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Born as a natural leader, Brown perfected
the ability to get his point across in as little
time as possible and still maintain context that
was regarded as “true genius”. He had the
natural ability to motivate those around him
with his focus and drive. Although he always
had his heart and his mind focused on his
goals, he refused to give in to the negativity of
his work and kept the working environment
free from strain and strife.

William Brown had strong feelings and was
dedicated to “Ending the Political Pollution in
Ohio”. It was through this issue that Brown
was able to embrace the environment, soon
after the first Earth Day was held in 1970. His
career was colorful, successful and he was
known for having strong views and the ability
to back them up. Brown was a talented agent
for public service. He selflessly gave of his
time and support to many issues and was a
strong supporter of team work.

It is with a heavy heart that | ask my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in remembering
William J. Brown. His memory will truly endure
in the hearts of all that he was able to touch.

HONORING MICHAEL F. MARKO

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
bring to the attention of my colleagues a fire-
fighting legend, Michael F. Marko, who was
honored by family and friends on January 4 as
he celebrated his retirement as assistant fire
chief for the 30th Space Wing that is located
in my congressional district.

Michael Marko faithfully served the 30th
Space Wing for 33 years. He participated in
and commanded the safe mitigation of more
than 12,800 fire emergencies during his years
of service. Michael has also been an integral
member of the Vandenberg Professional Fire-
fighters Local F—116 since 1971 and has been
instrumental in working for the rights union
members now enjoy. In honor of his many
years of service to the union, Michael was
awarded by his colleagues a lifetime member-
ship. Through his actions, he saved numerous
lives and billions of dollars in Defense Depart-
ment assets. Michael also personally super-
vised the launch of countless Delta, Titan, and
Peacekeeping rockets, enhancing America’s
national security. We have Michael Marko to
thank for ensuring a permanent American
presence in space that will continue to grow in
this new century.

Mr. Speaker, as impressive as any complete
accounting of Michael's accomplishments
would be, it would not do justice to the long
lasting and immeasurable contributions he has
made to the 30th Space Wing. | am truly hon-
ored to represent Mr. Marko in Washington. |
send my most heartfelt appreciation on behalf
of the 30th Space Wing, the community of
Vandenberg, and the people of Santa Barbara
County for his hard work and dedicated serv-
ice. | know that Michael's leadership will be
missed by the 30th Space Wing of Santa Bar-
bara County.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

TRIBUTE TO CHARLES MECHEM,
JR.,, A GREAT LIVING CIN-
CINNATIAN

HON. ROB PORTMAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Charles Mechem, Jr., a dear
friend and community leader who will be hon-
ored as a Great Living Cincinnatian on Feb-
ruary 4, 2000, by the Greater Cincinnati
Chamber of Commerce. He was selected for
this honor because of his outstanding busi-
ness accomplishments, awareness of the
needs of others, community service, civic ac-
complishments and contributions that have in-
creased the quality of life in Cincinnati and
Southwest Ohio.

Mr. Mechem grew up in Nelsonville, Ohio,
and currently lives in Clifton with his wife,
Marilyn. They have three children. A graduate
of Miami University and Yale Law School, Mr.
Mechem has had a most distinguished career,
bringing business and entertainment to the
Greater Cincinnati area. Mr. Mechem likes to
say he has enjoyed four careers: as a partner
at Taft, Stettinius & Hollister; as CEO of Taft
Broadcasting; as commissioner of the Ladies
Professional Golf Association; and in his own
words, “life after that”—which includes serving
as Chairman of the Board at Convergys and
as the personal business adviser to golf leg-
end Arnold Palmer.

For more than 40 years, Mr. Mechem has
focused on bringing entertainment opportuni-
ties to the Cincinnati area. As he puts it, he
“was motivated . . . to do things that made
this community a fun place to live in.” Mr.
Mechem was instrumental in bringing the Cin-
cinnati Bengals franchise to town; spear-
heading the vision and construction of Kings
Island; and helping to provide the Cincinnati
Symphony Orchestra a new home at
Riverbend by donating the site adjacent to
Coney Island. Nationally, Mr. Mechem worked
tirelessly for five years with the LPGA to lead
a national resurgence of interest in the game.

In the business community, Mr. Mechem
served Cincinnati as President of the Greater
Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce in 1977 and
Co-Chaired the Chamber's Blue Chip Cam-
paign from 1979-86. His other leadership
roles include: National Chairman, Miami Uni-
versity Goals for Enrichment Campaign; Presi-
dent, Family Service; Co-Chair, Cincinnati
Business Committee; and Founder/President
of the Greater Cincinnati Sports & Events
Commission. In addition to being the Chair-
man of the Board at Convergys, Mr. Mechem
also serves on the Board of Directors at Mead
Corp., Ohio National Life Insurance, Arnold
Palmer Golf Co., The J.M. Smucker Co. and
Myers Y. Cooper Company.

All of us in Cincinnati are grateful to him for
his full devotion and service to community.

January 27, 2000
REGARDING ALBERTO GALVAN

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay tribute
to the lifetime of service of Alberto Galvan, the
district manager for the Brownsville-Harlingen
area for the Social Security Administration
(SSA). Alberto has served the Federal Gov-
ernment for 35 years, retiring just last month.

A son of South Texas, born in Harlingen,
Alberto was in the United States Air Force
(USAF) prior to his service to the Federal
Government. In the Air Force, he attended
USAF Russian Language School and served
in electronic intelligence during his duty in
Japan. That would have been impressive duty
in those days, our forward listening post to spy
on the communists in the Soviet Union.

This man who loves his country began
working for the Social Security Administration
in 1970, where he has worked ever since, win-
ning the SSA Commissioner’'s Citation, the
SSA Regional Commissioner’s Citation (twice),
and the Outstanding Officer Award (four
times).

Aside from his many awards, Mr. Galvan
has a great deal of contact with my Browns-
ville district office. As all of you know, the suc-
cess of our district offices rises and falls on
the relationship they have with individuals
within the SSA. Thanks to Alberto Galvan, and
the wonderful people in my district office, that
relationship is strong indeed. The SSA man-
ages the nation’s social insurance program,
consisting of retirement, survivors, and dis-
ability insurance programs; so, the ties that
bind our interests are quite strong.

| want to thank Alberto today for being a
really nice man and always being responsive
to our inquiries. He takes calls from my office
himself and has been largely responsible for
training my staff members who deal with So-
cial Security issues. He oversees all of Cam-
eron and Willacy counties in the lower Rio
Grande Valley but is primarily responsible for
the Brownsville area up to Rancho Viejo,
Texas.

Since he left the Air Force, Alberto has
found another way to put the Russian he
learned there to good use. Today, he is the
only Russian translator in the Dallas Region of
the SSA and is often sent documents to trans-
late, usually birth certificates.

| ask my colleagues to join me today in
commending this outstanding patriot who has
made a career serving our great country, first
in uniform, and for the last 30 years, admin-
istering the Federal social insurance program
in South Texas.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE IDEA FULL
FUNDING ACT OF 2000

HON. MATTHEW G. MARTINEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to introduce the IDEA Full Funding Act of
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