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In 1975, Gov. James Longley, also a Lewis-
ton native, appointed George Orestis as the
first director of the Maine State Lottery. He
served for four years.

Orestis never liked gambling, Simones
noted. Smiling, he said his friend ‘always
wanted the sure thing.”

To his many friends, Orestis was a sure
thing.

“Anything you wanted, he was there,”
Simones said. ‘“There isn’t enough you could
do for George. He’s one in a million.”’e

——————

ON THE SERVICE OF RED WOOD
TO SULLIVAN’S ISLAND

e Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize my friend William
J. “Red” Wood who, since 1948, has
been making Sullivan’s Island, SC a
better place to live and work. He came
to the island, married, bought a home
and raised six children, all the while
giving back to a community that he
deeply loves.

Red Wood’s decades of service to Sul-
livan’s Island make him one of the
town’s most valuable resources. It is
only fitting that the Moultrie News re-
cently recognized his achievements.
Red has never hesitated to get in-
volved. He joined the volunteer fire de-
partment during his early years on the
island and helped to organize the Is-
land Club, which sponsored the local
Boy Scout troop. Red also helped start
the island’s Little League program and
served on the township’s recreation
committee.

He has served on the town council for
five terms and, during his first term,
held the building inspector’s post. In
that capacity, he worked on several
significant projects including East
Cooper Hospital and the first hotel
built in Mount Pleasant, SC. He be-
lieves his greatest civic achievement,
however, is having a hand in incor-
porating Sullivan’s Island.

Red worked for over 30 years in the
engineering department of the Charles-
ton Naval Shipyard and has devoted his
time to numerous commitments on
Sullivan’s Island, his wife Monica and
their children.

My wife, Peatsy, and I salute all of
Red’s accomplishments and his con-
tinuing service to Sullivan’s Island. We
wish him many peaceful days of fishing
and shrimping. He certainly deserves
them.e

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF CULLMAN
COUNTY

e Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the work of the
Cullman County Commission in
Cullman County, Alabama, for its posi-
tive work in the community. I specifi-
cally want to pay tribute to Mr. George
Spear, the Commission Chairman, as
an individual who exemplifies the posi-
tive impact a public official can have
on a community. Through his direct ef-
forts, Mr. Spear has established the
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Cullman 2000 Committee, a year-long
celebration bringing together both
young and old in the area to honor the
county’s unique heritage and shared fu-
ture.

Founded in 1873 by Col. John G.
Cullmann, the county’s roots are firm-
ly entrenched in Alabama history.
Cullman County is well known for its
industry, modern health care, and agri-
culture production, which ranks at the
top of the state. The many events
planned throughout the year are de-
signed to celebrate the county’s his-
tory and successes and to give resi-
dents a sense of pride in their commu-
nity and the common bond they share
as members of the county. It will give
all residents of Cullman County a sense
of their place in county history.

I commend the Cullman County Com-
mission and particularly Mr. Spear for
his hard work and sense of civic pride.
Without the efforts of the Commission,
the Cullman 2000 Committee would not
have been possible. As Cullman County
looks toward the future, it is reas-
suring to know that the leaders of the
county are keeping in mind the impor-
tance of the county’s colorful past.e

————

APPOINTMENT OF ENVIRON-
MENTAL REPRESENTATIVES TO
INDUSTRY SECTOR ADVISORY
COMMITTEES

e Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I rise
today to express my deep disappoint-
ment at the administration’s decision
to appeal the Federal District Court
decision that requires the appointment
of environmental representatives to
the advisory committees, the ISACs,
that advise the Commerce Department
and USTR on trade policy with respect
to forest products.

At the recent WTO meeting in Se-
attle, President Clinton reminded all of
us of the importance of making the
trade policy process more open and
transparent. I share the view that in-
corporating environmental and labor
concerns into our trade policy is a nec-
essary element in ensuring confidence
in the global trading system. The need
for openness and transparency is not
only for international negotiations and
dispute resolution, but also for the es-
tablishment of trade policy here at
home. Indeed, the Clinton administra-
tion has been the principal advocate of
this.

It is, therefore, surprising and dis-
appointing that the administration
seems reluctant to bring more open-
ness and transparency into its own
trade policy advisory committees. Spe-
cifically, in the case of the administra-
tion’s proposals to reduce or eliminate
tariffs on forest products (a goal that I
share), environmental groups have
raised legitimate issues about the im-
pact on conservation. This should be
part of our domestic debate.

I understand that enhancing the role
of environmental and other groups in
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this advisory process raises some con-
cerns at USTR and the Commerce De-
partment. We don’t want to make the
process inefficient, and we must con-
tinue to protect confidential informa-
tion. But, to my mind, we can increase
openness and transparency without
compromising efficiency or confiden-
tiality.

I call on the administration to recon-
sider its policy and take the necessary
measures to incorporate fully those
who are trying to express legitimate
environmental concerns.

Finally, let me be clear. If the deci-
sion by the Western District of Wash-
ington is overturned on appeal, I will
introduce legislation mandating the
appointment of representatives of the
environmental community to these
two advisory committees.

At this critical time when concerns
over globalization threaten the con-
sensus for expanding global trade, we
must increase public confidence in gov-
ernment. That means more openness
and transparency, not less.e

—————

RECOGNITION OF JOHN S. BROUSE

e Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize John S. Brouse,
who will receive the American Herit-
age Award from the Anti-defamation
League on Thursday, February 3. Mr.
Brouse, President and CEO of
Highmark, Inc. will be honored for his
professional accomplishments, concern
and commitment to his community.

As President and CEO of Highmark,
Inc., John Brouse is responsible for the
day-to-day business operations of a
health insurance corporation that ex-
ceeds $7.5 billion in annual revenues
and has more than 18 million cus-
tomers nationwide. Mr. Brouse was the
architect of Highmark’s national busi-
ness strategy for dental and vision pro-
grams, and has had a tremendous im-
pact on the success of the corporation.
Prior to becoming President of
Highmark, Mr. Brouse served as Senior
Vice President and Chief Operating Of-
ficer for Pennsylvania Blue Shield,
where he was responsible for the ad-
ministration and overall operations of
the organization.

In addition to his successful career
achievements, John Brouse has always
maintained a commitment to serving
his community. Mr. Brouse serves on
the Board of Directors of the Blue
Cross and Blue Shield Association, and
is a member of the Association’s Exec-
utive Committee. He is also on the
Boards of Inter-County Health Plan,
Inc. and Inter-County Hospitalization,
Inc., and is a member of the Board and
Executive Committee of Keystone Cen-
tral. Mr. Brouse serves on numerous
other business, civic and cultural
boards including the Greater Pitts-
burgh Chamber of Commerce, the
Western Pennsylvania Caring Founda-
tion for Children, and the Advisory
Committee for the Caring Place.
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