with foreign nations, and the
unanimous advice of persons entitled
to my confidence, impelled me to aban-
don the idea.

I rejoice that the state of your con-
cerns external as well as internal, no
longer renders the pursuit of inclina-
tion incompatible with the sentiment
of duty or propriety; and am persuaded,
whatever partiality may be retained
for my services, that in the present cir-
cumstances of our country you will not
disapprove my determination to retire.

The impressions with which I first
undertook the arduous trust were ex-
plained on the proper occasion. In the
discharge of this trust, I will only say
that I have, with good intentions, con-
tributed towards the organization and
administration of the government the
best exertions of which a very fallible
judgment was capable. Not unconscious
in the outset of the inferiority of my
qualifications, experience, in my own
eyes, perhaps still more in the eyes of
others, has strengthened the motives
to diffidence of myself; and, every day,
the increasing weight of years admon-
ishes me more and more that the shade
of retirement is as necessary to me as
it will be welcome. Satisfied that if
any circumstances have given peculiar
value to my services, they were tem-
porary, I have the consolation to be-
lieve that, while choice and prudence
invite me to quit the political scene,
patriotism does not forbid it.

In looking forward to the moment
which is intended to terminate the ca-
reer of my political life, my feelings do
not permit me to suspend the deep ac-
knowledgment of that debt of gratitude
which I owe to my beloved country for
the many honors it has conferred upon
me, still more for the steadfast con-
fidence with which it has supported me
and for the opportunities I have thence
enjoyed of manifesting my inviolable
attachment by services faithful and
persevering, though in usefulness un-
equal to my zeal. If benefits have re-
sulted to our country from these serv-
ices, let it always be remembered to
your praise and as an instructive exam-
ple in our annals, that, under cir-
cumstances in which the passions agi-
tated in every direction were liable to
mislead, amidst appearances some-
times dubious, vicissitudes of fortune
often discouraging, in situations in
which not unfrequently, want of suc-
cess has countenanced the spirit of
criticism, the constancy of your sup-
port was the essential prop of the ef-
forts and a guarantee of the plans by
which they were effected. Profoundly
penetrated with this idea, I shall carry

@ This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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