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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE 641February 7, 2000

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Monday, February 7, 2000 
The House met at 2 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PEASE). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC, 
February 7, 2000. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable EDWARD A. 
PEASE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Rev. James David 
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er: 

We are grateful, O God, for those peo-
ple who devote their energies to the 
public good and who use the natural 
gifts that come from Your hand in 
ways that promote justice and freedom 
in our land. 

On this special day we mourn the 
death of our former Speaker, Carl Al-
bert, and offer our condolences to those 
that were near and dear to him. We re-
call his devotion to this institution, 
the House of Representatives, and his 
commitment to the ideals of this as-
sembly and his sense of fairness and re-
spect to those who served with him. We 
laud the strength of his intellect and 
the power of the words that he used to 
present his values and beliefs. As a 
leader who was elected by his peers to 
the highest position of responsibility, 
we remember with gratitude the 
strength of his character and the wis-
dom of his ways. 

May Your blessing, O God, that is 
new every morning and with us until 
the end of the day, be with those who 
mourn his death, even as we celebrate 
the witness of his life. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. PEASE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, February 7, 2000. 

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed 
envelope received from the White House on 
February 7, 2000 at 12:08 p.m. and said to con-
tain a message from the President whereby 
he transmits to the Congress the Budget of 
the United States Government for fiscal year 
2001. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

JEFF TRANDAHL, 
Clerk. 

f 

BUDGET OF THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT, FISCAL YEAR 
2001—MESSAGE FROM THE PRESI-
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
(H. DOC. NO. 106–162) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations and ordered to be 
printed:
To the Congress of the United States: 

The 2001 Budget, which I am submit-
ting to you with this message, is the 
fourth balanced budget of my Adminis-
tration. This budget upholds my policy 
of fiscal discipline and promises new 
opportunity for our Nation. 

We have made great progress in the 
last seven years, rejecting the fiscal 
disarray of an earlier era and in its 
place, asserting a steadfast commit-
ment to live within our means, balance 
the budget, and uphold fiscal dis-
cipline. As a result, we have created 
the conditions for unprecedented pros-
perity. The longest peacetime eco-
nomic expansion in American history 
has produced more than 20 million new 
jobs. Unemployment has hit its lowest 
level in a generation. Today, more 

Americans own their own homes than 
ever before in our Nation’s history. 

Our success in reversing what once 
seemed to be uncontrollable growth in 
the Federal budget deficit has created 
more than prosperity. We have restored 
to America a spirit of purpose and con-
fidence. This is a rare moment in his-
tory. Few nations are blessed with a 
combination of economic prosperity 
and social stability at home and with 
the security of a relatively peaceful 
world. It is time to make the most of 
this moment of promise to extend pros-
perity to all corners of our Nation. 

My first budget of the new century is 
built upon a commitment to expanding 
opportunity, promoting responsibility, 
and building community. It includes 
my New Markets Initiative, which re-
lies on public and private sector co-
operation to spur economic develop-
ment in areas of our Nation that have 
not yet fully benefited from this wave 
of prosperity. It includes an expansion 
of the Earned Income Tax Credit to lift 
more hard-pressed working families 
out of poverty. It expands health insur-
ance coverage to more uninsured low-
income children and extends this cov-
erage to their hard-working parents. 

Because education is fundamental to 
creating opportunity, my budget con-
tains resources to prepare the next 
generation for the future with new and 
expanded efforts to improve the quality 
of our schools, prepare our students for 
college, and make college more acces-
sible. It includes efforts to narrow the 
digital divide, the gap that separates 
those who have access to information 
technology and those who do not, so 
that all will be equipped with the tech-
nological tools they need to succeed. It 
also includes a science and technology 
initiative to lay the foundation for new 
scientific breakthroughs. 

This budget responds to the pressing 
needs of today and builds an America 
of the future by making our Nation 
debt free by 2013. To be prepared for the 
retirement of the baby boom genera-
tion, my budget also provides a frame-
work to extend the life of the Social 
Security and Medicare trust funds, 
while modernizing Medicare with a 
needed prescription drug benefit. 

This budget uses the same straight-
forward approach of relying on con-
servative assumptions, as have all the 
budgets of my Administration. This 
conservative approach has built con-
fidence in our budgets, because when 
unforeseen results have materialized, 
an inevitable development in fore-
casting, they have always brought good 
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