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Mrs. Harrington has had an exceptional ca-
reer in the public arena. A longtime advocate
for the education system in Bayonne, Mrs.
Harrington was appointed to the Bayonne
Board of Education from 1981 to 1986. Be-
cause of her vision and enthusiasm in this
role, Mrs. Harrington became the first woman
president of the Board.

Her success with the Board of Education
and her desire to do more for the community
led Mrs. Harrington to seek elected public of-
fice. In 1986, she was elected first ward coun-
cil member and in 1990, she was elected
council member-at-large. This election made
Mrs. Harrington the first woman to be elected
to the city council.

During her time with the council, Mrs. Har-
rington acted as liaison on the Kill Van Kull
dredging project and was instrumental in the
circulating of information regarding many
transportation projects in the city. Most signifi-
cantly, Mrs. Harrington led the efforts in Ba-
yonne to improve cable television service, to
obtain the local television channel for resi-
dents, and to create a modern production stu-
dio in Bayonne High School.

A dedicated volunteer, Mrs. Harrington
served as president of the Hudson County
School Board Association, president of both
St. Andrew’s Parish and its Sports Organiza-
tion, vice president and treasurer of the
Evening Division of the Bayonne Women’s
Club, and member of the Holocaust Com-
mittee. Mrs. Harrington continues to be in-
volved in a variety of local volunteer and serv-
ice organizations and is the current chair of
the Bayonne Municipal Utilities Authority.

Mrs. Harrington’s accomplishments in public
service have not gone unrecognized. Re-
cently, she received the Mary T. Norton Con-
gressional Award for her outstanding commu-
nity service record.

A Bayonne native, Mrs. Harrington lives in
Bayonne with her husband, Mr. Dan Har-
rington. The couple has four children and five
grandchildren.

Mrs. Harrington’s tireless efforts on behalf of
the citizens of Bayonne are truly remarkable.
For her dedicated service and unparalleled
volunteerism in the Bayonne community, | ask
my colleagues to join me in congratulating
Mrs. Dorothy Harrington on receiving this
honor.

HONORING SENATOR GWEN
MARGOLIS

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR.

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the Honorable Senator Gwen
Margolis from Aventura, FL, who will be hon-
ored on March 4, 2000, by her synagogue,
Both Torah Adath Yeshurun and by the North-
east Dade community at-large.

Senator Margolis began her public service
career in the Florida Legislature when elected
to the House in 1974. She was subsequently
re-elected to the House for three consecutive
terms. Her career in the Florida Senate began
in 1980 where she was appointed Chair of the
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Finance, Tax and Claims Committee and sub-
sequently the Appropriations Committee where
she assisted in leading the state out of reces-
sions and budgetary crises.

On November 20, 1990, she was sworn in
as President of the Florida State Senate, mak-
ing her the first woman in the United States to
serve as President of any Senate. She spear-
headed the passage of landmark legislation
touted as the toughest ethics legislation in the
nation, as well as a constitutional amendment
that opened all government records and meet-
ings to the public.

She currently serves as Chairperson of the
Miami-Dade County Commission, appointed
by Mayor Alexander Penelas, and is the first
woman to serve in this position. Senator
Margolis also serves on the Board of Directors
of the Holocaust Documentation Center at
Florida International University. Her name ap-
pears in Who’'s Who of Women in the World,
Who’s Who in Business and Industry, and
Megatrend for Women. In addition to her out-
standing career in public service, which she
devotes a full time schedule, Senator Margolis
was also a successful Real Estate Developer
and Business Executive in her private, profes-
sional business career.

She has received numerous awards for her
leadership and dedication to the community in
which she serves. She was named “Woman
of the Year” by the North Dade Regional
Chamber and Gold Coast Chamber of Com-
merce. She has also received the Florida
Chamber of Commerce “Legislator of the
Year” award, and the Dade League of Cities
“Good Government” award to name a few.

Although Senator Margolis and | were once
opposing candidates, | am glad to call her my
friend and colleague, and am equally delighted
to share in this celebration in her honor.

COLUMBINE FOOTBALL
CONGRATULATIONS

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, seldom in
America do we see a more joyous display of
hope and heart than we saw on December 5,
1999 by the Columbine High School Football
team as they played for their first state football
championship. Less than a year after the com-
munity of Littleton, Colorado was thrust into
the national spotlight by a tragedy unimagi-
nable to any American, this suburban town
was united behind a group of young men who
battled football history, and the vivid memories
of fallen teammates and classmates.

The headline in the local paper read, “This
time, the tears of Columbine are tears of joy,”
(The Denver Rocky Mountain News, Decem-
ber 5, 1999) and how special those tears are
for the parents, teachers, and students of this
courageous high school.

The football team nobly dedicated their sea-
son to a fallen comrade, Matt Ketcher, who
lost his life last April. Matt’s younger brother,
Adam, stood on the sideline as a sign of inspi-
ration, wearing a Columbine letterman’s jacket
that was presented to him by the team, as
they played for the state’s top football prize.
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What a way to end a special season.

Columbine won the game that Saturday by
a score of 21-14, giving the school the state
football championship, but more importantly,
the team helped heal the souls of the school
community.

| would like to congratulate the entire foot-
ball team and their coaching staff for a season
that meant more than they could ever have
imagined. | hope that the entire nation can use
them as motivation as we all do our part to
ensure the healing of America continues.

———

HONORING NANCY HOFFMASTER,
POWER OF ONE HONOREE

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pride to now honor Nancy Hoffmaster
who has been awarded the Colorado Woman
2000 Power of One Honor in recognition of
her service to her community and the State of
Colorado. Nancy is a true heroine in her com-
munity and she deserves our highest thanks
and praise.

Nancy, who is currently battling breast can-
cer, has been volunteering in the Jefferson
County Public School District for twenty-five
years. She is the past president of the Jeffer-
son County School’s Parent Teacher Associa-
tion and has served on the Jefferson Founda-
tion.

Nancy founded the program “Serving Kids
from the Inside Out.” The program provides
clothing for needy children in the district. She
also coordinates the Jefferson County
School’s “Support for Homeless and At Risk
People” (S.H.A.R.P.) program.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that | would like
to honor Nancy Hoffmaster and thank her for
all the outstanding efforts she has put into
making her community a better place to live.
She is a most deserving recipient of the
Power of One Honor.

———

IN HONOR OF THE RIGHT REV-
EREND JOHN SHELBY SPONG,
D.D., BISHOP OF THE EPISCOPAL
DIOCESE OF NEWARK, NEW JER-
SEY, ON HIS RETIREMENT AS
CHAIRMAN OF THE CHRIST HOS-
PITAL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the Right Reverend John Shelby
Spong, D.D., Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese
of Newark, NJ, on his retirement as chairman
of the Christ Hospital Board of Trustees.

Born in Charlotte, NC, Bishop Spong began
his religious and spiritual education in North
Carolina and Virginia. After years of devoted
study, he was consecrated as Bishop in 1976.

A noted author and scholar, as well as
being hailed the most published member of
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the House of Bishops of the Episcopal Church
in the United States, Bishop Spong fought for
the integrity of Christ Hospital for more than
22 years. Under his direction, the hospital has
grown and matured into the remarkable institu-
tion it is today.

In addition to his remarkable work for the
hospital, Bishop Spong has served as presi-
dent of the New Jersey Council of Churches
and as theological consultant on a variety of
diocesan committees and commissions. For all
of his efforts, Bishop Spong was named “1999
Humanist of the Year.”

Bishop Spong, married to Christine Spong,
is the father of three and the grandfather of
four.

For more than two decades of dedicated
service to Christ Hospital and more than three
decades of religious guidance, | ask my col-
leagues to join me in wishing Bishop Spong a
happy and healthy retirement. His remarkable
leadership and inspiring work ethic will be
missed.

————

A TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF WILLIAM
J. BRESNAN

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a good friend, Mr. Bill Bresnan,
who has been, over the past 40 years, a pri-
mary leader in the growth of the cable tele-
vision industry, not only in my home town of
Bay City, MI, but throughout the Midwest, in-
cluding Minnesota, Nebraska, Wisconsin, Kan-
sas, and lllinois. Under his leadership,
Bresnan Communications has also become
known for its many educational programs, its
emphasis on minority advancement, and for
community relations initiatives that recognize
the civic contributions of local citizens and
seniors.

A native of Mankato, MN, Bill Bresnan
began his career in 1958 when, at the age of
25, he designed and built his first cable sys-
tem in Rochester, MN, for a group of local in-
vestors. That company was acquired by Jack
Kent Cooke, Inc. in 1965, and Bill was ap-
pointed its vice president of engineering.
Shortly thereafter, he was appointed to serve
as its executive vice president.

From 1972 to 1982, Bill held various influen-
tial positions in the Teleprompter Corporation,
which was then one of the largest cable orga-
nizations in the United States. These include
president of Teleprompter's Cable Division,
Board of Directors and the Executive Com-
mittee. In 1981, when Teleprompter was
bought by Westinghouse Electric Corp., he
was appointed chairman and chief executive
officer of the resulting new company, Group W
Cable, Inc.

During this time, Bill played a major role in
helping advance cutting-edge technology in
the burgeoning cable industry. He was instru-
mental in sending the first domestic satellite
transmission using a Canadian ANIK satellite
in 1973. Three years later he helped initiate
the first commercial communications system in
the United States to use optical fibers.
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In 1984, Bill founded Bresnan Communica-
tions, which currently serves over 660,000
customers. The company’s Midwestern market
is not accidental, and is a good example of
Bill's civic-minded business philosophy. Bill
has made it a priority to invest in the small
and medium sized communities in America’s
heartland, to make sure that cutting-edge
technology does not bypass these hard-work-
ing Americans, in favor of large communities
on the west or east coasts of the United
States.

Bill has also made it a priority to invest in
America’s young adults. He was an early pio-
neer in the development and construction of
interactive television networks for distant
learning. Working with local school districts
and colleges, Bill was a key motivator in con-
necting educational facilities via fiber and co-
axial cable, enabling many schools to conduct
fully interactive classes simultaneously across
great distances.

The admiration and respect of Bresnan em-
ployees for their president is legendary within
the industry. Bill is known as an extraordinarily
generous person and a boss who sees all of
his 1,400 employees as his equal. He allo-
cates a significant percent of revenue to es-
tablishing and promoting community relations
initiatives that recognize local senior citizens
and minorities. Indeed, his commitment to ad-
vancing the interests of minorities—in their re-
cruitment, placement and training—was recog-
nized in September 1999 by the Walter Kaitz
Foundation. Bill received the “Partnership in
Diversity” award, one of the industry’s highest
honors.

| can assure you, Mr. Speaker, that there
are not many businessmen today who are as
committed to the technological advancements
of the future as Mr. Bill Bresnan. There are
not many who feel the necessity of bringing
advancements to those who might not other-
wise have access to them: Americans on the
family farm in Michigan, or minorities, or
school children in the Midwest. Bill Bresnan
has many plans for the future, and | wish him
much success in all his endeavors. | am posi-
tive, Mr. Speaker, that we in Michigan will be
the grateful beneficiaries.

—————

IN SUPPORT OF BROADENING THE
TYPES OF PROPERTY SUBJECT
TO CIVIL ASSET FORFEITURE IN
ALIEN SMUGGLING CASES

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, my bill
addresses the pernicious practice of alien
smuggling. Alien smugglers are a huge prob-
lem in South Florida, especially those who
bring passengers from Haiti and Cuba to
South Florida, frequently in unsafe boats and
under very dangerous conditions.

For example, in March of last year, an alien
smuggler's boat sank off the coast of West
Palm Beach, Florida and, depending upon
whether the Coast Guard or press reports of
this horrendous tragedy are to be believed,
anywhere from 15 to 40 Haitian passengers
drowned.
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These heartless and inhumane alien smug-
glers are parasites who are making huge
sums of money off of the suffering of Haitians
and Cubans who seek any means, legal or
otherwise, to come to the United States. We
must provide law enforcement with all avail-
able remedies to assure that the smugglers
cannot continue to exploit vulnerable commu-
nities such as the Haitians and the Cubans.
Unfortunately, the existing civil asset forfeiture
provisions for alien smuggling are far more
limited than those available to address drug
offenses.

Current law authorizes the forfeiture of vehi-
cles, vessels and aircraft used to commit alien
smuggling offenses. This has proven to be an
essential law enforcement tool that the INS
uses more than 12,000 times a year. But the
law has some glaring loopholes. We know that
other types of property besides vessels, vehi-
cles and aircraft are also used to facilitate
alien smuggling offenses, but these other
types of property currently are not subject to
civil asset forfeiture.

For example, alien smugglers use electronic
gear to monitor law enforcement activity di-
rected against alien smuggling. The smugglers
also own warehouses where vehicles, vessels,
and even human beings are stashed to avoid
detection by the Coast Guard or the Border
Patrol. Yet these other types of property cur-
rently are not subject to civil asset forfeiture.

Current law also does not permit the for-
feiture of the proceeds of an alien smuggling
offense. If a smuggler is paid $100,000 to
bring people into the United States in his fish-
ing boat, law enforcement should not be lim-
ited to taking the boat while letting the smug-
gler keep the $100,000. The smuggler should
be required to surrender the cash as well.

My bill corrects these deficiencies by ex-
panding the scope of permissible civil asset
forfeiture in alien smuggling cases to make it
consistent with the standards used in drug
cases. My bill provides that any property that
constitutes, is derived from, or is traceable to
the proceeds obtained directly or indirectly
from alien smuggling, or is used to facilitate,
or is intended to be used to facilitate alien
smuggling, is subject to civil asset forfeiture.

Mr. Chairman, | don’t fault those who would
take extraordinary steps to try to come to the
United States. Their efforts are totally under-
standable, even though unacceptable. | fault
those who bring them to the United States
outside of the law—the alien smugglers. Alien
smugglers are a menace to society. As in drug
cases, we should give law enforcement the full
range of asset forfeiture remedies to deal with
the serious problem of alien smuggling.

In civil asset forfeiture proceedings, law en-
forcement should have the ability to reach any
property owned by the smugglers that is used
to facilitate alien smuggling or that derives
from or is traceable to such smuggling. There
is no logical reason to limit the types of prop-
erty subject to forfeiture in alien smuggling
cases to vehicles, vessels and aircraft.

| urge my colleagues to support this com-
mon-sense bill.
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