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The grand prize was the chance to
drive to A.J.s hometown of
Thomaston, Georgia and make his
dream come true in person. The lucky
few saw first-hand the joy of a young
boy, decked out in his Caterpillar hat
and playing on his new Caterpillar
equipment that he loves so much. As
the group was leaving to return to La-
Grange, A.J. waved good-bye, then
with a burst of energy proclaimed ‘‘this
is the best day of my life”’. All who
helped make this possible, I know, feel
their own happiness that words could
never adequately express.

There are days when all we seem to
hear about is how people have become
so self-absorbed in their own lives. I
offer this example as a case in point of
the compassion and good will that ex-
ists in LaGrange, in Georgia, and all
across this Nation—people who are
making a difference on a daily basis—
one child, one American at a time. I sa-
lute the people of Caterpillar and I am
humbled by their act of kindness. I
know I speak for all of us when I say,
A.J. has touched all of our hearts and
he and his family will always be in our
thoughts and prayers.e

—————

TRIBUTE TO DR. M. GAZI
YASARGIL

® Mrs. LINCOLN. Madam President, I
rise today to pay tribute to the
achievements of a distinguished mem-
ber of the Arkansas medical commu-
nity. Dr. M. Gazi Yasargil is recognized
worldwide for his work in the field of
neurosurgery and we in Arkansas are
fortunate to benefit from his talents.
Dr. Yasargil’s contributions to his field
were recently acclaimed when Neuro-
surgery, the official journal of the Con-
gress of Neurological Surgeons, recog-
nized him as “The Man of the Cen-
tury.” This honor acknowledges Dr.
Yasargil’s significant impact on the
field of neurosurgery in the second half
of the 20th century.

Professor Yasargil received his med-
ical degree from the University of
Basel, Switzerland, in 1950. Following
his residency in neuroanatomy, psychi-
atry and neurology, internal medicine
and general surgery, he began his
training in neurosurgery in 1953 with
Professor H. Krayenbuhl at the Univer-
sity Hospital, Zurich.

During the first decade of his career
Professor Yasargil was involved with
the development of cerebral
angiography, publishing two mono-
graphs with his teacher, Professor H.
Krayenbuhl. He introduced stereotactic
surgery and high-frequency coagula-
tion technique into Switzerland and
operated on 800 patients for movement
disorders. Additionally, Yasargil rou-
tinely performed all types of conven-
tional neurosurgical procedures on
both children and adults. Professor
Yasargil spent 14 months in 1965-66
with Professor RMP Donaghy, in the
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Neurosurgical Department, University
of Burlington, Vermont, where he
learned microsurgical techniques in
the animal laboratory, and developed
microvascular surgery of brain arteries
in animals. Upon his return to Zurich
he began to apply the microtechnique
to the entire field of neurosurgery. He
developed the counter balanced oper-
ating microscope and numerous micro-
surgical instruments and vascular
clips; he pioneered microsurgical ap-
proaches and treatments for occluded
brain arteries, intracranial aneurysms,
AVMs, caveronmas, and extrinsic and
intrinsic tumors of the brain and spinal
cord, in 7000 adults and 400 children.
His surgical experiences have been pub-
lished in 330 papers. The six volume
publication Microneurosurgery is the
comprehensive review of his broad ex-
periences.

In 1973, Professor Yasargil became
Chairman and Director of the Depart-
ment of Neurosurgery, University Hos-
pital, Zurich, until his retirement in
1993. He was President of the
Neurosurgical Society of Switzerland
1973-75. Professor Yasargil has been
awarded with honorary medical degrees
by the Universities of Ankara and
Istanbul in Turkey, also with honorary
citizenship of Austin, Texas, and
Urgup, Turkey, and honorary member-
ship in 15 international medical soci-
eties. Professor Yasargil has received
major awards and prizes including the
highly regarded Marcel Benoit Prize
from the Swiss Federal Government in
1975, Medal of Honor of the University
of Naples, Italy, in 1988, Gold Medal of
the World Federation of Neurological
Societies in 1997, and he was honored as
““Neurosurgeon of the Century’ by the
Brazilian Neurosurgical Society in
1998.

In 1994 Professor Yasargil accepted
an appointment as Professor of Neuro-
surgery at the University of Arkansas
for Medical Sciences (UAMS) in Little
Rock where today he is active in the
practice of microneurosurgery, re-
search, and teaching. At UAMS, Dr.
Yasargil has consistently provided su-
perior treatment and care, attracting
patients from all over the world. At the
same time, he has continued to guide
ground-breaking research initiatives
and develop innovative surgical proce-
dures.

Madam President, I take great pride
in recognizing Dr. Yasargil’s contribu-
tions to the quality of the lives of so
many people in my home state and oth-
ers around the world. I am equally
proud of the quality care and cutting
edge medical service the people at the
University of Arkansas Medical
Sciences provide so that Dr. Yasargil
can share his talents. UAMS has been
the state’s primary source for
healthcare education, biomedical and
biotechnology research and clinical
care for more than 100 years. The qual-
ity work and service that UAMS and
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Dr. Yasargil continue to provide should
be a great source of pride for Arkan-
sans.e

———
TRIBUTE TO C.M. NEWTON

e Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I rise today to pay tribute to my friend
and fellow Kentuckian C.M. Newton on
the occasion of his retirement as Ath-
letics Director at the University of
Kentucky.

C.M. Newton has made contributions
to the University that are as great in
number as they are significant in ac-
complishment in his 11 years as Wild-
cats Athletics Director. The positive
changes and improvements he imple-
mented over the years culminate into
an unmatched legacy of excellence for
C.M. and for the entire University of
Kentucky community.

C.M.’s involvement with the Wildcats
began long before his tenure as Ath-
letics Director. He attended U.K. and
received a bachelor’s degree in 1952,
and earned a masters degree in 1957.
During his undergraduate years, C.M.
played on the Wildcats basketball team
and lettered on their 1951 NCAA cham-
pionship team. He also pitched for the
U.K. baseball team, and played quar-
terback for a Wildcats intramural foot-
ball team.

In the years between his graduation
from the University of Kentucky and
his return in 1989, C.M. began his pro-
fessional career in athletics. While
serving in the Air Force in 1953, C.M.
held his first official leadership posi-
tion in athletics as the athletic officer
for Andrews Air Force Base in Wash-
ington, D.C. He served as head basket-
ball coach with Transylvania Univer-
sity, the University of Alabama, and
Vanderbilt University, with a lifetime
coaching record of 509 wins and 375
losses. He also served as Assistant
Commissioner for the Southeastern
Conference (SEC). C.M. approached
these positions of leadership with a
vigor, integrity, and enthusiasm that
the world of sports took notice of by
naming him Associated Press South-
eastern Conference Coach of the Year
in 1972, 1976, 1988 and 1989 and United
Press International SEC Coach of the
Year in 1972, 1978, and 1988.

C.M. also achieved a number of other
honors, including membership on the
Board of Directors of the National As-
sociation of Basketball Coaches, Chair-
man of the NCAA Basketball Rules
Committee, Vice President and Presi-
dent of USA Basketball, Chairman of
the USA Basketball Games Committee,
membership in the NCAA Division I
Basketball Committee, Chairman of
the NCAA Basketball Officiating Com-
mittee, and membership on the FIBA
Central Board.

It was with this vast list of accom-
plishments and honors that C.M. chose
to return to the University of Ken-
tucky on April 1, 1989. C.M. hit the
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