
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE402 February 1, 2000
ELECTION OF MEMBER TO COM-

MITTEE ON BANKING AND FI-
NANCIAL SERVICES 

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I offer a 
resolution (H. Res. 411) and ask unani-
mous consent for its immediate consid-
eration in the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 411

Resolved, that the following named Member 
be, and is hereby, elected to the following 
standing Committee on the House of Rep-
resentatives: 

Committee on Banking: Ms. Lee of Cali-
fornia to rank immediately after Mr. Meeks 
of New York. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2005, WORKPLACE GOODS 
JOB GROWTH AND COMPETITIVE-
NESS ACT OF 1999 

Mr. REYNOLDS, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 106–491) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 412) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2005) to 
establish a statute of repose for dura-
ble goods used in a trade or business, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES 
ON H.R. 2990, QUALITY CARE FOR 
THE UNINSURED ACT OF 1999 

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I offer a 
privileged motion to instruct conferees 
on the bill (H.R. 2990) to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow in-
dividuals greater access to health in-
surance through a health care tax de-
duction, a long-term care deduction, 
and other health-related tax incen-
tives, to amend the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 to 
provide access to and choice in health 
care through association health plans, 
to amend the Public Health Service 
Act to create new pooling opportuni-
ties for small employers to obtain 
greater access to health coverage 
through HealthMarts; to amend title I 
of the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974, title XXVII of the 
Public Health Service Act, and the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to protect 
consumers in managed care plans and 
other health coverage; and for other 
purposes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the motion. 

The Clerk read as follows:
Mr. BERRY moves that the managers on the 

part of the House at the conference on the 

disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
Senate amendment to the bill H.R. 2990 be 
instructed. 

(1) to take all necessary steps to begin 
meetings of the conference committee in 
order to report back expeditiously to the 
House; and 

(2) to insist on the provisions of the Bipar-
tisan Consensus Managed Care Improvement 
Act of 1999 (Division B of H.R. 2990 as passed 
by the House), and within the scope of con-
ference to insist that such provisions be paid 
for. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. BERRY) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. THOMAS), each 
will be recognized for 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas (Mr. BERRY). 

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been 3 months 
since the House passed a bipartisan Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights legislation. The 
American people still do not have pro-
tections they want and deserve. Mr. 
Speaker, last night, I offered the mo-
tion to instruct conferees. The con-
ferees deserve the opportunity to meet 
on this legislation. We need to get to 
work on finishing the job the American 
people sent us here to do. 

Last October, the House passed a 
strong bill. That is what I am asking 
the House to do now. Let the conferees 
meet. Let the Congress vote on a 
strong bill that will give the American 
people the patient protection they de-
serve and are asking for. 

While we delay, millions of American 
families needlessly suffer from the con-
sequences of allowing HMO bureaucrats 
to make medical decisions. Let us 
allow medical decisions to be made by 
doctors and patients, not someone be-
hind a desk. Americans want a bill that 
has a strong independent review of 
HMO decisions. They want a bill that is 
going to address the unfortunate case 
when the HMO causes injury or wrong-
ful death, that they will be held re-
sponsible like any other business in 
America. 

Congress needs to take action on 
passing the bipartisan legislation to 
provide the American people with basic 
protections and basic guarantees when 
it comes to managed care. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time.

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, this is, once again, the 
kind of political move that belies the 
argument that people want to come to 
a successful conclusion on a Senate-
passed bill and a House-passed bill. We 
would have no ability whatsoever to 
reconcile the differences between the 
bills if the Senate were to insist on its 
position and, in fact, the House voted, 
as this measure indicates they want us 
to vote, to lock ourselves into our posi-
tion. 

Now, first of all, we know that mo-
tions to instruct are not binding; that 

Members do not have to follow the vote 
one way or the other. But it is a clear 
indication that somebody wants polit-
ical game playing rather than a solu-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand prepared as a 
conferee, as I am sure all the other 
conferees are prepared, to sit down and, 
over some very difficult subject mat-
ter, come to mutual agreement so that, 
as the Constitution requires, bills that 
differ in passing the House and Senate 
can be reconciled, repassed by the 
House and Senate so the legislation 
can actually go to the President for his 
signature. 

If somebody wants a patient protec-
tion bill with solid standards and with 
the acceptable practices that several 
years ago we voted very noncontrover-
sially in the Medicare provisions, like 
emergency rooms, like no-gag rules, 
like the other provisions that we have 
already passed, then this is exactly the 
wrong motion to offer. 

If Members want to keep a football 
kicking even after the Superbowl, if 
they want to play politics with the 
issue, this is exactly the kind of mo-
tion that they would offer. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I am sorry that we 
are beginning this year with this kind 
of deceptive action, and I certainly 
would urge Members that what they 
ought to do is allow the conference to 
do its work, come to a successful con-
clusion, and not inhibit it by making 
demands that on their face cannot be 
met.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. DINGELL).

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, this is a 
very simple resolution. It is one upon 
which the House has, in substance, 
voted not once, but twice before. It is a 
good resolution. It simply says two 
things: One, that the conference should 
commence its business quickly; and 
two, that the conference should keep in 
mind and support the House-adopted 
position with regard to Patients’ Bill 
of Rights. 

I am rather distressed to hear the 
gentleman from California (Mr. THOM-
AS), my old friend, talk about this as 
being political. It is not. It is simply 
orderly business of the House provided 
for in the rules. It is a resolution which 
is going to expedite the process. There 
is no politics here. 

The House has spoken on this matter 
not once, but twice. The people want 
it. The country needs it. The House 
should vote affirmatively on this so 
that we can proceed in an orderly and 
speedy fashion towards the adoption of 
a piece of legislation that the people 
have said is not only needed, necessary, 
but badly wanted and very, very useful 
to the people in the country. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge a favorable vote 
on the resolution, I commend my good 
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