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HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take a moment to pause and remember the
life of a woman that always had an open heart
and hand to all, Mrs. Bessie Crouse Boren
Miller.

Mrs. Miller was born on February 4, 1920,
in Montezuma, Kansas, to Joseph Oliver
Crouse and Edith Angelique Fincher Crouse.
She moved with her family to the Eastern
slope of Colorado in a covered wagon. There,
in Villgreen, Colorado, she attended school.
She was known as a very athletic person and
loved to run track.

Mrs. Miller was known for her cooking in all
of the local cafes. She was also known for
welcoming anyone and doing anything she
could to help. Mrs. Miller loved to read and
sing old hymns.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that | would like
to pay tribute to the life of Mrs. Miller, a
woman with a heart of gold.

REMARKS ON ALASKA AIRLINES
FLIGHT 261 CRASH

HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in regards to yesterday’s crash of Alas-
ka Airlines Flight 261. In all, an estimated 88
people lost their lives off the southern coast of
California at 4:36 p.m. Unfortunately, it is too
early to know the cause of this devastating
crash. Our prayers go out to all the family and
friends of those who lost their loved ones in
the crash.

Among Alaska Airlines Flight 261 were an
estimated five Alaskans. Included were Mal-
colm Branson and his fiance, Janice Stokes,
both of Ketchikan. Also onboard the airplane
was Morris Thompson, age 61, his wife Thel-
ma and daughter Sheryl. The Thompson’s
were returning to Alaska after a family vaca-
tion in Mexico.

Morris Thompson, Thelma, Lu and | have
been friends for more than 40 years. Thelma,
an experienced dog musher and Morris were
married a year after Lu and | were married.
Morris and | followed each other on similar
paths to public office. Oftentimes we spent
time together in Juneau, Alaska, when |
served in the State Legislature and later in
Washington, DC where | served as Congress-
man and Morris served as commissioner of
the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

After his public service, Morris became
president and chief executive officer of Doyon,
Ltd., a Native Corporation formed in 1971 as
part of the Alaskan Native Claims Settlement
Act. At Doyon, Morris turned an operating loss
of $28 million into $70.9 million in revenues
and the largest private landowning corporation
in America. Morris Thompson retired in Janu-
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ary and was considered a great Native leader,
businessman, and friend. | had a conversation
with Morris just last month and he was de-
scribing to me the cabin he planned to build
on the Yukon River and his optimism for the
future.

Morris Thompson, his wife Thelma and
daughter Sheryl spent a great deal of time
with me and my family. In fact, we rang in the
New Millennium with Sheryl. Sheryl Thompson
grew up with our daughters and became so
close to our family that we considered her part
of the family. Morris is survived by two young
daughters named Nicole and Allison and two
grandsons Christopher and Warren.

I will always have fond memories of the
Thompson family. Such as Morris and | duck
hunting on the Yukon River, Thelma mushing
her dog’s, and Sheryl managing the extreme
skiing association in Valdez. God Bless the
memories we have.

Morris was a good father, leader and friend,
as well as being one of the great leaders
among the Native community. Lu, and | are in
shock over this tragic loss. Our prayers go out
to the Alaska Airlines employees and their
families, and the families and relatives of the
88 passengers that were lost.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TERRY EVERETT

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. Speaker, on January 31,
| was unavoidably detained and missed rollcall
vote numbers 2 and 3. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yes” on H. Con. Res. 244,
Permitting the Use of the Capitol Rotunda to
Commemorate Victims of the Holocaust; and
“yes” on H.R. 2130, the Hillory J. Farias Date-
Rape Prevention Drug Act of 1999.

RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
BIOTECHNOLOGY MONTH

HON. PATRICK J. TOOMEY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend workers in the biotechnology indus-
try for their progress in improving the lives of
all Americans. We just concluded National
Biotechnology Month, and | would like to take
a brief moment to highlight the potential that
biotechnology has for us in the 21st century.

Biotechnology companies are developing
treatments and vaccines for devastating dis-
eases—such as Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, can-
cer, and AIDS—that will improve the lives of
millions of Americans afflicted with these ail-
ments. They are also responsible for devel-
oping treatments for smaller diseases harming
perhaps just a few hundred people, but none-
theless just as debilitating. In addition, bio-
technology is about more than just medical re-
search. Scientists are beginning to use bio-
technology for other uses, such as environ-
mental remediation.
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Furthermore, the biotechnology industry has
also had a significant positive impact on our
nation’s economy. A recent report by the Joint
Economic Committee stated that the bio-
technology industry spent $10 billion on re-
search and development in 1998, while em-
ploying 150,000 workers nationwide. My home
state of Pennsylvania has helped lead the way
in biotechnology, ranking second in the nation
in the number of jobs based on biotechnology.

Congress needs to continue to work with
the biotechnology industry for an equitable
public-private sector partnership, and make
sure new technologies are not unnecessarily
slowed by over-burdensome regulations. |
congratulate the biotechnology industry on its
accomplishments and its bright future.

—————

LAW OFFICER OF THE YEAR,
SHERIFF JOHN EBERLY

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take a moment to recognize the Law Officer of
the Year recipient, Otero County Sheriff John
Eberly of La Junta, Colorado.

This award was presented by the Colorado
Cattlemen’s Association and the Colorado
Brand Board and recognizes Colorado lawmen
whose efforts to uphold the state’s livestock
law have benefitted the entire livestock indus-
try.

yDuring his 25 years with Otero County,
Sheriff Eberly has been instrumental in con-
tinuing and improving the livestock law training
classes for law enforcement. Working with the
National Guard, Sheriff Eberly and his staff co-
ordinated the rescue and helicopter feeding
operations for stranded livestock during the
1997 blizzard. When floods threatened the Ar-
kansas Valley in 1999, his experience and
knowledge was important to the area’s ranch-
ing businesses.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that | would like
to congratulate Sheriff John Eberly and also
thank him for his tireless commitment to mak-
ing his community a better place.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE SOUTHWEST
TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY ALL-
GIRL CHEERLEADING SQUAD

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate the members of the 1999-2000
Southwest Texas State University All-Girl
Cheerleading Squad. They recently won first
place in the All-Girl Cheer Division at the Uni-
versal Cheerleading Association’s 2000 Col-
lege Cheerleading and Dance Team National
Championship. The competition was held dur-
ing the Universal Cheerleading Association’s
2000 Championship at Walt Disney World in
Orlando, Florida, on January 7, 2000.

Located in the Texas Hill Country city of
San Marcos, Southwest Texas State Univer-
sity is justifiably proud of their award winning
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