450

RECOGNIZING PRESIDENT LYNDON
B. JOHNSON’S ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS IN THE 20TH CENTURY

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is no
secret that | greatly admire President Lyndon
B. Johnson. Beginning last year, | have sub-
mitted, for the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, sev-
eral well written articles regarding the accom-
plishments of this historic Texan. Even today,
his domestic agenda still influences our lives.

On December 31, 1999, the Houston Chron-
icle published an article written by Stuart Lutz
in which he makes the case that President
Johnson should be considered the most influ-
ential American of the past 50 years. In his ar-
ticle, Mr. Lutz writes that “the 36th president,
in his 62-month term, radically advanced civil
rights, initiated dozens of progressive federal
programs to eradicate poverty and train new
workers, expanded a small war in Southeast
Asia and caused Americans to question the in-
tegrity of the presidency.” He concludes by
stating that “it is hard, however, to see that
anyone has had a greater influence on Ameri-
cans’ everyday lives over the past 50 years
than the Texas giant, Lyndon Johnson.”

Mr. Speaker, | would like to conclude my re-
marks by including, in its entirety, this very im-
portant article

THE CASE FOR A TEXAS GIANT AS MAN OF THE
HALF CENTURY

(By Stuart Lutz)

The Great Society, the Civil Rights Act of
1964, the Gulf of Tonkin, Medicaid, the credi-
bility gap, Vietnam and the War on Poverty.
These actions and events are among the
most powerful of the second half of the 20th
century. They also all have the indelible
stamp of Lyndon Baines Johnson, the most
influential American of the past 50 years.

The 36th president, in his 62-month term,
radically advanced civil rights, initiated doz-
ens of progressive federal programs to eradi-
cate poverty and train new worker, expanded
a small war in Southeast Asia and caused
Americans to question the integrity of the
presidency. His forceful actions that greatly
changed America for the better and worse
came in four distinct areas: civil rights;
Vietnam; governmental lying; and progres-
sive domestic legislation. Let’s examine
them one by one:

Civil rights. Johnson desperately wanted
to be remembered as the president who did
more for African-Americans than anyone
since Abraham Lincoln. Using his trademark
legislative maneuvering in the wake of the
Kennedy assassination, he secured passage of
the 1964 Civil Rights Act. In a few pen
strokes, he outlawed segregation in employ-
ment and public accommodations, thus giv-
ing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s goal of ra-
cial equality a legislative framework.

To further his commitment to civil rights,
LBJ signed the 1965 Voting Rights Act that
banned literacy tests, encouraged minority
voter registration and empowered the federal
government to enforce its provisions. He also
appointed Thurgood Marshall as the first Af-
rican-American Supreme Court justice.
Johnson’s actions changed voting blocs and
paved the way for minority Cabinet mem-
bers, mayors and governors. Most impor-

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

tantly, to America’s youth today, ‘‘Colored”
signs and segregated accommodations are
antiques of the foggy past.

Vietnam. This was the most important and
influential American event in the second
half of the 20th century. Johnson turned a
small conflict into a war involving over
500,000 American troops. After the manufac-
tured Gulf of Tonkin ‘“‘incident’” in August
1964, Johnson secured the right to wage vir-
tually unlimited war on North Vietnam and
knowingly lied about the war’s failing re-
sults. Vietnam assumes such overriding im-
portance in the second half of the century
because it is the defining and dividing event
for the baby boom generation, since vir-
tually all males needed to decide whether to
be drafted, evade the military either legally
or illegally, or flee to Canada.

Since Lyndon Johnson’s war, the American
public has been reluctant to allow presidents
to send troops abroad—whether to Grenada,
Iraq or Bosnia. Vietnam caused American
foreign policy to become more isolationist
and made Americans reconsider Teddy Roo-
sevelt’s vision of our role as the world’s po-
liceman.

Government lying. When Johnson was in-
augurated at Dallas’ Love Field following
John Kennedy’s assassination, Americans re-
spected and generally believed their presi-
dents. By early 1968, LBJ’s self-created
‘‘credibility gap’’ forced him to give speeches
only at military bases, and he chose not to
run for re-election. Johnson’s falsehoods
about Vietnam led Sen. Robert Kennedy of
New York, his challenger for the Democratic
nomination, to state that Johnson ‘‘tells so
many lies that he convinces himself he’s
telling the truth.”

Although Richard Nixon was the only
president to resign, LBJ’s administration set
the stage. Since Johnson’s term in office, the
American public has never fully believed the
statements of succeeding presidents, whether
it was Ronald Reagan’s poor recollection of
the Iran-contra scandal or Bill Clinton’s “‘I
didn’t inhale’” statement.

Progressive legislation. Lyndon Johnson
wanted to be best remembered as ‘‘the presi-
dent who educated young children
helped to feed the hungry . . . and helped the
poor to find their own way.” Johnson’s pro-
gressive domestic legislation, popularly
known as the Great Society, included Medi-
care and Medicaid, the Job Corps, Head
Start, the Water Quality Act, the Clean Air
Act, the Fair Packaging and Labeling Act
and the Highway Safety Act. These laws not
only increased the power of the federal gov-
ernment and made it a watchdog for citizens,
they provided a safety net for all, particu-
larly the poor, elderly and disadvantaged.

With the exception of Franklin Roosevelt,
no other 20th-century president has passed so
much influential domestic legislation.
Today, Johnson’s three-decade-old vision is
hotly debated on Capitol Hill as Congress
tries to decentralize welfare and keep Medi-
care afloat.

Many Americans have had a profound ef-
fect over the past half century. It is hard,
however, to see that anyone has had a great-
er influence on Americans’ everyday lives
over the past 50 years than the Texas giant,
Lyndon Johnson.
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OF OHIO
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Roger J. Sustar who has assumed
the role of Chairman of the Board of the Na-
tional Tooling and Machining Association
(NMTA).

Roger J. Sustar’s choice for the year 2000
theme, “Training Today for Tomorrow’s Work-
force,” demonstrates his dedication to edu-
cation and to the skill trades workforce. Mr.
Sustar, a native of Cleveland, Ohio, has been
involved in the Machine Trades Industry since
his first job with Non Ferrous Metals Fabri-
cating in 1965. He has been with Fredon Cor-
poration since 1969 (celebrating its 31st anni-
versary this year) and in 1985 became the
sole owner and President of Fredon. Fredon
Corporation became the area’s first Boy
Scout’s of America Explorer Post 2600 to offer
an opportunity for students to explore the Ma-
chine Trades Industry.

Mr. Sustar is a true believer and promoter of
apprenticeship and training programs that ad-
vocate Machine Trades Industry and Manufac-
turing careers. His leadership in organizations
such as the National Tooling and Machining
Association, both the Cleveland Chapter and
the National Association, and the Ohio Tooling
and Machining Association, which he co-
founded in 1990, show his commitment to the
industry.

Mr. Sustar is also an active member of the
local community serving on many business
advisory councils for educational facilities such
as Cuyahoga Community College and Mentor
Public Schools. He is also a member of the
Board of Trustees for Lakeland Community
College for 11 years where he established a
Machine Trades Apprenticeship Program.

Roger J. Sustar has been featured in many
publications and has been a guest speaker at
many business and education lectures where
he continues to promote the industry. He has
also received many awards and honors for his
work in the machine trades industry.

My fellow colleagues, join me in congratu-
lating Roger J. Sustar for his achievements
and for assuming the position of Chairman of
the Board for the National Tooling and Ma-
chining Association.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. HERBERT H. BATEMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. BATEMAN. Mr. Speaker, | missed two
votes on January 31, 2000. Had | been
present, | would have voted as follows: Roll-
call vote No. 2, H. Con. Res. 244, “aye”. Roll-
call vote No. 3, H.R. 2130, “aye”.
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