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TRIBUTE TO ST. CECILIA SCHOOL 

HON. DAVE CAMP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor St. Cecilia School, which has nobly 
served the community in Clare, Michigan, for 
50 wonderful years. 

During its 50-year history this school has 
endured many challenges, but through the 
love of the surrounding community it has sur-
vived, growing from a one-room church in the 
1900’s to a magnificent building where not 
only the youth of Clare but also much of the 
Catholic community are educated. 

It is clear that St. Cecilia’s has been a 
strong pillar of the community and its services 
have reached above the dreams and ideals of 
its founders. It has given back to Clare citi-
zens starting with the very first week it opened 
in 1950. Teachers and staff have continued 
excellent service throughout the years, pro-
viding an active learning environment that has 
produced successful, well-rounded students 
who have continually scored in the highest 
percentiles on standardized tests. 

I commend the St. Cecilia School for its 50 
years of excellent service. The teachers, staff 
and parents have shown students how to inte-
grate academics with Christian values, and 
have paved the way for successful citizens 
and an enlightened town, leaving behind a 
highly respected reputation embedded in each 
member of the community. 

I wish them the very best as they embark 
on their second half-century.
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HONORING FORMER COLORADO 
CONGRESSMAN, BYRON L. JOHN-
SON 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to pause and remember a 
former U.S. Congressman from Colorado who 
recently passed away at the age of 82. 

Byron Johnson was born on October 12, 
1917 in Chicago, IL. He moved with his family 
to Wisconsin at the age of 10. He earned a 
bachelor, masters, and a doctorate from the 
University of Wisconsin in Madison. From 
1942 to 1947, Byron worked in Washington, 
DC in the Budget Bureau and the Social Se-
curity Administration. 

In 1947, Byron and his wife, Kay, moved to 
Denver, CO so that Byron could pursue a 
teaching position at the University of Denver. 

Byron served in the 86th Congress of the 
United States. He later served 12 years as a 
CU Regent and two years on the Regional 
Transportation District board of directors. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like 
to pay tribute to Byron Johnson, a man who 
loved his country and his State. Byron gave 
immeasurably to the State of Colorado and for 
that he will long be remembered.

TRIBUTE TO THE REVEREND FRED 
L. SHUTTLESWORTH, A GREAT 
LIVING CINCINNATIAN 

HON. ROB PORTMAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the Rev. Fred L. Shuttlesworth, 
a community leader who will be honored as a 
Great Living Cincinnatian on February 4, 
2000, by the Greater Cincinnati Chamber of 
Commerce. He was selected for his out-
standing community service, business and 
civic accomplishments, awareness of the 
needs of others, and achievements that have 
brought favorable attention to the Cincinnati 
area. 

A native of Alabama, Rev. Shuttlesworth 
moved to the Cincinnati area in 1961 to pastor 
at the Revelation Baptist Church. In 1966, he 
founded the Greater New Light Baptist Church 
in Avondale where he continues to lead wor-
ship. He has four children. 

Rev. Shuttlesworth earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in science from Alabama State University 
in 1951. He went on to do graduate work at 
Alabama State and then received seminary 
training at Cedar Grove Academy and Selma 
University. 

The Rev. Shuttlesworth is perhaps best 
known for his heroic work as a civil rights 
leader. Many place him among the ‘‘big three’’ 
in the civil rights movement—next to Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King and the Rev. Ralph Abernathy. 
Willing to risk his life for freedom and equality, 
the Rev. Shuttlesworth was nearly killed three 
times, jailed more than 25 times, and endured 
more than 36 criminal and civil actions. Words 
such as bravery do little to capture the convic-
tion and heroism that Rev. Shuttlesworth ex-
hibits. 

A sampling of Rev. Shuttlesworth’s accom-
plishments include the organization of the Ala-
bama Christian Movement for Human Rights 
in 1956, which was founded in response to 
Alabama politicians outlawing of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People. In 1957, he was one of five organizers 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference where he still serves as a member of 
its National Board. In addition, he served for 
several years as a member of the National 
Advisory Board of Congress on Racial Equal-
ity. But he has also been actively involved in 
our community and I have seen firsthand his 
good works. In 1988, Rev. Shuttlesworth es-
tablished The Shuttlesworth Housing Founda-
tion to help needy families afford down pay-
ments for the purchase of homes. As of No-
vember 1999, Rev. Shuttlesworth helped over 
460 low-income families become homeowners. 

In June of 1988, the City of Birmingham re-
named Huntsville Road ‘‘F.L. Shuttlesworth 
Drive,’’ and on November 14, 1992, Bir-
mingham dedicated an 8-foot statue of Rev. 
Shuttlesworth at the opening of its Civil Rights 
Institute. In 1998, the City of Cincinnati re-
named North and South Crescent Avenues as 
‘‘Fred Shuttlesworth Circle.’’

Rev. Shuttlesworth says that he has done 
‘‘little’’ and he professes to do ‘‘more and . . . 
all I can until I leave here.’’ Cincinnati is 

blessed by the Rev. Shuttlesworth’s leadership 
and good will. We are most fortunate for his 
service and commitment to our nation and 
local community.
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REGARDING ROY AND JOANN 
MITTE 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend and pay tribute to two Brownsville 
benefactors, Roy and JoAnn Mitte. Roy, who 
grew up in the city of Brownsville, moved 
away, but returns to pay a debt of gratitude by 
donating $3 million dollars toward the renova-
tion of Dean Porter Park, a park he remem-
bers from his youth. 

Like so many citizens of Brownsville, Roy 
has very fond memories of the park, a park 
many also know as Ringgold Park. After 30 
years, Brownsville citizens are getting together 
to renovate, restore and recreate the park to 
serve as a central retreat for all to enjoy. A 
plan has been designed to better meet the 
needs of our growing community for future 
generations to come. 

When Roy used to play in the park, he was 
a beneficiary of the benevolence of the Sams 
Memorial Foundation, named after a family 
who were the first benefactors to enhance the 
then Ringgold Park; now as an adult he is 
contributing to the first big renovation since 
1960. 

Almost anyone you talk to who has grown 
up in Brownsville has a story about their expe-
riences at Ringgold Park. In years past, it was 
the central meeting place to play at the play-
ground, swim at the largest pool in town and 
attend social functions at the pavilion, a pop-
ular meeting place at the park. 

It is also the location of the Camille Lightner 
Playhouse, the city’s only theater which is still 
active in presenting dramatic plays. Now, 
many years later, it is in serious need of ren-
ovation and repair. It is my privilege to pay 
tribute and express gratitude to the Mittes for 
their generous contribution which will go a 
long way toward refurbishing a park that is 
loved by so many. 

I would also like to commend the efforts of 
the Dean Porter Park Renovation Committee 
for their initiation of this project and their ongo-
ing efforts to revitalize this park which means 
so much to so many people. Our lives, and 
the lives of those who follow us here in 
Brownsville, will truly be enriched by the ef-
forts of the Mittes and their generosity.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JULIA CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably absent for one vote today, Thursday, Jan-
uary 27, missing rollcall 1 on which I would 
have voted ‘‘present’’.
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