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Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to Fred Korzon, supervisor of 
Bloomfield Township, Michigan, who resigned 
his post on December 20, 1999, after serving 
his community since 1967. Mr. Korzon has 
been an outstanding municipal leader and is a 
shining example of all that is right and good in 
public service. This man of honor and integrity 
has served on many State, county and local 
municipal boards and committees including 
but not limited to: chairperson of Southeast 
Michigan Council for Governments, Oakland 
County Parks and Recreation commissioner, 
and chairperson of Oakland County Associa-
tion of Supervisors. 

Fred Korzon’s public service actually began 
on December 10, 1942, when he enlisted in 
the military. After leaving active duty he 
served in the U.S. Air Force Reserve until 
1950. After leaving the military, he built his 
own home in Bloomfield Township, MI, and 
has remained a resident of the community 
since that time. 

After graduating from the University of 
Michigan with a master’s degree in history in 
1966, Mr. Korzon taught at Pontiac Central 
High School and Lahser High School in Oak-
land County. He was first appointed to the 
Bloomfield Township Zoning Board of Appeals 
in 1967 and served for 1 year before being 
appointed to the board of trustees. He was ap-
pointed to the full-time treasurer’s position in 
1969 and ran successfully on the ballot until 
his appointment as township supervisor in 
1982. 

The residents of Bloomfield Township have 
been fortunate to have the services of Fred 
Korzon as our supervisor for 18 years. He has 
been rock solid for the residents and a faithful 
servant for our area. He and his outstanding 
team of public servants have helped make this 
community one of the finest places to live any-
where in America. He has been a great friend 
of mine and I wish him all the best.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it gives me 
great pride to now honor Katy Tartakoff who 
has been awarded the Colorado Woman 2000 
Power of One Honor in recognition of her 
service to her community and the State of Col-
orado. Katy is a true heroine in her community 
and she deserves our highest thanks and 
praise. 

Katy published a journal in 1991 called ‘‘My 
Stupid Illness.’’ The journal showed photo-
graphs of children suffering from cancer along 
with stories addressing how the children were 
dealing with the illness. She has since ex-

panded her work to photograph and document 
children with other life-threatening illnesses. 
She presents these exhibits to schools to use 
as a tool to teach kids how to accept, under-
stand and live with differences. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like 
to both congratulate and thank Katy for all of 
her efforts to make her community a better 
place to live. I applaud Katy’s efforts to edu-
cate children about diversity. She is a most 
deserving recipient of the Power of One 
Honor.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. Gerald Nowicki of Bayonne, 
NJ. Acknowledging the accomplishments of 
those rare individuals dedicated to making Ba-
yonne a better community, the Richard A. 
Rutkowski Association has selected Mr. 
Nowicki as one of this year’s honorees. 

Joining the Bayonne Historical Society in 
1991, Mr. Nowicki has been instrumental in 
working to preserve and foster the historical 
and artistic beauty of Bayonne. Knowing the 
importance of maintaining outdoor sculptures 
to prevent corrosion, Mr. Nowicki coordinated 
a Tender Loving Care workshop to teach vol-
unteers the proper guidelines for outdoor 
sculpture upkeep at the public buildings in Ba-
yonne. 

In addition to maintenance, Mr. Nowicki em-
phasized the necessity of restoration efforts 
for public artwork in the community. By 
cochairing the ‘‘Save the Hiker’’ project, an ef-
fort to restore the Spanish-American War 
Monument in Stephen Gregg Bayonne Park, 
and chairing the restoration project for the 
Civil War Monument in the same park, Mr. 
Nowicki has helped bring arts awareness in 
Bayonne. 

To continue his efforts for the arts, Mr. 
Nowicki spearheaded the fundraising cam-
paign designed to bring both funds and atten-
tion to the arts field—two very significant com-
ponents to achieving his goals. His campaign 
drives helped to restore oil paintings from the 
Brennan Fire Fighting Museum and the Ba-
yonne Public Library, and restored the antique 
grandfather’s clock, which stands in the lobby 
of the library. 

Because of his vast experience in Bayonne 
history and culture, Mr. Nowicki served as edi-
tor and co-author of ‘‘Bayonne Landmarks.’’ 
The book served as an instrumental local his-
tory guide, winning the acclaim of the League 
of Historical Societies of New Jersey. 

Mr. Nowicki, born and raised in Bayonne, 
attended Assumption School Marist High 
School, and Jersey City State College. 

For his continued efforts on behalf of the 
Bayonne community and the State of New 
Jersey, I ask my colleagues to join me in con-

gratulating Mr. Gerald Nowicki. His accom-
plishments in historical preservation and com-
munity service have undoubtedly made the 
city of Bayonne a better community in which 
to live.
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Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, it was nearly 47 
years ago, on January 26, 1953, that the 
World Customs Organization, formally known 
as the Customs Co-operation Council, held its 
first meeting in Brussels, Belgium. In recogni-
tion of this occasion, the Council observed 
January 26 as International Customs Day. 
This occasion also serves to recognize the 
role that customs services around the world 
play in facilitating trade while protecting na-
tional borders from economically and phys-
ically harmful importations. 

I am proud of the contributions of the U.S. 
Customs Service to the Nation over the past 
210 years. U.S. Customs responsibilities have 
increased with the growth of our great Na-
tion—trade has increased exponentially and 
the threat of illegal importations, including ille-
gal drugs is ever present. These are signifi-
cant challenges that Customs faces on a daily 
basis, and Customs must continue its vigi-
lance in facilitating trade while interdicting nar-
cotics at our borders and preventing expor-
tation of critical technology. I am pleased to 
say that Customs meets these challenges 
well, and I stand ready to continue my long-
standing support of Customs in these efforts. 

The U.S. Customs Service represents the 
United States at the World Customs Organiza-
tion [WCO], a 150-member international orga-
nization founded to facilitate international trade 
and promote cooperation among governments 
on Customs matters. The WCO works to sim-
plify and standardize legal instruments and 
rules of international customs. The WCO also 
renders technical assistance in areas such as 
customs tariffs, valuation, nomenclature, and 
law enforcement. Its objective is to obtain, in 
the interest of international trade, the best 
possible degree of uniformity among the cus-
toms systems of member nations. The United 
States became a member on November 5, 
1970. All America benefits when both export-
ers and importers operate in an atmosphere of 
simple unambiguous customs operations 
around the world. 

I want to take this opportunity to congratu-
late the World Customs Organization on its 
past accomplishments and wish it well in its 
ambitious new millennium goal of further har-
monizing and simplifying the customs rules 
that affect international commerce. I also con-
gratulate the U.S. Customs Service for its fine 
work both nationally and internationally.
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