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bat. We don’t have any control of the prod-
uct.’

While the ambitious co-op marketing cam-
paign is occupying most of his time these
days, the battle on the ground is never far
from his mind.

‘Grazing is a target,” says Hays. ‘(Environ-
mentalists) found out with the spotted oil
that they could get rid of the timber indus-
try. Grazing is the next thing they’re push-
ing for.’

Bill Marlett of Bend-based Oregon Natural
Desert Association is Hays’ arch nemesis.
The two have never met.

‘As a human being, I give everybody a
chance,” says Hays. ‘(But) I hate to see any-
thing progressive being torn down.’

ONDA argues that cows have trampled riv-
erbanks, fouled streams and chewed up frag-
ile desert topsoil on more than 13 million
acres of public land in Oregon. And the
organization’s goal is to remove all cattle
from the state’s BLM- and Forest Service-ad-
ministered land.

Marlett says he doesn’t quite know what to
make of Hays.

‘I don’t know where he’s coming from to be
honest,” says Marlett. ‘To make the infer-
ence about Nazi Germany—aside from being
irrelevant—is crazy. Why would you say
something like that? If he’s going to base
policy on rhetoric, there’s probably not a lot
of progress we can make communicating.
.. . It’s kind of extreme.’

Hays, in turn, argues that those pushing to
rid the range of cattle are outside the main-
stream.

‘We are the table,’” says Hays, referring to
the cattleman’s place in the scheme of
things. ‘I don’t consider the people who don’t
own property as even the tablecloth, the salt
and pepper shaker. ... A lot of it is life-
style. They could care less about lifestyle.’

But Hays is concerned that lifestyle is in
trouble as are communities dependent on
ranching.

He contends that ranchers are the best
land stewards because their livelihoods de-
pend on it.

‘You don’t make a living if you trash your
ranch,” Hays says. ‘We’re some of the better
environmentalists in the world. . . . It’s like
anything else, if you don’t harvest the grass,
it will turn to weeds.’

But Hays says he sees the Endangered Spe-
cies Act being used as a tool to take cattle
off the range. For instance, he says, when a
threatened trout is found on a rancher’s
grazing allotment, they can’t use the creek
anymore unless they invest in a costly fenc-
ing regiment.

Hays subscribes to the theory that there is
an overarching plan guiding the environ-
mental movement that will move more and
more private land into government owner-
ship.

‘These are apostles of the one world move-
ment to get people off the land,” he says.
‘. . . Eventually it’s a government takeover.’

Most environmentalists pooh pooh the no-
tion, saying that it’s difficult enough orga-
nizing their own groups, let alone a mono-
lithic movement.

Although he served a 5-year stint in the
Marine Corps, 17 years in the restaurant
business and a few more in partnership with
former NFL greats Mel Renfro and Darryl
Lamonica putting together contracts, his
first love is ranching, Hays says.

On his home place in Unity, about 60 miles
west of the Idaho border, Hays runs about
3,000 head of cattle on 23,000 privately owned
acres and 80,000 acres owned by the federal
government. His family has operated the
Rouse ranch since the 1850s, he says.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

Hays argues that society has mixed up its
priorities.

‘T see it in the logging industry in my
hometown. ‘One fellow there had 30 some
people employed there. It kept the town
going. He had to let them go. Now our town’s
full of drugs. Some have had to leave. . . . It
hurts your kids, it hurts your schools, your
community.’

So, says Hays, does the Endangered Spe-
cies Act.

‘Why is a fish dominant over everything
else?’ he queries. ‘People are taking this ESA
and using it as a tool to get what they want.’

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LYNN N. RIVERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2000

Ms. RIVERS. Mr. Speaker, the following is
a list of votes that | missed while in Michigan
recuperating from surgery. Had | been
present, | would have voted as follows: Roll-
call No. 2—H. Con. Res. 244—"yes”; Rollcall
No. 3—H.R. 2130—"yes”; Rollcall No. 4—
H.R. 764—"yes”; Rollcall No. 5—H.R. 1838—
“yes”; Rollcall No. 6—Instructing Conferees
on H.R. 2990—*“yes”; and Rollcall No. 7—
H.R. 2005—"no.”

——————

IN HONOR OF MAURY MEYERS,
MAYOR OF BEAUMONT

HON. NICK LAMPSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2000

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Maury Meyers, who will be receiving
the Jay C. Crager Award from the American
Heart Association. This award is given to out-
standing citizens who have distinguished
themselves with unselfish civic responsibility
and community service. It is fitting that Maury
Meyers is receiving this award because he
has dedicated his life to serving his commu-
nity.

Maury meets the description of a leader, he
has been involved with every aspect of the
community, and taught us as a community to
believe in ourselves. Maury has contributed so
much to the community of Beaumont and the
people who live there. He believes in Beau-
mont and its residents, and has unfalteringly
placed his time and energy into its progres-
sion.

Maury’s first two terms as Mayor, from
1978-1982, changed the face of Beaumont
and the character of the community through
unparalleled initiatives. Maury returned to the
Mayor’s office in 1986 and faced a city that
was suffering economically and was experi-
encing problems in the public and private sec-
tors.

The problem of economic recovery and the
creation of jobs was Maury’s top priority upon
his return to office, he wanted to invigorate
Beaumont and the people who lived there. To
address this problem, he created the “Worlds
Largest Economic Development Committee”
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when 8,000 residents of all ages and walks of
life filled the Beaumont Civic Center to partici-
pate in an economic summit.

Maury Meyers is a people person, and he
took that spirit to the Mayor’'s office. He be-
lieved that everybody had a role and a voice
in their community, and during his time in of-
fice hundreds of private citizens served on
city-appointed advisory committees, neighbor-
hood town-hall meetings and public hearings.
An organization known as “Planning Economic
Progress” was created by Maury and brought
labor and management together on issues af-
fecting commercial and industrial growth, as
well as community development.

The Texas Energy Museum is in Beaumont
because of Maury’s hard work and persever-
ance. Competition for the museum between
Beaumont and other major cities and univer-
sities was fierce, and conditions made it nec-
essary to organize a strictly private effort. In
just a few days, he was able to raise more
than $1 million and brought the museum to
Beaumont. He also founded the Southeast
Texas Inc., a non-profit organization focusing
on innovative regional economic development.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to speak on be-
half of Mr. Maury Meyers and all of his accom-
plishments. He is a man that | look to for in-
spiration as | continue to work for the commu-
nities and neighborhoods of Texas. While |
can not be with him when he receives his
award, | am proud to recognize him on the
floor of the House. He is a man who has com-
mitted his life not to himself, but to the people
of Southeast Texas.

TRIBUTE TO MR. TOM COFFEY

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2000

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it has come to
my attention that the residents of Maries
County, Missouri, are gathering to honor one
of their leading citizens, Mr. Tom Coffey, on
his 94th birthday.

Mr. Coffey has a long history of public serv-
ice. He began by volunteering to defend his
country in the European Theater during World
War |l. After the war, he returned to Vienna
and has remained a lifetime resident. He
adopted the people of the city of Vienna and
Maries County and has made significant con-
tributions to the community over the past 50
years. Mr. Coffey provided generous financial
support to build a fire station in Vienna, do-
nated land for a business development site
and established three scholarships for grad-
uates of Vienna High School. He also pur-
chased land to build the American Legion Hall
and then deeded the property to the city.

Additionally, Mr. Coffey has been the lead-
ing force behind the Maries County Fair for
more than 40 years and was one of five citi-
zens to establish the Old Jail and Historical
Society. He is planning to continue to support
the community for many years into the future
as he has designated more than 30 organiza-
tions to receive annual grants from his trust. |
am not surprised that the city of Vienna wants
to express their gratitude to Mr. Coffey on the
occasion of his 94th birthday.
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